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CHAPTER I. 

Oh ! how pleasant and piquant is the power of an author, 
and how doth it lift its ecstatic possessor, when inspired hy 
the divine afflatus of composition, above the cares and con- 
trol of this dull plodding earth ! Ubiquitous and almost 
omnipotent, he, he alone can realize the fantastical wish of 
the amorist who called upon the gods to annihilate both 
space and time, and make two lovers happy. <^ The world 
is all before him where to choose," and what earthly auto* 
crat so potent as the writer whose dominioiis are uncircum- 
scribedy who may range even beyond the limits of reality^ 
and who possesses a plenary power of life and death within 
the whole extent of his illimitable jurisdiction ? After all, 
however, the Promethean figures that he creates will remain 
inanimate, unless the reader can vivify them with fire stolen 
from the heaven of his own imagination. Both parties must 
contribute to the vitality, or the efifprts of the jnost vigoro|^ 
fictionists win be abortive. Avaunt! thep, all jre pblegmatie 
and matter-of-fact souls, dull slaves to tbp vjiibie mi th^ 
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tangible, who ^ are content to browse upon the ignorant 
present, and to remain tethered to your corporeal teguments ; 
but hither come, ye nimble, quick-witted, and apprehensire 
spirhs, who can escape from the body as a bird from its cage, 
and when ye dispresd your wings, can roam at will over the 
wilds of space, and track the backward stream of time through 
all its dark meandeHngs. 

Most benign and imaginatiTe reader ! I perceive by my 
auctorial intuition that thou art of this latter class ; therefore 
do I cheerfully touch thy shoulder with my enchanted pen,, 
and lo ! thy disembodied spirit, thrown back into the first 
century, is whisking with me through the charmed air^ 
athwart the heaving billpws of the English Channel, and over 
the hills and valleys of Gaul, in the direction of Italy. Be 
.not alarmed; thy fellow-traveller is not an Asmodean 
demon ; thou art not riding upon a witch's broomstick, nor 
poised upon the waxen pinions of Icarus, nor bestriding the 
enchanted horse of Prince Firouz Schah ; but securely Boat- 
ing upon the buoyant wings of imagination, which can trans- 
port thee to the uttermost bounds of the earth without fatigue 
or danger. Sob ! we have cleft the air '' swifter than arrow 
from a Tartar's bow," and see 1 how the unalterable bounty 
of nature scatters her favours not less lavishly in the first 
century than in the nineteenth ** o'er the yine-cover'd hills 
and gay valleys of France." They diminish — they melt 
together — they fade away from our sight ; — already have we 
left that pleasant region behind us ; fleet as a sunbeam do 
we pierce the air, \yhose glassy transparency and genial 
warmth give assurance that we are approadhing the summer 
shores of Italy. Behold ! that gleaming mirror beneath us 
of the purest and deepest blue is the Mediterranean Sea ; on 
our left is the mountainous island of Corsica ; opposite to it 
are the plains and woods of Sardinia ; and before us I can 
distinguish the mouth of the river Tiber, and the busy port 
of Ostia. Let us repress our wings, and drop nearer to the 
earth, for our present flight is almost ended* What say you^ 
my aerial companion? — you would fain speak, but the 
rapidity of our motion has taken away your breath. I can 
divine your thoughts; You are we^ry, and would feel the 
ground once more. Not yet, — ^not yet Keep your pinions 
outstretched, and this western breeze will soon float us for- 
ward to our destined point. There 2 said I not sooth !*^ 
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Already may we discern by the dazzling splendour and ^he 
deafening noise that we are approaching the '^ opes strepi- 
tumque Romas.'* Yes, there, outstretched upon her seven 
bins, is the mighty mistre^ of the world, the heart of the 
universe, the imperial city, whose inhabitants are counted by 
millions, and whose encircling walls enclose a whole pro- 
vince. Heavens ! what a magnificent and apparently inter- 
minable succession of temples, baths^ triumphal archesi 
porticoes, aqueducts, eolumns, theatres, hippodromes, gar- 
dens, gates, palaces, and mansions! and how fair and re- 
splendent appears that vast portion of the city which has been 
lately rebuilt after the great fire! Let us fold our wings and 
descend to earth, — ^here to the westward in the Trans-tibe- 
rine region. It is pleasant to feel our feet upon terra firma» 
and yet, after having had the wide unobstructed sky to our- 
selves, it is somewhat irksome to be shouldered and impeded 
at every step by this confused' assemblage of passengers^, 
while we are half deafened bv the rumbling of an unbroken 
string of carts, carriages, vehicles of every description, the 
hoarse voices of the chairmen, and all the Babel cries of the 
innumerable hawkers and venders. 

Hcire we are at the Palatine Bridge, but when we shall be 
able to pass it I know not, unless we again dispread our 
wings, for no one dares take precedence of these sacred 
oxen, all branded with an arrow, attended by the priests, and 
destined for sacrifice at the Temple of Apollo. Behind 
them, too, I see a train of caravans, the roaring and howling 
of whose inmates announce that they are wild beasts for the 
supply of the amphitheatres : and in front of us I behold one- 
of the rich Roman knights going out in procession to hb' 
country-house, followed by a little army of slaves, freedmen, 
clients and retainers, the latter of whom mean to accompany 
him as far as the Janiculan Gate. Now, now ! let us dart 
across behind the oxen. There ! we are fairly over, and 
can make our way into the very heart of the cit^, as fast as 
the thick and increasing stream of passengers will allow us. 
That crowded street leads to the Forum ; this building on 
our right is the Temple of Fortune ; to our left is the street 
Agrippa, leading to the great Bath ; yonder is the Theatre 
of Marcelhis, and thtf Temple of Janus ; and here we are 
at the Palatine Mount, which we must ascend slowly, in spite 
6f your eagernessy for the gmbn^d natUmf as yoa may pai^ 
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cmet are a gnm a&d dignified people^ and afiet a maalf 
compoeedaesa in all tiieir geaturea and piocaedinga. Now 
that we hare gained the anmmity you will lea?e unnotieed all 
the other gloriea of the citj» in order that you may rirat yonr 
eye upon thia ati^endona and magniflcent encloaure, atretch- 
ing from the hill on which we atand, fi>r more than a mile in 
breadth, to the Eaquiline Mount, and entirely aurronnded by 
a apacioua portico^ supported by three rows of columnSf and 
«mbelliahea with a profusion of sculpture and statuary. It 
is the newly-built palace of Nero, called the Golden House. 
Within the spacious grounds, which contain army rariety-of 
wood and water, hiU and dale, interspersed witn temples, 
pleasure-houses, and baths sup^ied with sea and mineral 
waters, are ploughed lands, meadows, fishponds, and pre*- 
serves for wild beasts and game. 

Come ! shall we pass through the enclosure, and take a 
peep at the interior buildings ? Remember, we are infisi- 
ble, and instead of fearing the challenge of those Pratortan 
soldiers stationed at the guardhouse, we may boldly make 
our way through the very midst of them. Said I not soolb ? 
•-^Here we are in the gardens, the marble statues of which 
are on every side finely relieved by a luxuriant background 
of trees and rare plants. Is not the palace a most glorious 
structure ? Nay, do not draw back. Those fierce-looking 
body-guards of the emperor will not arrest our progress ; 
they are not even conscious of our presence. See ! we are 
in Uie vestibule : yonder colossus in the centre, one hundred 
and twenty feet in height, representing Nero himself^ is the 
work of Zenodorus the statuary. Let us pass onward and 
ascend the great staircase in spite of the gigantic German 
body-guards, and the crowd of servants stationed at its foot* 
Here we are in one of the dining-^rooms, wainscoted with ivory, 
the pannels of which, turning upon pins, form moving pio<- 
tores. This second apartment, which is circular, and per- 
haps the finest of the whole, represents the heavens, and 
imitates, by its rotatory motioni that of the celestial bodies. 
Pass we on to yonder smaller and plainer chamber, secured 
with douUe doors and another guard, in spite of which im- 
pediments we have made our way within it. Seated near e 
table, on which muncal instruments are placed, and having a 
strong box upon the floor beside him, you behold a man 
d)0ttt thirty-two years d age, with a laige stomach and little 



kg^ Mb wnM •jtm eufOe^ ki fct^ Ui ikitk tkroat mi 
dtan joined togtrtlier. Paitid sad UoodleSBy his eoflq^exioa 
and eUask hxte ikt a|>p«ataiK» of pork ; tba upw«-d turn ef 
Ub dun indicaleB croeitf ^ whSe bis fair hair^ riigiit legs, and 
the somewhat handsome form of his features, convey an ez- 
presMon of effinaiitaey. A little behind him, leaning on a 
crtttch*faeaded stiok, and castmg at her companion a scowl ef 
maUgoant defiance^ stands a toothless withered hag, whose 
countenance, distorted bj ererj hatefiil passion, is like a 
map of Pandemonium^ That man is the Emperor Nero; 
the beMame is Locusta, the celebrated poisoner, whose mur- 
derous art has been put in frequent requisitton by her present 
aflsociate.— And now, gende r^^ader, hating dius formally 
introduced yea to the personages with whom I commence 
ray tale, I shall relieve you from the trouble of iurth^ cdlo-* 
qi;^, and pursue my narrative without interruption. 

*^ Rebellious hagi" cried the emperor, fiercely, <*do you 
dare to refuse? I command ybu to obey me." 

*' I am willing to poison the whole Senate at the 
approaching banquet, ^uld such be your wish,'' replied 
Locusts, and her malignant eye seemed to express a fiendish 
delight at the very thought : ^< but against the life of Festus 
I will never practise, and where htiu concerned I tell you 
once more, Csesar-^nay, you may frown as you please-^ 
that I will not obey you." She uttered the negative in k 
loud, almost in an insulting voice, and struck her stick 
i^arply upon the ground, as if to confirm the inflexibility of 
her resolution. 

^^ Does the wrinkled beldame doat," sud Nero, leaning 
badk in his chair, and surveying his companion with unfeigned 
astonishment, whifr he passed his hands over the strings oft 
lole laid iq>on his lap, **ot has she become conscientious^ 
and frightened at the fable of the Fates and Furies ? How 
now, I^custa ! you never boggled at a murder before, and 
what is there in the name of Festus to scare you from the 
eseroise^ ci yoUr noble calling ?" 

^ When I was once in the street Janus, beset by the poptt* 
lajCe^ who would have stoned me to death for the crimee I 
had committed at your suggestion, Festus gave me refuge in 
Ine honse and saved my life,, and I then swore by Hecate thai 
I would for ever stand his friend." 

«« Hear kerf besrherl** ofsd the emperor, witbasneex^ 
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ing laogfa, ^^ LoQustity the wholesale poiso&er, liai becooie 
de?out and tender-hearted, and fears to break an oath* vowed 
to the infernal goddess of magic and ^ichantments/' 

*^ Be my crimes what they mayi tkU shall not be added 
to them." * 

. " By Apollo ! my preceptor Seneca never uttered a finer 
ihought : but if your gratitude is so lively, most moral 
murderess, methinks you might reollect the estate that I 
bestowed upon you in Campania." 

^' Bestowed upon me ! Did I not earn it, ay, and griev- 
ously- too, by the poisoning of Marcus Silanus and Claudius 
at the instance of Agrippina ; of your brother Britannicus, 
by your own special order ; of your bosom friend Burrbus ; 
of Doryphorus and Pallas, your freedmen, and of so many 
jothers that I cannot even recall their names ? Gratitude, 
indeed ! you have paid me, and poorly enough too, for 
making you what you are, although, I must confess, you 
have given me one thing to which 1 was not entitled.'' 

**' What piust that be, hag ?" inquired Nero, with a look of 
49ome surprise. 

'^A blowl" cried Locusta, holding up her shrivelled 
forefinger in a menacing attitude ; '^ Yes, Caesar, you were 
man enough to strike me, because the first poison I admin- 
istered to Britannicus failed sof its efifect. For this I am 
grateful ; this I promise you* never to forget." 

*< Traitress I hold your envenomed tongue. You forget 
at least that I can now do without you. In this box are 
abundant specimens of all the deadly compounds you have 
ever concocted^ I have made you instruct pupils in your 
art, who may prove equally skilful and more docile than 
yourself : what therefore should hinder me, now that yon are 
no longer necessary to me, from giving you over to Ihe 
punishment you have so richly merited ?" 

<* Csesar ! I defy your menaces J*' croaked Locusta, recoil- 
ing to a corner of the apartment }* What ! is i,t you who 
forget that I am a sorceress and enchantress, as. well as a 
poisoner?" Fixing her sharp evil eye upon the emperor, 
ebe drew a painted wand from beneath her cloaks and hold- 
ing it extended towards his face, began to mutter incan- 
tations that chimed upon tlie words ^'Dib, Erebus, and 
Not." 

Nero, who was at once impious and superstitious, felt a 
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fnrofomid alarm at di» ptoceadtng. Hb bloodksfl &ee 
aasvDied a still moN wan oxpresskui ; a cold penpiratton 
started f^m his forefaead, and the tyrant^ whose very name 
inspired terror throughout the whde extent of the earth, 
trembled at the menaces of a decrepit old woman. Starting, 
hastily from his chair, he seized a small imi^ representing 
a girly which had been presented to him as a charmed pre- 
serrative against plots, and which he honoured as his supreme 
diyinity» constantly oSmng to it three sacrifices a day. 
This he held up before him like a shield, and reseating him- 
aelf, exclaimed with a forced air of complacency : ^< Come, 
come^ Loeusta, I spoke but. in jest : we must not quarrel. 
You and I are such old friends." . 

^^ That I may well suspect you of wishing to deprive me 
'of "my life ; — ^it is thus that you h|t?e served all your oldest 
and best friends.'' 

*' Be paciiied, good mother of all wickedness. Festus 
ahall be spared ; but all the others ^at I have named must 
perish, and your reward shall be proportioned to this 
acceptable service." 

*^ I ask you, CsBsar^ but to spare Festus : fcr the others 
the funeral supper may already be prepared." 

^* Good ! good ! Oh ! that the most deadly of your cfrugs 
were forced down the throat of the accursed rebel Galba, 
who threatens to deprive me of my empire. Tell me, IiO- 
«U8ta» if I gave a public banquet to the whole Senate, could 
you not contrive to poison them all, — all, the whole nest of 
traitors at once ? We will talk of it — this must be done ; 
but for the present away, away ! and let those perish quickly 
whose names I have ^ven to you." 

** Caesar 1 I obey. Farewell i'* 

** And. thyself, audacious hag !" cried Nero, as soon as 
thedouble doors were closed behind Locusta, *' shalt perish» 
before thou canst complete thy enchantmenta and incanta- 
tiond. The insurrection spreads ; all Gaul and several of 
the other provinces have declared for Galba, and he has 
numerous confederates within the walls of Rome. I have 
been too humane — ^too sparing ; I will, be quick and sweep- 
ing in my revenge. All the governors of provinces and 
generals of ray armies shall be put to death as conspirators : 
I will send <Mrders to the islandi to massacre aH that are in 
exile ; every fcmily in Rpme ot GauUsh fraction shall 
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to «ieltfiBiii»tod ; the wMe of Chnd rfwll to gifw «p to 
^^iiiidbr ; tiie mtire Seaale riudl to poiaonad ; and ifter 
Mttlng ^e to ^ eitj in twenty quarteni at once) I wi& torn 
looae all tto wiid toaats of tto ampinttoatrea to profcat tto 
people from exiiiqraiabwg tto ooaiagratioo. Tea. Tto 
wikde world ahall feel wtot it ia to reM against Nero^ tte 
tost emperor, and tto itteat moaieiaii ttot eter lived.'' 

He w^ed up and down tto room two or three tkMii 
meditating these and ottor achemea of sdU more atrocteua 
Tongeance, when his eye M upon tto little statae, and 
imaginiBg that it might have preserved him from tto ineaih 
tatioos of Loeusta, to repkeedit in tto ^rine from whieh it 
had been taken, aqd proceeded to ciBer it sacrifice with every 
mark of profound and grateful reverence. This ceremony 
concluded, he played two or three tunes upon tto fiddle, to 
the accompaniment of his own voice, whieh a^^arently 
suggested to him tto triumphs he had lately achieved in the 
Grecian games ; for to went to an inner apartment, wtore 
were hung tto eighteen hundred crowns he tod won, with 
pompous inscriptions, recording the nature of tto eontest, as 
well as the names of the games, and of tto adversaries he 
had vanquished. ** Ha I" he exclaimedf With a smile of vain- 
glorious ecstacy, ^* there they are ! and does the rebellious, 
the besotted old Oalba think to conquer the man who hns 
won all these ? By tto Temple of Apollo ! tto traitor 
must to mad. Has to forgotten how recendy I entered 
Kome in triumph, when the Senate, knights, and people rent 
the air with stouts of ^ Long live the victor of tto Olympic 
and Pythian games! Long live the emperor! Nero is a 
second Apollo ! He alone, since tto commencement of time, 
has deserved this glory. Celestial voice! happy ttoy Wto 
hear you !' Was not the wtole city upon that glorious occa- 
sion illuminated aiiid adorned with wreaths and garlands ? 
The streets were strewed with powdered saffron, mcense 
fumed at every comer, sacrifices were offiired to me as to a 
god, and as I passed tUong, my triumphal car was loaded to 
overflow with tto flowers, garlands, birds, and pastry cast 
upon me by tto d^ghted millions of Rome." 

Putting tto Olympic crown of wild olive upon his head, 
end taking the Pythian crown of laurel in his tond, to sbixt^ 
led fantastically about the room, indulging in tto moat puerile 
and emptf toaggadocioa io persuadrhimsdf that he was a 
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Meoad ApoDo^ s retl iramortal, and And to htaiA dieiiior- 
ttLf«am^ awakened I17 the ibraaidaUe inaorreetioa of Galba. 
To cottfim faim in this desiderated oblivion, he sent for hie 
ttimee, singersi and minions, and the rest of the evening wai 
paned in friyolooe and childish games, idle gasconades, an<f 
gross debauchery, only suspend^ when he paused to mecfi* 
tate some new project €€ cruelty and vengeance. 

Thus, like Belshazzar, did he eaitnise even at the moment 
when his empire was rapidly passing away from him. The 
Prietorians, retiring to tiieir camp, had proclaimed Galba 
emperor ; and Nero, awaking about midnight, was aston- 
ished to find he had no guards. Jumping out of bed, he 
hurried with a few of his freedmen and slaves to the houses 
of his fiiends, in order to consult them. Every door was 
stmt, nobody would answer liim, and on his return to his 
palace he found that the officers of his bedchamber had 
decamped, after plundering the apartment, and carrying off 
his box of poison. Driven to despair, he thought for a mo- 
ment of throwing himself headlong into the Tiber ; but 
Phaon, one of his freedmen^ proposing to T^onceal him in a 
small house that he pdssefflied, about four miles from RomO, . 
Nero accepted his offer, and without awaiting to put sandals 
upcm his feet, and only equipped in a tunic, he wrapped 
himself up in a brown-coloured cloak, covered his head^ 
held a handkerchief to his face, mounted on horseback, and» 
rode away with only /oar attendants. 



CHAPTER IL 

Oirsof those who accompanied the emperor in his flight 
was a Jew, named Aaron, of Gibeon. Though thus called 
from the pli&ce Of his birth, his residence had been at Jem* 
ealem, where he had carried on the business of a dealer ill 
-drugs and perfumes, deriving profit iirom supplying the tern- 
pie with the latter commodities, as well as from his bteing 
occasionally engaged, on the festivals and great ceremonies^ 
to play upon the psaltery, of which he was a perfect master. 
In an insurrection of bis countrymen he bad enoouraged 

A3 
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Ihem by mgiDg some 9f the Maccabae war*bjmiis to the 
accompaniment of this inatrumenty in which rebellious occa- 
pation he was taken prisoner by the Romans, who would 
immediately have put him to death, as an incendiary and 
disturber of the public peace, but for the interference of one 
of their of&ceis. Struck by the sound and appearance of 
the psaltery, which he had never before seen, the Roman 
conceived that his prisoner might prove an acceptable pres- 
ent to NerOf who was not only passionately addicted to 
music of all sorts, but ever ready to bestow liberal rewards 
on those who could stimulate his jaded senses by the excite- 
ment of a new pleasure. Being ordered home with des- 
patches, the officer carried bis captive with him to Rome. 
Kor was he disappointed in his expectations, for Nero, smit- 
ten with the instrument, and pleased with the strange garb 
and appearance of the bearded performer, gave a large 
recompense to the soldier who brought him to the palace, 
and received the Jew among the number of his musical 
slaves. He even condescended to take lessons of him ; and 
his instructer, who was by no means deficient in the cunning 
of his nation, and had besides received a friendly hint on the 
subject, took good care to be very soon surpassed by his 
pupil. With the subtlety of the Hebrews, Aaron possessed 
also his full share of their religious patriotism, and being not 
Jess weary of the perpetual taunts and insults to which he 
i^as exposed in the palace, than anxious to return to Jerusa* 
lem, where he had left a wife and daughter, to both of whom 
he was tenderly attached, he humbly implored Nero to set 
him free, observing with artful flattery, that as he was now 
completely eclipsed in his own profession, there could be 
no reason for retaining him as a musician. 

^^ You desire freedom, and who are so free as the dead ?** 
asked Nero, quoting the line of a play in which he had often 
publicly acted. The petitioner slunk from his presence 
abashed, for he knew that the emperor had conferred this 
unwelcome species of freedom on many of his mimes and 
parasites when they ceased to amuse him, or presumed to 
adicit their manumission ; and he dreaded a similar fate for 
himself, should he ever renew his application. 

Rendered half desperate by incessantly thinking of his 
wife and child, and of his beloved country, just then about 
io enter into a formal war with Uie Roman power, the Jew 



Jiad nearly reiolTedto atttmpl lus eael^ frma the*i>alaei^at 
all Tiaks, wfaen at the motn^txtf Nero^s flighty apcideot made 
tuna ae^iainted witii bii design, and he offered to' accompany 
fainiy noty as it may well be supposed, from any attachment 
^ to the tyrant, but in the hope that he would take him with 
him to Eg^t, whither he talked of retiring, and wheneOf 
aa he flattered himself, he might easily find his way to Jeru- 
salem. Nero, humbled, terrified, and willing to accept aiiy 
aerrices that were ofiered to him in the present extremity of 
his fate, granted his request, only binding him to inriolable 
secrecy; and the fiigitives, muffling themselves up In their 
cloaks, trembling with apprehension, and dreading an enemy 
in every being they encountered, stole out of Rome by the 
least frequented route they could select 

A hole haying been made in the wall of Phaon's house at 
Oatia, in order that the entrance of the party might not be 
discovered, the emperor crawled through, and in a room 
belonging to one of the slaves, laid himself down to rest on 
An old mattress covered witii a ragged, quilt. As he still 
compLaiued of hunger and thirst, tliey brought him some 
pTown bread, which he refused, and only drank a little warm 
water ; after which, worn out with his exertions, and with 
the want of repose on the preceding night, he at length fell 
asleep. 

His dreams had probably presented him some pleasant 
images connected with his sanguinary projects, for he awoke 
with a smiling countenance, exclaiming — *' Is it done, Lo- 
custa ?-^ar^ they all dead — the whole Senate ?" but as a 
glance showed him the miserable bed on which he lay, hia 
countenance suddenly fell, his real situation rushed upon his 
menK>ry, and he struck his hands sharply together, crying 
out, " 1 am lost! — I am lost I there is an end of Nero l" — 
Inquiring eagerly of Aaron, who sat by his bed-side, whe* 
ther tmj fresh news had been received from Rome, he was 
informed that one of Phaon's servants had just arrived, 
bringing with him the decree of the Senate against the ex- 
emperorO 

^^ The ea;*emperor I" cried Nero, starting up in his bed, 
while a momentary fierceness passed over his features f but 
their dejected expression almost instantly returned, and he 
continued with a mournful voice— *^ Where is the man?-*- 
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lelUnb»lttlrafaMi--*l0liMiMfii«ir fMeiMi <Mil lltt 
Ihad poboDtd dMm all befbrahtnd V* 

Phioii's tenranty oa «Btoriiif tiie apartnentt feU on Ms 
kneo) With the oualoiiiiry aakitation of, ** Hail ! CwHari*^ 
wkea tha enipeiOT mqiatlanUy mattaiiiig, ** Not Cft8ar« IM; 
•mperory but CkiidiuB Domitius Nero, waA aoon to be a heap 
of ashes !'* snatched the decree iVoin his hand, and ran o?er 
it with stardng eyes. Scaroelj had he finished its perasd, 
iriien the sekhms sent to arrest him beset his hidin|f-place, 
and the tyrant finally committed saicide, under circumstances 
of puerile procrastination and irresolution, which must be 
^too well known to the reader to require recapitulation. After 
Us death, the companicms of his flight quitted the cottage 
and dispersed themsdves, according to the impulse of their 
several hopes and feats. 

Leaving the others to their fate, it is our purpose to follow 
tiie fortunes of Aaron the Jew, who bdng conscious that, as 
a palace^riave, be was still the property of Nero's suocesscM*, 
whoever he might be, resolved at al] events not to return to 
Rome, but to endeavour to n(ake his way back to JudM. 
Although he had secured a purse of gold before he quitted 
the palace, which would so far facilitate his project, he was 
aware that it was by no means of easy accomplishment. His 
servile dress might be thrown aside, and by assuming the 
freedman's cap of liberty, he might escape interrogation or 
detentitm ; but religious scruples forbade Jiim to cut ofi'his 
beard, and there was no small danger in travelling as one of 
the Jews, whom the Pagans often identified with the Chris- 
tians. In the ruthless and horrible persecution to which the 
latter had been subjected after ibe burning of Rome, of which 
they were falsely accused, many Hebrews htd perished, the 
Romans not alwajrs stopping to discriminate between Judaean 
- Christians and unconverted Jews. To avoid this peril, and 
yet preserve his cherished beard, Aaron provided a loose robe 
and staff, and gave himself out for an Egyptian philosopher, 
returning to his own country. In this garb he made his way 
to Ostia, well knowing that the sooner he got on board ship 
the greater would be his chance of safety and escape ; but 
while he was inquiring for a vessel, he heard an officer make 
proclamation, in the name of the new emperor, tvaroing all 
deserters and runaway slaves to return to their posts, and 
offering rewards to those who should discover and apprehend 
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self, and that the 7>ablic lofonners, alwa^ a xranierotia aod 
Aviideit hodjf would be rendered doubly tigilant hj the 
pioniiaed reeompenfle, he retreated from the populous town 
orOBtia, and^ eoncealiug himself for some time in the Tieinity, 
Ofiij Tentured forth in the dusk of the eteoinif to purchase 
proTiffionsy and seek for a ship bound to Syria, or any part of 
the East. 

Two days after thb occurrence, he was fortunate enough 
to }»t>cure a passage on board a vessel bound for Cythnos, 
one of the^lslands c^the iEgean Sea,4aden chiefly with sculp- 
tuves and omamen to destined for a Templeof Neptune/newiy 
erected upon the island, and hamg on board several priests 
of the marine deity, who were to officiate in bis new fane, 
and who had been to Rome to solicit contributions. Al- 
though sincerdy attached to his faith, which indeed const!* 
luted the patriotism as well as the religion of the Jews, 
Aaron was not zealot enough to run the risk of being thrown 
overboard by inyeigfaing agaiiust the superstitious practices 
of his fellow-passengers. Sacrifice was offered every day 
"before a figure of Neptune, enshrined on the deck, and his 
protection was duly invoked by the priests and crew, moat 
•f whom were Greeks ; notwithstanding which assiduous 
homage of his votaries, the deity treated them but scurvily. 
One dark night, they ran against a large ship coming from 
Egypt with an enormous obelisk of granite intended to 
adorn the palace of Nero, when toeir vesse received so 
mucA damage in tne noc<, tant they were :dliged to put 
into port to repair. Subsequently she sprang aleak, which 
compelled them again to run for the nearest harbour, where 
they w^e detained some time ; and when they at length 
approached Oytfanos, displayed the sacred fiag of Neptune, 
and expected that every boat belonging to the island would 
gather round with music and hymns, to escort them trium- 
phantly to the quay, and proceed thence in grand procession 
to the temple of their patron deity, they were not a little 
startled atfind'mg themselyes surrounded with galleys of war, 
crowded with a medley of wild, ferocious-loolnng'men, who 
scrambled on board with arms in their hand, and most un- 
ceremoniously took possession of the vessel in the name of 
the Emperor Nero, before whom they summoned the priests; 
^tewt and papsengers to make their immediate appearance, 
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•Mertinf that he wa« at the mamant honpuriog tfaa laiaiid 

with his august pretence. 

Detestable as be was aod every way worthy €>f execratioB« 
the deceased tyrant had numerous partisans so zealous to 
honour his memory that some of them for several years 
decked his tomb with flowers, while others covertly replaced 
his statue in the tribunal for harangues, and published 
edicts in his name* as if he were soon to reappear and re- 
venge himself on his enemies. Nor need we wonder at this 
information, if we recollect that his frequent largesses and 
l^eneral relaxation of discipline must naturally have gained 
him the soldiers* hearts ; while the licentious entertainments 
in which he had taken part, and his open encouragement of 
every vice, were equally calculated to attach to him the 
lovers of 4>leasure, and ail the haters of moral restraint. In 
the general corruption of manners then prevailing, these 
would form a numerous class, all eager to propagate the 
report that their imperial patron was still living ; a rumour 
to which the Christians, smarjting under the cruelties he had 
inflicted, lent themselves by indulging the notion that he still 
remained in the flesh, and was reserved to be the Antichrist. 

Encouraged by the prevalence of this strange report, as 
well as by the disorders that intervened between the death of 
the tyrant and the establishment of his successor, an obscure 
but audacious freedman, who resembled the deceased empe- 
ror in figure and musical talent, and wanted not the courage 
that might support his imposture, started up in Pontus, and 
^ave himself out for Nero. The Roman empire had always 
been infested with gangs of runaway slaves, gladiators, de- 
eerters, and malefactors, ready to enrol themselves under 
any commander who could lead them on to plunder. By 
the most magnificent promises, for he had nothing else to 
bestow, the counterfeit Nero drew to his standard a pretty 
numerous band of these desperadoes and marauders, with 
whom he embarked ; and being thrown by a storm upon the 
Island of Cythnos, assumed in form.the name of Claudius 
Domitius Nero, and caused himself to be proclaimed Caesar 
and emperor. Having succeeded in enlisting some soldiers 
who were returning from the £ast upon furlough, he acted 
most unequivocally up to his assumed character ; putting to 
death those who refused to acknowledge him ; committing 
acts of piracy upon th(B ^geau Sea ; and devoting the plun- 
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4ev thus acquired to the parcfaaae <tf amie aiid the eqnijpaient 

pf his heterogeneous band. 

A detachment of these insui^ents baving taken poasession 
of the jeaaeL in which Aaron was sailing on her arriyal at 
Cythnosi overhauled the cargo, without much respect for 
its sacred character and destination, and hurried the crew 
and passengers before the soi-disant emperor. They found 
him seated upon an extempore throne in the atriura of a 
handsome house, with eagles, lictors, fasces, and all the 
mingled symbols of military and civil authority displayed 
ostentatiously before him, while he was surrounded by a 
motley assemblage of as ferocious-looking freebooters as 
ever cut a throat; a few completely armed, some half 
equipped, and the rest brandishing such substitutes for weap* 
ons as they had been able to convert upon the spur of the 
occasion. Aaron observed that this extravagant impostor 
affected to imitate his prototype not only in his voiced and 
vulgar familiarity of manner, but even in his musical mania, 
and his fantasUcal freaks of tyranny. Since his arrival in the 
island, indeed, he had been endeavouring to establish his 
authenticity by several capricious acts of cruelty, ordering 
Che man to be scourged to death for omitting his titles of 
Caesar and emperor ; another to be behi^ded for accidentally 
treading upon his toe ; a third to be poisoned for sending 
him up an unpalatable dish at dinner ; and others to suffer 
capital punishment for delinquencies equally trivial. When 
he sat in judgment — for he decided every thing himself— he 
occasionally suspended the proceedings to play a tune upon 
the fiddle, picking his teeth afterward, and yawning, and 
pronouncing the fatal sentence of *^ I, Lictor, Kcpedi 
cruces,*' with such a drawling unconcern, that many who had 
previously doubted his idenjtity were induced to change 
their opinion, believing that none but the genuine and veri- 
table Nero would presume to exercise his imperial functions 
with so careless and consummate an atrocity. The priests 
of Neptune, after being stripped of the pious offerings they 
brought with them from Rome, were dismissed to their 
temple* which he had already plundered, with the assurance, 
hawever, that the whole should be faithfully refunded when 
he was re-established in the plenary authority as emperor* 
The crew being all able-bodied men, were impressed into 
his service ; and there now only remained to dispose of 



AifOQf vriio in tMWtr to Ae fcrtortog a t o rioi prt toUflif and 
in rdiance upon the ignoranoe of bis exanunanty boUif 
daelMed hioiMlf to be an Egyptian philoaoph6r» who had 
been traTelUng for inatniotiiMi and amuementy and wat now 
returning to iSa own oonntrj. 

•« I eee the eloakttid the beard,*^ said the opatart emperor; 
«* bat I do not yet aee the philosopher. What may the word 
mean,pr'ytheef* 

<' GiBsar is pleased to jest,'* replied Aaron, makin|f the 
act of homage ; ** he is doubtless well aware thai the philoso* 
phefy if he deserr^ the name, is a lover of wisdom." 

** And pray, good lover of wisdom, how much can you pay 
me for your ransom, if I suffer you to pursue your journey to 
the land of the priests and crocodiles ?" 

**1 need not remind the emperor that philosophen are 
always poor." 

^* Then you are fools, not lovers of wisdom. What avails 
your musty lore, unless it can gratify your wishes, elevate yoa 
above your fellow men, enable you to trample them beneath 
your feet, and make you a sort of god upon earth ?" 

** I was not aware that even wealth could effect all this." 

^ But all that I have said, ay, and more too, can beaecom- 
plished by thiSf** cri^ the sham Cesar, suddenly drawing 
his sword ; "nay, start not^-I will spare your throat for the 
present ; I will not even ship your beard — ^yes, this shining 
bit of steel is your only true philosophy, for it can enable its 
possessor to make fortune herself his slave, and cut his way. 
— Uctors! guards! seize me yonder fellow standing on the 
bench ; he has not only presumed to make himself taller 
than Ciesar, but has squinted at me twice. The third time 
might be ominous, so take him out, and whip me off his head, 
— Away !" The unfortunate squinter was hurried out of the 
room, and his head struck from his dioulders before he had ^ . 
time to expostulate against the sentence ; while the bystan- * 
ders, instead of being shocked at this act of atrocity, saw in 
it nothing but an additional proof that its author could be no 
other than the indisputable Nero, to some of whose playful 
enormities it certainly bore a striking resemblance. ' ^ Where 
was I?'* drawled the impostor, again turning* to wards Aaron. 
** I was observing that the philosopher who knows bow to 
vrield a sword may carve his own fortune, and cut his way to 
a throne, which, I take it, is somewhat better worth than the 



irif of words, ini the empty sopbittfos t&slyea Agoi^ 
widi the name ef wiadom. Wf^um what canst do, thou 
bearded goat 1 Canst fight, or blow a trumpet, or labrieald 
triBS, or perform any thing that may assist me to eqaip my 
Imfe soldiers?*^ 

^ Aaron answered in the negatiroy hoping that by making 
himself out to be ttnsenrioeable he should reeem his di»- 
missal. ^ 

** Why then, good kfter of wisdom, and sapient doer of 
notMng, tboa art an ass, and a useless consumer of Tictualsr'^ 
resumed his interrogator ; ** and as such shalt be put to death 
forthwith, unless thy philosophy can gi?e thee as many nod- 
dles as Cerberus. Let this bearded fellow^s head— stay-^ 
thou niayst perchance procure ransom. I give thee iBve 
days fi>r that purpose, and if the gM be not tiben (brth- 
comingy thou shait assuredly share the fate of the sqninter. 
I hare said. — Away with him to prison ! bring me my lute, 
and let supper be served instantly." 

So saying, the mock emperor dMcendad from his throne, 
and withdrew with some of his chosen compotators to the 
eating apartment, while Aaron, cast into a dark and un- 
wholesome dungeon, had leisure to reflect on the strange 
fate T^hich, just as he had escaped from the clutches of one 
Nero, threw him into the fangs of another still more ferocious 
and ruthless. In the eyes of the latter, as he had just wit- 
nessed, human life appeared to be a matter of utter insignifi- 
cance, so that if the remnant of gold which he had con- 
cealed about his person did not procure a remisak>n of the 
sentence, there could be no doubt whaterer that at the end 
of five days he would be sacrificed to the freaks of tiuB 
sanguinary inipostor. His wife, his daughter, his beloved 
Jeirusalenr, and the store of shekels and Maccabees which 
he had buried in the cellar of his house in the Holy City, 
mournfully haunted his imagination ; and he saw no hope, 
in whatever direction he turned his thoughts, except the 
vague possibility that before the end of five days, some acci- 
dent might happen to the truculent pretender, and thus pre- 
vent the execution of his purpose. 

Even this chance, feeble as it was, was soon titteriy des- 
troyed* Aaron had been indiscreet enough to mention that 
he had seen the dead body ^ Nero, in the hearing of one 
of the sailors, who, either out of some grudge he had con- 
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•eirsd agaiMt tlie Jews, or more probably in the expeetetion 
of reward from the moek emperori related to liiin what he 
had heard. 

*' Ha ( hadi he seen Nero> dead body ?" exclaimed the 
latter, ^* theni by the beard of Jupiter ! and by the temple of 
Apollo ! I will see his, and thus shall we be quits. Let a 
gibbet be erected thirty feet high, and give the lying knare 
notice that he shall dangle upon it at noon to-merrow." 

At this unexpected announcementy Aaron was reduced to 
despair, nor could he even compose his thoughts so as to 
be enabled to meet his fate with becoming fortitude ; for the 
noise of erecting the scaffolding and gil^et immediately in 
front of his dungeon completely bewildered his brain ; erery 
etroke of the hammer sounding as if the iron fell upon his 
hearty and brought with it a new death as often as it was re- 
peated« At length, the workmen ceased, and in the silence 
of the night, only broken by such loose watch and ward ss 
these undisciplined insurgents thought necessaiy to maintain, 
the wretched prisoner had leisure to ponder uninterruptedly, 
finr sleep was out of the question, upon the dismal prospect 
of thus ignominiouaiy ending his days on a public scaffold, in 
a foreign land. In such meditations the night was wearing 
miserably away, and he was expecting the dawning of the 
last sun that should ever shine upon him, when a distant and 
isonfosed noise fell upon his ear, to which, at first, he paid 
little attention, deeming it might be some disturbance among 
the lawless bands into whose power he had fallen* Presently, 
however, it became louder and more distinct; it drew 
nearer, shouts were heard, and he caught the hoarse and 
hurried cry of ** Treason ! treason t^-to arms ! to arms 1'' 
quickly followed by the fierce chishing of swords, the yells 
of enraged combatants, and all the clamour and clangour of 
a desperate conflict ; sometimes rolling away to a little dis- 
tance, and again seeming togaUier around the very doors of 
his prison, l^ore than once he could recognise the voice 
of the usurper, braced in this emergency to a loud and ani- 
mated pitch, encouraging his men to fight for the Emperor 
Nero, to whom they had sworn allegiance, and promising the 
most extravagant rewards if they proved triumphant. These 
evidences of an obstinately fought battle were prolonged, 
until a great shout seemed to declare that one aide or the 



other had aobi^ved a viotoiy, and the aoimds o£ fuiy aa^ 
fighting gradually died awajr^ 

It was now broad dayligbty when tbeaui^eQse and anxiety 
of Aaron became bo intolerable, that he cried out with all 
his force, and beat violently against the door of his dungeony 
which was at length oprened, and to his inexpressible relief, 
he found himself surrounded by regular Roman soldiers* 
Scattered arms and accoutrements covered the ground 4 the 
bodies of the conquered rebele^ who had fought with the 
courage of despair, were thickly strewed over the field of 
battle, and as^aron passed along he recognised that of the 
3e]Pstyled Nero, scored with woiinds, the .ferocious expres- 
sion of his eyes and features, which not even death could 
tame, attesting the audacity of character that had prompted 
him to the enterprise in which he perished. The reprieved 
prisoner, half wild with joy at witnessing this destruction of 
the banditti and their leader, was carried before the~Roman 
Ifoneral, Calphurnius Asprenas, who informed him, that 
having been appointed Governor of Galatia and Family Ua, 
he was sailing thither with some galleys, and a detachment 
of soldiers for the Eastern army, when they cast anchor off 
the Island of Cythnos, and having learned the proceedings 
and pretensions of the supposititious Nero,^ he had resolveid 
to crush his enterprise by a €<mp de main. For this purpose 
Jhe landed bis ^oopsin the night, and unexpectedly attacking 
the insurgents, had gained a complete, though by na means 
an uncontested, victory. Politely expressing his satisfaction 
at having been vthe means of rescuing Aaron from the tragi- 
cal doom with which he had been threatened, the generak 
tiien informed him that he wi^ at liberty to quit the island 
whenever he chose ; a permission of which, after the most fer- 
vent expressdons of gratitude, he lost no time in availing him- 
self. On the very next morning he was fortunate enough to 
procure a passage on board (tmerchant- vessel bound for Jopr 
pa, and as he sailed away from the unlucky shore of Cythnos, 
and cast his eyes upon the lofty gibbet that had been intended 
for his execution, at the foot of which the 'wretch who had 
condemned him was now lying lifeless, he could hardly per- 
suade himself that the whole adventure .was not a fearful 
dream, and knew not how to be sufficiently thankful to Hea- 
ven for having thus suddenly snatched him l|om the jaws of 
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dMtb» and polb^M^ hiaitlM iaiMditte anddeliglidtf {»ot> 
peel of once more embracing his wife and dangbterf once 
more beholdiog the pride and glory of tlie earth, the Holy 
City of Jenitalem 1 



CHAPTER in. 

Aaxoii*0 fomewhat shiggiih feelings were not easily 
arouiedf except through the direct medium of his aense8» 
although* when tims awdcened, they were not deficient in 
▼ehemencey especially where his religion or his natife 
country was concerned. Upon these subjects, indeed, he 
was, like almost every other Jew, easily incited to enthusiasm. 
It was this susceptibility which, having prompted him to 
join a sortie of his fBilow-oonntrymen as a volunteer musi- 
cian, had occanoned his being taken prisoner and sent to 
Rome, and which now filled his bosom with mingled sen- 
sations of delight and sorrow as he stepped ashore at Joppa> 
and once more set his foot upon the sacred soil of Palestine. 
So predominant was the fi>rmer feeling when he jumped upon 
tiie strand with a loud cry of** Hosanna ! praised be the God 
of Israel !*' that he snatched up a handful of the sand, 
kissed it, and pressed it to his heart in a devout ecstasy ; 
but this momentary joy was succeeded by fht most moumfiil 
impressions as he advanced towards the town, or rather 
towards the ruins that marked its former site, for since his 
last 'visit Joppa had been completely sacked and destroyed. 
Its local advantages, however, as the nearest seaport to Je- 
rnsalemi soon attracting mercantile and other settlers toihe 
place, it was once more rising from its ashes at the period of 
Aaron^s arrival. 

By his inquiries of the new inhabitants, he learned that 
nany of the towns and citadels of Judea had been taken by 
tile Komans ; tiiat Vespasian was gone up with a mighty 
ferce to invest Jenisalem, and that (he whole country of 
Palestine was, according to the report of travellers, a mise- 
t«Me scene of disorder, rapine, and warfare* Griered at 
this intelligence, Aaron began to apprehend, that although 
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8o easj to reach it, and to omhraee hia wUb and daughtATj 
aa ha at first flattemi himself; and he re«^?ed| for his better 
protection^ to retain hia costume of a travelling pfaiIos«qpher« 
F^m Aeir knciwn poverty persons erf* this stamp were gena- 
tbUj allowed to pass unmolested ; whUe the smattering of 
medical knowledge which many of them possessed, and the 
skill in divination of which they were all suspected by the 
ignorant, secured for them a portion of redpect which few 
other wayfarers could boast. He departed fiom Joppa, 
therefore, without altering his garb, and baying first visited 
the splendid tomb of the Maccabees \n the vicinity of the 
city, which had escaped the devastations of war and faction, 
and where he sighed over the vanity of human hopes, as he 
beheld the niches destined to receive the jBuccessors of that 
illustriotts family, which had idready become eiitinct, he pro* 
ceeded with a heavy heari in the direction of Bethshenieth. 
Every step as he advanced increased bis dejection, for the 
deserted fields, disfigured by a rank overgrowth c^ weeds 
and brambles that threatened soon to reconvert the eountiy 
to a desert ; the ruined and abandoned villages ; and the 
corrupting dead bodies left unburied by the road-side, attested 
in all directions the frightful ravage of civil and foreign 
war. Even where a population of any ^ort was to be founds 
it only led him to regret the solitude he had left behind ; 
bands of robbers^ deserters, and outlaws overran the coun* 
try, visiting with rapine and murder those who had escaped 
the previous miseries of war, * 

Environed with such perils, it can hardly be supposed 
that our traveller, in spite of his philosopher's garb, could 
altogether escape annoyance. More than once he waa 
stopped and rigorously searched, bat his few remaining 
pieces of gold were so efiectually concealed that they baffled 
detection, and he was dismissed upon his way, sometimes 
with abuse, sometimes with blows, deeming himselffortunate 
that no more serious violence was ever inflicted upon him. 
A marked contrast was afforded, when, in the midst of this 
lawlessness and anarchy, he reached any of the Roman 
stationnij in the vicinity of which guards and sentinels being 
planted at stated distances, and a system of signals estab^ 
lished, all was order and security for the peacefol wayfarers ; 
though they scruplednot to inflict the last extremities of milir 
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tary law upon the araied insurgents, whom they conndered 
and treated as irreclaimalde rebels. Aaron now knew too 
well the might and bdomitable obstinacy of the Romans not 
to be aware that the Jews were committing themselves to an 
utterly hopeless contest, — a conviction that gathered strength 
as he had additional opportunities for observing the miiserable 
disunion and distractions of his own naticm. And yet when 
be gained the summit of an ascent, and in the bright crystal 
atmosphere of an autumnal morning saw outstretched before 
him the Holy City with all its glories, crowning a precipi- 
tous rocky eminence, belted round with green hills, every 
spot of which was hallowed by a thousand religious and pa- 
triotiG associations, his heart leaped in his bosom, and he 
became instantly transported with a proud and pious eiAhu- 
siasm. Uttering a loud cry of joy, and clapping his hands 
together, he fell upon his knees, exclaiming with an impas- 
sioned energy, ^* Hosannal hail to thee, Shelomith ! my peace^ 
my happiness ! Hail to thee, Salem i Hail to thee, Zion, the 
dwelling-place of the Lord ; the chosen mountain of Jeho- 
vah ; the Holy City, the queen of the whole earth ! — I see the 
impregnable walls and bulwarks ; above them soars the 
glorious temple, with its white marble and golden plates, 
glittering in the sun like a mountain of snow on which the 
stars have descended ; — yonder are the lofly towers and the 
stately palace of Herod, and the fortress of Antofiia, and 
the columns of the Maccabees ; — behold ! the sacred banner 
of the Lord floats triumphantly above the gilded roof of the 
temple ; and lo ! from the midst of its unseen courts a 
pillar of smoke rising from the altar of burnt-ofierings, and 
climbing majestically up to heaven, gives me pleasant assur- 
ance that even in this hour of siege and peril the priests of 
the Lor<^ do not neglect the daily ofBc^ed of our religion. 
Glory to Soly ma ! Glory to the God of Israel — Hallelu-jah !" 
For some minutes bis eye wandered over and individual- 
ized all the prominent objects and buildings, resting ulti- 
mately upon that quarter that contained the humble dwelling 
within which he had left his beloved wife and daughter, upon 
whom his thoughts fixed themselves with a tenderness tibat 
increased as he once more contemplated the houses among 
which they resided. He lost himself in conjecturing which 
room of the dwelling they at that moment occupied ; what 
were their inunediate employaieBts ; and as he again fancied 
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himaelf at home, his thoughts found a leisure moment for 
descending to the cellar, and to the buried pot of shekels 
and Maccabees* 

Starting from this domestic and pecuniary revery, his eye 
fell upon the Moubt^f Olives and the encircUpg heights of 
Jerusalem, sereral of them bristling with a fortified en- 
campment, which he instantly discovered to be Roman. At 
this dismal prospect the temporary exaltation of his mind 
rapidly subsided, and he continued, in a desponding tone> 
'^Alas! for the Holy City! she is even now a prisoner—^ 
the toils of the Roman are round about her — she is in the 
lion's den — and unless she have the miraculous deliverance 
of Daniel, 9he must Ml a prey to the universal spoiler. Oh, 
wretched Jerusalem!*' This ejaculation was frequently- 
repeated as he drew nearer, and marked with a heavy heart 
the desolation that had completely altered the features of 
the surrounding territory. What he had left a green and 
smiling paradise was now converted into a dismal desert ; 
the delicious gardens, the shady groves, the picturesque 
pleasure-houses, perched amid bowers and arbours, had all 
disappeared ; not a cottage, or tree, or c^ven a i^ngle shrubs 
was left standing ; all was ruin and destruction ; the beauty 
and gloiy of the scenery being so utterly defaced, that he 
could scarcely recognise the spots even of his most familiar 
resort. To the sadness occasioned by this prospect was 
now added a misgiving as to the possibility of his making 
his way into the city, for he saw that the walls were closelj 
invested upon every side, and could scarcely bear to reflect 
upon the possible fate of his family, left without his protec- 
tion, either if the city should be taken by assault, or if, hy 
the prolongation of the.siege, the horrors of famine should 
be superadded to the other calamities of war. 

In the, midst of these gloomy forebodings, he was chal^ 
lenged by the sentinels of one of the Roman outposts, made 
prisoner, and carried before a centurion, who, upon inter- 
rogating him, observed that he spoke with a foreign accent, 
and expressing a suspicion that he was a disguised Jew, 
and perhaps a spy, suggested the propriety of his being ex- 
amined by Josephus. '^I heard at Joppa," said Aaron, 
*^ that Josephus, the son of Matthias; had joined the Ronians, 
and if it be him of whom you speak^ I would gladly have 
speech of him, for I knew him at Rome." 
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•^ Whoie fon k» niftj be I know nott** sudtbdceDtarioD; 
« bal I speak of Joiepiros the Jew» before whom we hare 
orders to carrj all suspicious characters." 

Aaron was aceordiogl^ conducted towards the camp as a 
prisoner. On bis reaching the tent, and being conducted 
into the presence of his countryman, he found him writing 
at a table, probabl/collectiog materiak for his great work, 
the Histfivy of the Jews, which he subsequently published 
at Rome. Dismissing the soldiers, Josephus sduted Aaron, 
whom he immediately recognised, and listened to the detail 
of his adventures mnce he left Borne ; at the conclusion of 
which he justified his own defection from the Jewish cause, 
by contending that God himself had obviously abandoned 
it; maintainmg that the writings (rf* their own prophets 
foretold the destruction of Jerusalem about the present time ; 
and inferring that Heaven had left the Jews, and gone over 
to the Romans, from many circumstances, and more par- 
ticularly from the fact that the waters of Siloam, which bad 
been latterly dried up whenever the Jews could come at 
them, fiowed so plentifully since the fi)ontain had been in 
possessipn of the Romans, as even to supply their horses 
and cattle, besides their whole camp. Within the walls of 
the doomed city, he stated the war of the factioxui among 
themselves to be no inveterate, and the sufierings of the 
whole population so horrible, that the final surrender could 
not be much longer delayed ; warning Aaron, that if he 
joined himself to their numbers, he could only expect to 
perish miserably, as multitudes had already done in the 
defence of the place, or at its capture to be made a slave 
for life, and see his family condemned to the same fate. 

Admitting the force of these arguments, Aaron consented, 
should he get admission into the city, and find its plight as 
desperate as it had been represented, to seize the first op- 
portunity of escaping from it with his wife and daughter; 
on the faith of which assurance, Josephus told him that the 
Jews,' according to the information of a deserter, meditated 
a sally on the coming night, adding, that as they would 
doubtless be driven back as usual, Aaron might join the 
fugitives in their retreat, and under cover of the night, pass 
through the gates with them. 

Previously, however, to the execution of this project, 
Josephus requested his friend would accompany hini| gfid 



eominunicate to Ve^askn tiie particulars of Nero's deatbf 
as well as the freaks and ultimate fate of the impostor of 
Cythaos. Thej found the general aad his son Titus in a 
spacious but unadorned and meanly-fupnished tent, both of 
them covered with dust and perspiration from a skirmish in 
whicli they had been p^^a^nally engaged with a band of 
Idumasans, who had attacked one of the Roman conioy$« 
and just sitting down, with a single attendant, to a meal that 
even a common soldier would hardly have deemed luxurious. 
They listened with great interest to Aaron's relation, at the 
conclusion of which the general said : *•* l£ you deem your- 
self unlucky to have fallen into the clutches of two Neros, 
you ar« at least fortunate to have escaped from both ; nor 
have i less reBSon to be grateful to the blind goddess ; for 
when I accompanied the late tyrant into Greece, and fell 
asleep while he recited one of his poetical compositions, 
everybody gave me up for lost." 

^'And have not I, too, reason to be thankful for still 
wearing a head V^ asked Josephus, addresijng himself to 
the general, **• when even in the life-time of the terrible Nero 
I predicted that you would one day become emperor,— a 
prophecy which H. now repeat with greater confidence thsm 
ever."* 

<^ Tush ! no more of this !" cried Vespasian. ** These are 
dangerous and foolish vaticinations. I have not forgotten 
that I was once a horse-doctor, and I cannot brieve that I 
shall ever come to wear the pnrple." 

**Nor can I, my father !" cried Titus, warmly ; "if the 
licentious Prfletorian cohorts are to dispose of the empire, and 

'*^ Many others, led by the probability of the occurrence, had ven- 
tured a similar prophecy. "The event,** says the philosophical 
Tacitus, " made us all very wise. After seeing Vespasian's eleva* 
tion, we soon concluded it foretold by Heaven by various presages," 
£Ten the Jewish propheeies that the chief and deliverer of nations 
should arise in Judea, ,were applied to Vespasian-. M. Bossuet is 
indignant that Josephus the historian, a worshipper and priest of 
the true God, should have jianctioned this perversion of the Scri^ 
lures. '* Blind, blind indeed," he exclaimsi "so to give away the 
hope's of Jacob and of Judah to strangers, by seeking the son •f 
Abraham and of David in Vespasian^ and ascribing to an idolatroDS 
prince the title of him whose light was to convert the Gentiles from 
idolatry." Though Vespasian might affect to speak slightingly of 
divination, he was a strict believer in it, even consulting a Jewish 
oracle upon Mount Carmel. 

Vol. I.— B 
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to sell it, OB tbfiy bare done, to Gralba. But if the highest 
virtue is t(» achieve the greatest dignity ; if the purple should 
ever be bestowed upon pre-eminence in valour, wisdom, and 
tnerit, who so likely to attain it as Vespasian ?'* 

** To judge by this flattery, one would think I had already 
won it. A truce to such discourse, my son^ and recollect 
that it is a poor compliment to the Roman people to deem 
me worthy of becoming their emperor, simply because I 
have done my duty." 

^* Even in that you are ten thousand times more worthy 
than any they have had since Augustus Cs9sar,'' said Jose- 
ph us. ^^ Oh ! )iow different from these lazy and luxurious 
PriBtorians, who presume to give masters to the world, is the 
brave army now encamped' around us ! And oh I what a 
contrast to the effeminate tyrants whom they setup, is offered 
by our general, who, with all the simplicity of the republican 
times, shares the hardships of his hardy legions, and mainly 
upholds that mighty empire which is thus shamelessly and 
unlawfully played for by a set of debauched gamblers at 
Rome.*' 

Josephns^ who was diffuse of speech, and loved to hear 
himself talk, would have continued in this strain, but that 
Vespasian, reminding him these were no fit topics for soldiers 
to discuss, arose from table, and quitted the tent to give 
orders to his army. 

Aarqfh, on the night of the conversation we have recorded, 
betook bimself to a tomb in the rocks, nearly opposite to the 
Gate of Cphraim, whence the projected sally was to t>e made ; 
where he threw aside his robe and staff, sfid resumed his 
ordinary Jewish dress. Here he had not long remained, when 
he heard his countrymen crossing the narrow bridge over the 
Cedrnn, close to his hiding-place, betraying tbeir progress 
by their confused cries for order and silence. He knew that 
the Romans were lying in ambush at a little distance, wishing 
to decoy their enemies as far as possible from the walls ; and 
his conscience suddenly upbraiding him that, as he was in 
possession of this fact, it was treason towards his townsmen 
not to apprise them of the trap into which they were about 
to fall, he sallied forth, and informed the leaders of the party 
that their intended attack had been betrayed by a deserter. 
Instead of meeting the thanks he expected for this informa- 
tion, he was assailed With every opprobrious epithet, and 
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angiy azclamatioos of ** Down with him i be is himself a 
spy» a deserter^ and a Simonite! Strike the villain down I'* 
This abuse was aecompanied by several lances, which luckilj 
whisszed past him without injury ; but he received so severe 
a blow from a stone, that he found some difficulty in making 
his way back to the tomb, where he remained till the partj 
had all4>as8ed. A pause ensued, but the tumultuous cries 
of the enraged Jews, and the furious claog and clash of bat- 
tle^ soon told him that they bad fallen into the snare, in spite 
of wbich they still fought with their usual desperation. 
Single fugitives! however, presently began to hurry past him 
on their return, folhnved by disordered parties, calling to the 
guard to open the gates, one of which bands he closely fol- 
lowed, and passing with them through the gate, quickly found 
himself once more within the walls of Jerusalem. 

His heart thrilled with exultation at having tlnis far happily 
accomplished his <»bject, and such was tiis habitual reverence 
for the Holy City, that he could not refrain from falling on 
his knees, thanking Heaven for his return, and even kissing 
the very walls of the house beside wbich be was kneeling. 
^Fleeting, indeed, was thi# fervour and self-congratulation ; 
for roving bands o( the opposed factions, scouring the streets 
and striking at every passenger they met, obliged him to pro- 
vide for his personal safety, and to defer for the present all 
tliought of proceeding to his own house. When the morning 
dawned, and the streets became more quiet, he fdllitf ed forth 
from beneath the portico of Helena's Palace, wheq^he had 
taken shelter, and learned with grief and dismay that Jose- 
phus's statement was correct, and that the war within the 
wails was still more furious and implacable than that which 
reigned without. 

In order to obtain admission into the upper town, where 
his residence was situated, he was obliged to cross the bridge 
thrown over, the ravine at the bsck of the temple, and to 
declare himself of the faction of John of Gischala 4 when the 
gate was opened, his name and address were taken down, 
and he was suffered to pass. 

With a throblung heart he approached his own dwelling, 
laid his hand upoq the sacred inscription of the door-post, 
pronounced thensual prayer, and knocked at the door, which, 
after a considerable delay, and some previous scrutiny from 
a window above^was opened by a lame servanjt, named ^ach- 

B 2 



td xomahoi of the sjuar A«a». 

Hiy, who ha^ lived manj years wHh him as an assistant in bis 
trade. **EIi!'' exclaimed the old man, starting back in 
utter amazement, ^^ it is Aaron, mj long lost master! Ho- 
sanna i Glory be to the Lord ! Mariamne ! Mariamne ! 
come forth, come forth, for Hearen has sent back to us your 
long lost father ! Ofa, Aaron, my master Aaron \ how happy 
am I to see you once more !'' 

At these exclamations, the door of an inner apartment was 
hastily thrown open, when the Jew^s daughter, uttering a wild 
scream of joy as she beheld him, rushed forward, and sank 
speechless into his arms. This was a moment of ineffable 
tenderness and ecstasy that none but a parent can know, and 
the tears rolled down the father's cheeks and trickled upon 
his beard, as he enfolded his only child to his thrilling heart. 
Parental pride rendered his delight still more exquisite when 
be found leisure from his caresses to notice how much she 
had improved in personal appearance during his absence. 
Her large soft eyes of hazel, her redundant tresses of jetty 
black, her clear olive complexion, enriched with a peachy 
bloom, ber timid, bashful air, and her graceful form, combined, 
as Aaron fondly thought, every charm that could adorn a 
Jewish maiden in the vernal efflorescence of her beauty. He 
had already inquired for his wife Rebecca Without receiving 
any reply ; and as he now noticed for the 6r8t time that Ma- 
riamne was in mourning, he repeated the question with a 
misgiving soul. The silence and the fast-flowing tears of the 
daughter, together with the downcast looks and the deep 
sigh of Zachary, revealing to him the whole truth, he struck his 
hands together, exclaiming, ** [ see it all — ^I see it all ! My 
faithful Rebecca is dead, the wife of my bosom is no more !" 

When the first agitation of this affecting meeting had sub- 
sided, Zachary ventured to communicate to his master the 
tragic mode of Rebecca's death. A flaming zealot, one of 
the faction of John of Oischala, becoming enamoured of Ma- 
riamne, had pretended to pay his addresses to her, but the 
mother havingdiscoveredthat he was already married, refused 
him admittance to the house when he next presented himself, 
and warmly upbraided him, from one of the open windows, 
for his treacherous designs upon her daughter. Stung to 
sudden rage by this exposure, the villain drew an arrow and 
shot her to the heart, — an act of atrocity that entiled a quick 
retribution, for he was himself killed on the following night 
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in a street rencounter with some of the Simonites. Zachary 
drew a frightfal picture of the state of the city, where there 
was no law, and no power to punish crime, however out- 
rageousand abominable ; so that to preserve Mariamne, whose 
youth and beauty would have inevitably exposed her to the 
unbridied licentiousness of the zealots and ethers, he ha4 
given out that she was dead, and had concealed her in a secret 
apartment at the back of the bouse,, where she had ren^amed 
a prisoner for many weeks past. Such, he added, was the 
prevailing effeminacy and luxury, even in the midst of general 
sickness, approaching famine, and incessant war, both within 
and ivithout the city, that he had sold-at advanced prices all 
thie perfumes in the warehouse (for Aaron carried on the 
business of a druggist and perfumer), and had burled the 
money. More than once had the premises been ransacked 
by some of the toaraQdidg parties, but as they had discovered 
nothing worth carrying off, and imagined a lame ^md infirm 
old man to be the sole occupant pf the house, they had not 
latterly molested him. 

Bestowing the most fervent thanks upon Zachary for hia 
prudence and fidelity, which he assured him should be abunr 
dantly rewarded, Aaron proceeded to make inquiry con- 
cerning his relatives and kinsmen, many of whom, he leamedf 
had perished in the progress jjf the war, while some, having 
joined themsfelves to the adverse faction, were no longer to 
ht encountered, except as enemies, and at the point of the 
sword. Alnio^ overwhelmed with such a mass of dismal 
intelligence, the Jew retired to Mariamne^s apartment, en^ 
deavouring, during th^ day, to solace himsdf in some de- 
gree with the society of his beloved child. In the midst of 
so many causes of sorrow he did not fiiii, however, when 
the other inmates of his house had withdrawn to rest, to 
proceed to the cellar and search for his buried gold, which 
be carefully counted over, and found,. to his no small con- 
solation, that not a single piece was missing. Aaron, it 
must be confessed, was a lover of money, but in extenuation 
of his indulging this propensity at such a monient of pub* 
lie and domestic affliction,- it must be remembered that he 
not only reckoned upon this treasure for facilitating the es« 
cape which be already meditated, but as a means of ransom* 
should he be taken by the enemy, or of future support if he 
should be enabled to get clear away. 



50 BOKARCK OF THS BABX.T AGXS. 

On the following morning he Ballied forth to visit some of 
hit Mirriving relatives, and obtain farther information of 
the stale of the city : on which errand he had scarcely turned 
the corner of the street^ when be heard himself caHed by 
name, and looking round beheld a strange figure, at once 
fo]>pish and pharisaical, odoroiis with perfumes, mincing 
and effeminate in his gait, his hair and beard fantastically 
curled and anointed,' his face painted and rouged, and his 
hand, which had been carefully blanched with cosmetics, and 
was richly decorated with rings, so placed beneath the de- 
scending points of bis glossy black beard as to display to 
the greatest advantage its own whiteness and the brilliancy 
of its jewels. Notwithstanding this unmanly foppery of 
appearance, the creature wore a sanctimonious downcast 
look, uttering pious adjurations and scraps of prdyer with a 
soft, affected, lisping voice, while ever and anon he applied 
a pouncet*boz of myrrh and cassia to his nostrils, so that 
Aaron could not for a moment suspect that he was accosted 
by his kinsman Reuben, whom he had left, on his last de- 
parture frdm Jerusalem, a plain, homely, industrious, and 
swarthy braziei:. No sooner had the latter made himself 
known, than Aaron, starting back in amazement, inquired 
the cause of this marvellous transformation, and was told he 
should be fully satisfied if h« would accompany his kins- 
man to his house, which was only in the next street. Thither 
he accordingly betook himself, and observed with increas- 
ing surprise, that although small, it was furnished with a 
luxury worthy pf a Sybarite. Some pomegranate water 
cooled with snow was set before them, and the servants 
having withdrawn, Reuben proceeded to unfold the mystery, 
by declaring that he had joined the faction of the Zealots, 
and had attained some eminence among them, earnestly 
advising Aaron to unite himself to their party and share 
their good fortune. Being freed in this confidential collo- 
quy from the necessity of any hypocritical observances, 
Reuben now unblusfaingly avowed that nothing farther was 
required to constitute a Zealot than a profession of implicit 
faith in certain tenets and traditions^ and an ostentation of 
ceremonial holiness ; confessing that as the faction waa 
paramount, and utterly irresponsible to any power, they 
indulged themselves with perfect impunity, in every descrip- 
tion of pillage and bloodshed, and having the wealth of the 
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city at their ^ftimandy were enabled to wallow in whatever 
abomination was dictated by tbetr unbridled pasdiond. 

Horrified as be was at this discourse, tbe priident Aaron, 
reflecting upon the power and audacity of the Zealots, and 
not forgetting the fate of his unhappy wifer concealed his 
disgust, and eren ' promised to take into consideration tbe 
proposal that bad been made to him fo^ an alliance with 
these nkiacreants. Nothing, however, could be farther from 
his thoughts ; and m, circumstance that occurred on the 
same morning completed liis aborrenee of the whole faction, 
and his resc^ution to fly from Jerusalem with the least pos- 
sible delay. As he walked towards the upper, battlements^ 
in company .with Reuben, they proceeded for some little 
distance behind a female, whose hand his kinsman appeared 
to notice with a particular attention. Quickenitig his pace 
as she turned into an unfrequented street, Reubien overtook 
her, stabbed her to the heart with a dagger which he snatched 
from beneath his garment, and as she fell groaning to the 
ground, plucked from her finger a sparkling ring, which he 
very composedly put upon hisv own hand, and then returning 
leisurely to Aaron, oflered him his arm, tiiat they might con- 
tinue their walk together. 

'*' Eli Elehim !" ejaculated the latter, utterly aghast ; 
*^,What mean you by this unprovoked and horrid murder ?" 

^* My g[ood friend," lisped Reuben, applying the pouncet< 
box to his nose, ** you may now see the advantage of being 
a Zealot. Some of our faction will not scruple, to stab a 
female for a plain gold ring, or even for tbe chance of what 
tbey can find ; but I swear to you by tbe horns of the altar 
that I would not have poniarded this worthy old lady had I 
not ascertained that her ring was of real diamond. Be- 
hold! saw you ever a prettier bauble? It is of tbe first 
water. Nay, look not thus piteous and petrified. My vic<* 
tim, as you may perceive, has cravded to a spot whence 
i^e can obtain a view of the Temple, in order that she may 
turn upon it her dying eyes. These devotees require no 
other solace in deatlC and she ought, therefore, to thank 
'me for having stabbed ber where her last whim can be so 
easily indulged." ^ 

Fired with an irrepressible indignation at this monstrous 
atrocity, and still more at the levity with which it was treated, 
Aaron paaibnately inveighed against his kinsman as a 
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bearUfiss and diabolieal afisaasio, and bursUng away from 
him, hurried back tu his own house io profound consterna- 
tion and disgust. '^Mariamne, my child, my child 1" be 
exclaimed, as he pressed her to his bosom, '* we must fly 
from this doomed and polhited den of wickedness, ten times 
deeper sunk in abomination than those execrable cities that 
the Lord overwhelmed with fire. He bath abandoned Je- 
rusalem, and smitten its inhabitants with a judicial madness. 
Their reason is benighted, their hearts are hardened, thejr 
are given over to the«r evtt passions, and Zioa has become 
an arena where thousands c^ maniacs, Uke so many infuri* 
ated wild beasts, only seek to tear one another to pieces. 
Let us fly, let us fly, and seek a Zoar in thi^ desert." 

Fearful that Reuben the Zealot might wreak a speedy 
and sweeping vengeance for the abusive epithets that had 
been heaped upcm him, Aaron was eager to seize the first 
possible opportunity of quitting the city,— -a project which 
was by no means easy Io be accomplished ; but every bax- 
ard appearing preferable to a longer residence, he made 
immediate preparations for his flight, even though he could 
not decide upon the mode or time of attempting it. Ta 
secure his daughter, as far as possible, against the- insults 
to which all females, especially the young and beautiful 
were exposed, both from Jews and Romans, he disguised 
her in boy's clothes, and rolled up her hair beneath a wide- 
flapped hat, such as was usually worn by young choristers, 
intending that they should take their instruments with them, 
and assume the character of wandering musicians. He dug 
up his buried gold, concealing it about his person in the 
most eflectual manner he could devise, and provided him- 
self with a long rope, understanding that several of the 
inhabitants had recently got away by letting themselvei 
down from the walls, under favour of the <darkness. 

The night that followed the completion of these arrange- 
ments being, from its dense obscurity, well adapted for the 
execution of his enterprise, he determined no longer, to . 
delay it. As he was afraid to make a confident, even of his 
^ttsty servant Zachary, he waited till he was asleep^ whea 
he placed a letter upon his bed, informing him tba^ in re- 
ward of his fidelity, he left him half the gold which, during 
his absence, Imd b^n taken in -exchange fbr the perfiimesy 
and proceeding to his daughter's a|jartment> helped to army 
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h^r in her disguise ; after which he eoiled the rope around 
his arm, and passed stealthily forth with Mariamne, each 
having a musical instrument slung over the shoulder. 
Choosing the most unfrequented streets, they hurried silently 
onward towards the southern wall, all being hushed, and 
apparently buried in deep sleep in the narrow lanes through 
which they passed, though a confused sound of tumult and 
conflict in some remote quarter of the tstty occasionally fell 
upon their ears. Few passengers were abroad, and those 
whom they saw being apparently as anxious as themselves 
to escape observation, they advanced unmolested and un- 
challenged to the bulwarks, in the immediate vicinity of tho 
Potter's Gate. In this part the walls were Tiegligenllj 
guarded, their height being deemed a sufficient defence ; 
but Mariamne's quick ear caught the soiin^ olHbotstepa 
inarching along the platform, and they both crouched down 
till the sentinels, for such they were, had passed out of hear« 
ing, when tliey ventured up to the parapet. After feeling 
about for some little time, for nothing could be seen, Aaron 
discovered one of the rings used for securing the machines 
and arbalists occasionally planted on the walls, to which he 
fastened his rope, having previously knotted it to facilitate 
their descent. Though the height from the ground at this 
point was very considerable, he assured Mariamne that k 
was but trifling, and as the dariuiess both favoured the decep- 
tion and prevented her being giddy, she unhesitatingly fol- 
lowed her father* and accomplished with but little difficulty 
or trepidation a hazardous feat; which in the daytime she 
would hardly have ventured to attempt. '^ Hosanna ! praised 
be the Lord!" whispered Aaron in bis daughter's ear, ae 
she reached the ground. *^ We are in the valley of Hinnomf 
and have thus far escaped in safety ; but the greater danger 
reodains, for we have yet to elude the Romans. Be silenty 
my child, nor let your footsteps be heard if you can help it. 
Leave me to reply, should we be challengedy for I know the 
Roman tongue, and will desire to be conducted to our coun- 
tryman Jbsepbus, who has promised me his protection. For- 
tunate, however, will it be if we can escape these pagan 
sentinels altogether, some of whom have scrupled not tolcill 
such fugitives as ourselves for the sake of plundering them* 
Jehavah be our guide I Give me your arm» my child ; thit 
way, this way." 

B3 
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CHAPTER IV. 

C 

^* AhABl my dearest Mariainne!" oontinued Aaron, atiU 
speaking in a whisper, ** who would have e?er thought that I 
should steal thus privily out of Jerusalem (for 1 wilt no 
longer term it the Holy City), and feel as happy as if I had 
escaped from a lion's- den^ or even from the horrors of 
Topbet ? Do not tremble, my child, for you have two fathers 
to guard and watch over you ; him upon whose arm you 
are leaning, and another, all powerful to save, whose dwelling 
is in the heavens, and who can lead your footsteps in safety 
even through this pitchy darkness, and the enemies that 
surround us on every side. Yonder fatnt gleam of light 
must be the Pond of Solomon, and we should now. have 
nearly reached the ri^ins of the royal baths, whence there 
are two roads, one winding by the pigeon-bouse to Mount 
Aceldama, the other leading behind the king's gardens and 
the Tomb of Absalom, across the Valley of Jeboshapbat to 
Mount Olivet. The former, if we be not intercepted—-^" 
Aaron broke off suddenly, for an arrow whizzed past them, 
and the hi>arse voice of the Roman sentinel, who had 
launched this uncourteous messenger before he challenged 
them, was now heard, demanding who passed. At this 
moment they had reached the entrance of the ruins, into 
which Aaron and his daughter silently crept, and laid them- 
selves down upon the ground^ where they heard footsteps 
passing and repassing close to them, and caught the sound 
of several voices hailing and calling to one another. But 
after a while, these alarming noises died away, and the 
fugitives, anxious not to lose the benefit of tlie darkness 
again ventured from their hiding-place, and bearing a little 
to the right, soon found the road leading to Mount Aceldama, 
which Aaron decided on selecting, believing it to be less 
strictly patroled by the enemy. Neither of the fugitives now 
i^oke a word, not even in a whisper, and both carried their 
shoes in their hand, that their footfall might be inaudible ; 
in which manner they advanced as rapidly aa the darkness 






would permit, frequentlj appalled by the near soand of 
eoemies, but without being intercepted or a second time 
challenged Y until they had the supreme satisfaction of finding 
that they had passed through the line of Roman piquets, 
and had gained the rugged summit of Mount Aceldama. 
^* Blessed be Jehovah!'* devoutly exclaimed Aaron; *^ Here 
upon the summit di the mount should be the little pleasure- 
house of my friend Jabeah the potter, where we have often 
eat together, diverting ourselves with music, and gasing 
upon the beautiful prospect before us. What means this 
pale gleam of light ? Surely it cannot yet be the dawn of 
day. See ! it reveals to us the pleasant pavilion I spoke 
of; but alas ! the overhanging trees that shaded and adorned 
it are all cut down, doubUess to make military engines for 
the besieging army. You are faint, my child ; your footsteps 
filter ; let us enter this once delighJtful, but now desolate 
alcove^ and rest ourselves awbile«^' 

They did sa accordingly, and upon turninf their eyea 
towards Jerusalem, discovered that the gleaming light they 
had noticed proceeded from a fire in the lower city. The 
distant sound of tumult which had' reached their ears as they 
quitted their home had been occasioned by a fierce conflict of 
the two factions in the neighbourhood of an anciept fortified 
building, called Hezekiah*s House, into which one of the 
parties was ultimately driven, when their opponents^ unable 
to dislodge them from that stronshold, and maddened by the 
animosity that then brutalized the population of Jerusalem, 
set fire to the structure. At first, the progress of the fiames^ 
restrained by the solidity of the t>ui!ding, was slow, but soon 
bursting through the impediment of the roof, they pierced 
the black i^y with a lofty pyramid of fire, that threw a 
fierce and baleful glare upon the whole city and the 
surrounding heights. Dismal and yet magnificent was the 
nght, to behold the fair and stately temple, whose stupen- 
dous proportions gave it pre-eminence over every other object 
illuminated by the blaze, which painted with a red and angry 
Ughi Fort Antonia, Herod^s palace, the Maccabee Columns, 
the Hippodrome of Agrippa, and all the public and private 
buildings of the city rising ampi theatrically above one 
another as far as Mount Zion; while a pale and ghastly 
gleam, revealing the entrances of the tombs in the rocky 
Valley jc^ Jehoshapliat, threw a wan, glimmering lustra 



M WUmAVCB OV ras XAStT mohb. 

even upon the Romftn camp on the snmmit of Mount 
Olivet. Upon this latter spot, as well as upon the opposite 
Mount of Gihon, arms were seen flashing, soldiers forming, 
and engines moving downward, as if the enemy meant to 
take advantage of this moment of terror and distraction 
for making an attack upon the walls. While the entire city, 
with its temple, towers, battlements and pillars, together 
with the sepulchres, valleys, and camp-crowned heights that 
eneircled, and the sky that immediately overhung it, were 
thus conspicuous in the flame-coloured light, an enshrouding 
darkness closed around the whole scene at a little distance, 
like a black wall, imparting to it a still more unnatural and 
terrible appearance. 

If, however, it coujd have been divested of its painful 
associations, there was so much frightful grandeur in the 
spectacle, that Aaron would not have turned away from its 
contemplation had not Mariamne perceived that several of 
the wretched creatures enclosed in the burning house bad 
ascended to the topmost parapet of a tower that remained 
unconsumed, and were leaping down from that dizzy height, 
in the desperate hope of crushing some of their assailants 
while they destroyed themselves. At this appalling sight she 
groaned aloud, shut her eyes, and seizing her father's arm, 
exclaimed with a faltering voice and a palpitating hearty 
^'"Oh ! le^us pursue our flight, and descend into the opposite 
▼alley, where we may lose sight of all these horrors, for the 
sickness of the soul is worse than the fatigue of the body, 
and I feel that I shall faint if I am still to gaze On this 
appallii)g scene!". 

^Let us speed away, then, my child, nor cast a lock 
behind us. Lean upon me, and when you can no longer 
proceed, we will rest ourselves^ under the best shelter we 
can find, until the morning breaks.*' 

Mariamne's agitation and fatigue now allowing her to 
continue her fligbt beyond the next valley into which they 
descended, her father led her to a goatherd's empty cabin, l^ 
Uie side of a little brook, where she might obtain rest at 
all events, and perhaps a little repose, while he mounted 
guard at the open entrance, for the door had been carried 
off. Exhausted by her long night march, she soon fell 
asleep, nor did she awake until the mm had riaen over the 
mountains b^ond Herodinm, and gilded with its sloping 
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beams Ihe rivulet by the aide of which she bed been tAurn* 
beving. Her dreams had presented to her burning cities, 
infuriated combatants, and all the cries and clamour a£ battle, 
so that-. she could hardly ttnst the evidence of her senses 
wheo, upon awaking in Uiat strange place, she found herself 
in a green and silent valley, with no living objects near her 
except *h» father, a goatherd at a Iktle distance, and his 
straggling flook browsing around him, while not a sound 
disturbed the perfect stillness of the scene, except the gur- 
gling of the water, and the occasional bleating of a goat. 
'^ Ob, my dear father V* cried Mariamne, looking up to 
heaven in a grateful ecstasy, *^ how refreshing to the soul — 
how lovely — how delightful is this peace and tranquillity of 
Nature, ailer we have bo lately witnessed the mutual hatred 
and the frantic fury of our feUow-creatures ! Dear to my 
heart as the Holy City has hitherto been, and deeply as I 
reverence the Temple and its hallowed precincts, methinks 
I could henceforth be well content to .pass my life in some 
such calm and delicious vall^ as this." 

'* It is still a pleasant and a placid spot, my child, but it has 
lost much of its beauty : for when last I visited it, the slopes 
were embellished with citrona and figs, and the heights 
crowned with mulberry, olive, and palm-trees, of which 
hothing now remains but here and there a disfiguring stump. 
The vines, you see, are neglected and run wild, and yonder 
goats are Inrowsiug upon them as if thiey were of no more 
-▼alue than the common herbage of the plain." 

By this time the goatherd bkd approached, when Aaron 
pointed out to him the mischief bis flock were doing ; but 
the man urging that the rineyard had been abandoned by its 
owner as not worth cultivating in the present disturbed state 
of the country, and that the Romans would assuredly gather 
whatever grapes it mi^* spontaneously produce, observed 
that there could be no harm in fattening his goats with the 
leaves, and thus revenging^ himself upon the pagans, one of 
whose Ibraging parties had already stolen a portion of his 
flock. His sons, he said, were stationed on the heights 
above to apprise him by a signal, should an enemy appear* 
in which event he always drove his goats to some of the 
ravines and caves of the surrounding rocks, every glen and 
mountain-pass being perfectly familiar to him, and thus 
OQfitrived to save thm. Aaron not knowing wIwb he might 
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obtain a supplj, had brought with him some provisiona in a 
wallet, which, with the addition of a horn of goat'a milk 
furnished bj their companion, enabled the fugitives to recruit 
themselves with a comfortable breakfast. The banks of 
the brook were fringed with wild hyacinths, lilies, and 
tulips, which the bounteous hand of Nature still scattered 
around, regavdless whether the}^ were to be plucked by 
Jew or pagan, friend or foe ; and as Mariamne gazed upon 
their beauty, inhaled their odour, and listened to the lulling 
sound of the waters, and the cooing of the doves that still 
frequented the yalley^ though their sheltering trees had 
disappeared, her heart felt the soothing influence of the place, 
and she almost forgot that she was a houseless wanderer 
in a land of violence and confusion. 

From the information of the goatherd, they learned that 
the country to the north and east was infested with roving 
bands >of wild Idumflsans and fanatical peasants, from the 
distant provinces and the borders of the wilderness, who 
came up under pretext of.succouring Jerusalem, but rather, 
if he might judge by their predatory habits, in the hope of 
participating in its plunder. To these were added troops of 
border Axabs, incited by the prospect of pillaging the 
JR.oman convoys, armed vagabonds from Ccelo-Syria, banded 
vintagers, and oil-pressers thrown out of employment, and 
other lawless freebooter9. This was disheartening intelli- 
gence to Aaron, who, having a kinsman at Jericho, had 
intended to betake himself thither; and as he reflected 
upon the dangers to which such a journey, short as it was, 
might expose his daughter in spite of her disguise, to say 
nothitig of the risk incurred by his concealed shekels and 
Maccabees, he almost regretted that he had not surrendered 
himself in the first instance to the Roman sentinels, and 
thus obtained access to his friend Josephus, who might have 
ensured him protection whithersoever he went. 

While they were conversing with the goatherd, a whistling 
sound was heard in the air, and an arrow passing over their 
bei^s fell on the opposite slope of the valley, when the 
goatherd starting suddenly up, exdaimed, ^'£Iil there is 
the signal arrow ! It is from my son Malacfai on the height 
of Crilead. Some enemy approaches. Away ! away !" 

With these words he collected bis flock, nind drove them 
hastily before him towards the rocky hills that shut in the 
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narrow valley on the aoutb-east. Aaron followed without 
delay, anxioas to ensconce himself and bis daughter in 
whatever hiding-place was chosen for the flock ; and Mari'^ 
amnei recruited by sleep and the refreshment she had taken, 
was fortunately enabled to keep up with her companions in 
their rapid flight. Scarcely had they hurried through an 
opening in the craigs, when several horsemen appeared on 
the crest of the opposite ascent, and the shrill sound of the 
trumpet, shivering over the startled valley, was sharply 
echoed from rock to rock, until it died away in distant 
bleatings, and all was again silent. 

Huddled up, together with the goats, in a natural, cavern, 
Aaron and his daughter awaited the return of the goatherd, 
who had stolen out to reconnoitre, but presently reappeared 
with the intelligence that the horsemen, having summoned 
by trumpet some stragglers who were lingering behind, had 
continued their route westward, and were already out of 
sight. ^^Had they discovered my flock, they would 
presently have dashed down into the valley, and I might 
cliance to have been paid with an arrow or a lance for the 
kids of which they eased me. If these straggling free* 
bqoters penetrate in this direction, whef e so little is now to be 
found, you may judge how numerous they must be in. the 
fertile Toparchy of J.ericho. However, they have seldom 
roamed of late so far as the Valley of Vines, and still farther 
east I believe the country to be quite clear of them." 

Trusting to this information, Aaron resolved to avoid the 
high roads, to mako a considerable detour to the east, and, 
if possible, find his way to Abila, where the Roman supplies 
and provisions, floated down the river Jordan from Scytho- 
polls, were generally unladeOt and forwarded under strong 
escorts to Jericho and Jerusalem. With one of these convoys 
he might travel to the former city, which being ^garrisoned 
by the Romans, would aflbrd him a secure asylum, where, 
in the society of bis kinsman, himself and his daughter might 
await the course of. events, and the tranquillization of Pal- 
estine. They found no reason to regret this determination 
as they travelled onward, for although the country became 
more stony and steril, it seenu^d to be free from banditti of 
any sort, and its few inhabitants, mostly shepherds or vine- 
growers, had not deserted their cottages* Gathering around 
the travellers, they eagerly demanded news about &e siege 
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of J^rosaldm, io wbkh all seemed to be deeply interettedf 
hospitably affording shelter and a portion of their rustic fare 
in return for the ballad of the brave Alaccabee iH'otherSr the 
triumph of Gideon over the Midianites, the battle of David 
with Goliah the giant, and other national songs which Aarcm 
and ilia daughter sang to the accompaniment of their instru- 
ments. The former sometimes solicited two or three gerafae 
in addition, which he deposited in his girdle, observing to 
Mariamne that this trifling booty, confirming the notion of 
their poverty, might perchance induce a robber to forego 
any farther search. Plausible as this pretext may appear, 
we cannot positively assert that it constituted his sole motive, 
for the smallest coin possessed attraction in the eyes of 
Aaron, who was in the habit of quoting a thriAy truism, 
equivalent to our -English saying, that '^ a penny saved is a 
penny got." 

In this manner they pursued their way without molestation 
or adventure, in the direction of Abila, till, oa the approach 
of the second evening, taking by mistake an eastward path 
instead of the northern one, which they ought to have fol- 
lowed^ they found themselves bewildered among dark and 
fronwing rocks, whose angular projections, sometimes im- 
pending over the narrow ravine, along which they were 
painfully toiling, were gradually denuded of vegetation, and 
at length in their naked blight and sterility, seemed to frown 
upon them menacingly, as if to bar their progress, or to warn 
them that they were proceeding at their peril. Every thing 
aground had been burned and scorched by an unrelenting sun, 
the light calcined dust thrown up by their feet penetrated 
into their eyes and nostrils, the hot, sickly air became intol- 
erably oppressive, and no object was to be seen but bare 
rocks interspersed with patches of sand, of which the surface 
was so level that they looked like pools of yellow water. 

Not only was Mariamne esfhausted with fatigue, but her 
heart was saddened with the*fearful dreariness of the scene, 
and there was a mekmcholy misgiving in the ezpressiim of 
her sofit hazel eye, as she bent it upon her companion, ex- 
claiming, ^^ Surely, surely, dearest father, we must have 
mistaken our way, for we have long lost all traces of a foot- 
path, and this dreary wilderness '^an never lead us, as we 
were told, to the pleasant village of Ramah Suceoth, where 
we were to pass the night." 
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^< ladeed, n^ child, I fear we inust have wandered from 
the right iraclK ; but I know not how to recover it ; these 
rocky ravioeB, iiHersecUng one another in all directions, form 
a perfect maze, and prevent all pojssibility of retracing our 
steps, so that we must. even continue our course till we 
emerge froin the defiles ; when, if we have sufficient day-^ 
light leftf we nVay perchance obtain a view of some village 
in the open country." . 

In ^bis hope ho pressed forward, urging Mariamne to 
exert her strength to the utmost ; but the craggy wiUs 
becoming still more forlorn and desolate, presented their 
jagged outlines and chaotic masses in what appeared to be 
an interminable succession. Through their abvupt openings 
the setting sun oast every now and Sien a fierce sufibpating 
ray, lighting up the opposite.aeclivilies and a portioaof the 
glowing, ravine with an almost crimson flash, that imparted 
an additional obscurity to the sombre shades on either side* 
Still our travellers held on in their course, wearily indeed, 
but without any increiise of despondence ; for Aaron cheered 
his daughter with the remark,^ that even if they were obliged 
to pass the night iq^me of the cavernous c^nings which 
they had observed, they would have nothing to fear either from 
robbers or wild anijiiiils« since the deep, total silence of that 
dreary desert led him to infer that it was alike mvisited by 
man or beast, or even by the tenants of the air. As the sun 
rapidly declined, crowning with a diadem of fire the summit 
of the loftier ridges, our travellers sought shelter in a nanrow 
ehasm,^ arched over at top^ intending to compose themselves 
to sleep, as best they might,.and at all events to remain there 
till the mornings The intense darkness that instantly suc« 
ceeded the disappearance of the sun, and the profound 
silence that reigned around them, were favourable to repose ; 
but Mariarane's anxious fears lest they might become inex- 
tricably entangled in that dismal solitude, rad so perish for 
want of sustenance, kiept her awake, and she conversed 
eagerly with her father to dissipate the oppressive wjeight of 
the silenti forlorn wilderneira that surrounded her. 

While they were thus discoursing, the moon rose above 
the rock in which they were ensconced, throwing such bright 
lights and deep shades upon the fantastic crags before them, 
that their confused masses seemed to be alternately com- 
pounded of ivory and ebony, or rather to resemble the lighted 
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billows of the ocesn. Aaron, still cheririitiig a notioo that 
they would emerge from this mountain-paas upon the neigh- 
bourhood of Ramah Succoth, asked his daughter whether 
she felt suffiiciently strengthened by the rest she had taken 
to resume their journey ; and upon her answering in the 
affirmative, they quitted the chasm, and^ advanced in the 
same direction as before, Mariamlie shrinking from the sound 
of her own voice, as if it were irreverent to break the deep 
solemn silence of night and nature. Soon, however, she ^ 
noticed with satisfaction that they began to descend, and 
that the rocks gradually diminished in height, whence she 
concluded that they would shortly come upon the open 
country. This they did even sooner than they expected, 
suddenly 6nding themselves upon a rugged slope, ^at shelved 
down to a vast mass of waters, dimly gleaming with a sickly 
yellow lustre, and shut into their dungeon by wild haggard 
precipices on every side. — *♦ Shidd and protect us, O Jeho- 
vah Tsebaioth !'* ejaculated Aaron, stepping short, and 
arresting his daughter by the arm ; ^^I know where we- are 
now, and we roust indeed have wandered far to the eastward; 
for lo ! my child, the waters before us |^ the dread Lake 
Asphaltitis, the spot upon which once stood the five accursed 
cities of the CanaanitAs that wmro^ ^•atroyed with fire ; and 
see ! — behold ! mark you not yonder pale column, sending 
its dreai^ shadow down to the water's edge ? It is the Pillar 
of Salt, into which Lot's wife was turned for her dis- 
obedience!"* ' 

Although this frightful lake was within a trifling distance 
of Jerusalem, it was rarely visited by any of the Israelites^ 
not only on account of its desolate and revolting character, 
but from the fear-fraught associations connected with it. 
It was consiflered sinister ahd ominous, almost profane, to 
intrude wantonly upon a spot which Heaven had smitten 
with sueh a terrible vengipanee, and cursing it with irreme- 
diable sterility, had condemned it to everlasting execration 
and solitude. Participating fully in this general feeling, the 
hearts of the traveVlers thrilled with fear and awe as they 
gazed upon the Dead Sea, wearing a ghastly hue in the wan 
light of the moon, and lying, as it wore, inr a sepulchre of 

* Speaking of this miracaloas eolumn, Josephus sayfl— >^ I hare 
Msa it mysaiftmnd it tamaina to thla dpy/'-^JewUh »Sn4iq. book u 
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rocks, ivhh tBe silence and loneliness of death all round 
about it. Not a breatfarof air was felt ; not a wavis rippled ; 
the whole mass looked like molten copper ; not a blade of 
grass grew upon the shore, or upon the rocks; no object 
moved — no sound was heard. Something terrific hung over 
the spot, as if Nature, in this scene of desolation, had suffered 
a violent and dreadful death, and presented to the spectator 
her ghastly corpse. Even the moonlight assumed a sickly 
tone ; the rocks took hideous and appalling shapes ; and the 
spectral column of salt, with all its dread reminiscences, 
completed the portentous and withering solemnity of the 
scene. For a while Aaron and his daughter remained im- 
moveable, grasping one another, and gazing before them 
with a minified reverence and fear which, almost suspending 
their breath, became still more intense wbetf the dark masses 
of bituminous matter, somewhat resembling human bodies^ 
slowly upheaved themselves from the waters, and exploded 
with a noise resembling dismal groans. So startling and 
mysteribus was the aspect of these apparitions, so appalling 
the unearthly sound they emitted, that Marianme, in an 
agitated whisper, entreated her father to return immediately 
amid the rocks. To this proposal he willingly acceded, 
observing that they might pass the night in some such 
sheltered nook as that to which they had previously, betaken 
themselves, and that, as he now knew the bearingd of the 
country, he had no doubt they would be easily enabled to 
find Rama Succoth in the morning. 

A recess, tolerably well adapted to their purpose, was 
soon discovered, and the wayworn travellers havmg first 
committed themselves to the protection of Heaven, ait length 
sank to steep. Mariamne's slumbers, however, were dis- 
turbed by a hideous dream, suggested doubtless by the scene 
she bad so lately witnessed. She imagined herself to be 
standing once more upon the borders of the Dead Sea, at 
the bottom of which, so transparent were the vi;aters, she 
could plainly distinguish the five submerged cities, their 
towers, temples, palaces, and dv^lling- houses, all scathed 
and blackened by the avenging fire tluit fell from heaven* 
From the ruined portals of these buUdings, spectres and 
skeletons, wearing the garb of kings^ priests, nobles and 
others, came forth in ghastly procession, and floating upward 
toithe surface of the waters, groaned with sepulchral voices 
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a prayer to Heaven, imploring a remission of the pangs they 
were still suffering. To Marianne's fancy this scene did 
Qot present itself at moonlight, but in the fiftce of day. The 
son, however, appeared to throw over the lake and its en- 
circling rocks a dull baleful glare as of an eclipse, all nature 
seemed to stand aghast and horror-stricken, the groans of 
the phantom figures poured into her ear and fell upon her 
heart with a harrowing loudness, and as she turned her eyes 
aside towards the margin of the sea, the pillar of sah heaving 
and rocking,- as if slowly animated with life, gradually as- 
S^med a distorted human form, upstretched its petitioning 
arms to the sky, and uttered a shriek of anguish that seemed 
to pierce* as with a sharp instrument^ the very nerve of the 
sleeper's ear. 

The cry of terror with which Mariamne instantly res- 
ponded to this fearful creation of her dream, awoke both 
faeraelf and her father, to whom she related the cause of her 
agitation, still trembling vehemently, and clinging to him 
for protection. Some time elapsed before she could again 
compose herself, hut she at length sank into sleep, and her 
slumbers remained unbroken tiU the mormng« 



CHAPTER V. 

WrrH the first beams of the rising sun our bewildered 
travellers were afoot, and pressing eagerly forward in a 
north-easterly direction; for as they had exhausted their 
little store of provisions, and began to suffer both from hun- 
ger and thirst, they feared they might still perish if they 
could not speedily extricate themselves from the parched 
and sterile labyrinth that environed them. With an anxiety 
proportioned to the urgency of their need, did they search 
in every direction for a pool or spring ; but it was not until 
the aflernoon that they discovered a little natural cistern at 
the foot of a rock, formed by the dripping water that ooaed 
from a cleft in its side, and which the shade of the crag had 
kept so cool, that as tho weary and heated wayfarers knelt 
beside the brink, apd (quaffed the refreshing elemenii it 



seem^ to tliem the most acceptable and deHciotis beverage 
tbey had ever tasted. Recreated in body and eiicoQi1|ed 
in mind, they liow parsded their way with fresh ardoinv nor 
was it long before they noticed a manifest improvement in 
the character of the scenery. The diminishing rocks exhi- 
bited here and there patches of vegetation, shrubs and plants 
again began to clothe the ground; they crossed a narrow 
ravine dotted with wild fig-trees, and at length, through an 
opening in the defile, saw that they were immediately about 
to emerge upon an open and fertile country^ which Aaron 
instantly recognised as part of the Toparchy of Jericho, 
though he feared that they must have wandered far away 
from the village of Ramah Succoth. 

Whilethey were congratulating each other on the prospect 
of a speedy deliverance^ and indulging the hope that th^ 
should join their kinsman at Jericho, where they might at 
length enjoy security under the protection of the Romans, 
they heard the lowing of a camel*, and on gazing in the di- 
rection of the sound, beheld a straggling band of wild-looking 
armed men, accompanied by camels, asses, and cattle, winding 
down an opposite declivity that led to tlie gorge along which 
they themselves were passing. Well knowing the lawless 
character and predatory habits of snch rovers, Aaron would 
have willingly avoided them ; but he saw that be had been 
noticed by the leaders of the party, and not wishing to betray 
any appearance of mistrust, he desired Mariamne to prepare 
ber instrument, and accompany him in a tune that might 
support their character of wandering musicians, when he 
advanced with a great show, though little feeling of cotvfi- 
dence, towards the foot of the declivity . Had he not thought 
too much of the perils incurred by his disguised daughter 
and concealed gold, to'be in any frame of mind for admiring 
the picturesque, he could hardly have failed to be struck 
with the appearance of the band as they descended the rocky 
heights down a pirecipitous slope, along which they were 
obliged to pick their way with great caution ; the bright 
hues of thefr garments, as they taunted and fluttered in the 
breeze, making. the naked crags look as gay as if they had 
been embroidered with wild flowers. Although, upon a 
nearer approach, the greater part of this motley crew were 
found to be in rags, their tatters, which were of the gaudiest 
colours, in combination with their spears, bows and arrows. 
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tb6ir fragfldonUi of rude armour^ the raavked swfirAjr phjni* 
ognomies of the dusky sun-burnt assemblage, and the train 
of assefti eattlet and ragg[ed camels that followed them, laden 
with women and plunder, imparted to the whole a singularly 
pictorial appearance, puzzling at first their present spectators 
to determine whether they were a troop of banditti, or a 
tribe of wandering I du means seeking some new allotment. 

Gathering around the musicians, the foremost of the party 
began eagerly to question them, but neither Aaron nor his 
daughter could comprehend a syllable of the barbarous 
tongue addressed to them, l^ey continued their strain, 
therefore, without intermission ; and as music, the universal 
language, needs not fortunately the aid of an interpreter to 
communicate its anrestricted delights, the marauders, for 
such in sooth they were, helping some of their females to dis* 
mount from the asses and c^Lmels, struck up an animated but 
somewhat disorderly dance, adapted to the merry strain that 
the minstrels were playing. . The timid Ma.riamne, fright- *j 
ened by the gaunt figures of the half clothed men, whose * I 
fierce looks not even their present pastime could subdue, and | 
recoiling from the overbold gestures of the female dancers, 
plied her instrument with downcast eyes and a nervous ve- 
hemence ; while her father assumed a cheerful aspect, and 
made a show of enjoying the sport, trusting at all events to 
be suffered to pass unmolested when they had completed 
their dance, and not without hope that some of these reckless 
freebooters, who generally scattered their plunder as freely 
as they seized it, might tpss him a prize of some sort in return 
for his tune. , 

In the midst of this scene the captain or commaiider, who 
brought up the rear of the straggling party, emerged from 
the rocks, mounted on a handsome camel, which was decked 
with showy housings, a necklace of beads, and a profusion of 
coloured bells at its ears. He was an elderly man, whose 
grave phlegmatic look and adust complexion set off to advan- 
tage the fairer features of the wife or mistress that sate behind 
him, a young bright-eyed girl, of an arch and vivacious ex- - 
pression, evidently anxious to jump firom her seat and join the 
dancers, though she feared to take such a liberty without the 
permission of her lord. ' Her head, however, and indeed her 
wh(^e body, involuntarily swayed to and fro in accordance 
with the music, jingling as it moved the little coins profusely 



appended to her. dark locks, and the varioua trinkets with 
which her figure was bedizened. Her male companion gazed 
upon the dancers with a calm and ^ven good'-tempered look, 
but in perfect silence, until they paused to take breath, when 
he addressed Aaron in broken Hebrew^ complimenting him 
on his performance, and expressing his conviction that such 
expert musicians would never be allowed to pass unrewarded^ 
but must have reaped a. good harvest, especially as the crop 
they gathered waa independent of wind, weather, and w«r. 
Thrown off bis guard by the sordid, hope of obtaining a 
handsome recompense, Aaron incautiously replied that this 
conjecture, was not altogether unfounded, na few were so un« 
generoua as not to bestow upon him a demi-shekel of silver, 
while he had earned upon mure than one qccasion a golden 
Maccabee. 

'* I guessed as much,'* said the bandit with a tranquil 
smile : *^ for myself, I possess neither shekels nor Maccabees, 
but a^ I am a general coUecter of coins, I would fain ease 
you of some of these Hebrew curiosities. What hoi you 
panting fellows, that have been dancing till you are half 
melted, toss me up this vagalK>nd's girdle^ and search his 
person, that I may see what his music has been wecjth in 
these unmusical times." 

The c parties to whom this order was addressed set about 
their commission with such alacrity^ that the Hebrew's girdle 
was twitehed off in a moment, and thrown up to their com- 
mander on thecamel, who proceeded to scrutinize its contents 
without altering a musclft of his face, or testifying the small- 
est emotion of any sort. Nor bad its owner betrayed any 
very vehement disinclination to part with it, knowing its con- 
tents to be of trifling value, and hoping that his quiet surrender 
of this small booty mi^bt save him from fkrther search ; an 
expectation, however, in which he proved to be grievously 
mistaken.. 

*' Examine bis garments closely," said the chieftain to his 
men, *^ for I find here neither the silver shekels nor the 
golden Maccabees of which our good friend made mention, 
and be looks too much like an honest man to be capable of 
deceiving me.*' 

Our musician having now fallen into the bands of rifiers 
who, where plunder was concerned, were not very liable to 
be baffled in the exercise of their functions, soon saw that 
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his cherished treasure, in spite of the art with which he had 
concealed it, stood not the smallest chance of eluding detec- 
tion. This being like a wound in the very apple of his eye, 
he was rendered so desperate by the anticipated loss of his 
hoard, that he resisted, struggled, and finally knocked down 
one of the men who had just placed his hand upon the prize. 
If he trusted to the hitherto placid demeanour of the chief-^ 
tain for his overlooking tiiis act of audacity, he quickly rued 
his error : for the apparently phlegmatic old man, suddenly 
exploding into fire and fury, like a flash of gunpowdw, leaped 
from his camel with enflamed features, plucked a dagger 
from his belt, and struck instantly at Aaron, though with so 
hasty an aim that it only wounded him in the shoulder. Again 
had he raised his weapon to inflict a more deadly blow, when 
Mariamne, frightened out of her timidity, uttered a loud 
shriek, clung to his uplifted arm, and having all her energies 
braced to an unusual vigour by the imminent peril of her 
father, held the assailant fast, in spite of his utmost efibrts to 
disengage himself. At the instant that, exhausted by her 
struggles, she was on the point of relaxing her convulsive 
grasp, a horn was sounded from one of the heights that over- 
hung the gorge, making the air shudder with a blast so loud 
and dread, that even the supine camels and inert asses started, 
and pointed their ears in the direction of the sound. Thi- 
ther also did the infuriated bandit and his crew instinctively 
turn their eyes, when they beheld upon the crest Of an adja- 
cent eminence a bearded figure, of commanding height, 
brandishing a long wand in his right hand, which he pointed 
at them, while he called out to them at the same time in a 
voice of thunder, to forbear from violence and bloodshed. 

" It is the Prophet Hadad !" said the chieflain, with an 
abashed and awe-stricken look ; if I disobey him, the spell 
of an evil genius will be upon Us and upon our cattle, and 
we shall share no plunder for many moons. Forward, sol- 
diers! — march! this vagabond at my foot has tasted my 
dagger pretty nearly to its hilt, and should he live to encounter 
me again, I will settle finalFy with him for daring to resist 
me. On ! on ! and quickly : for the prophet is pointing his 
rod at the sky, and may bring down the thunder if we still 
remain in his sight.*^ So saying, he impatiently motioned 
his band forward, and urging his camel at the same time, 
the whole party hurried into tiie rocky defile, and presently 
dsappeared. 
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^Uea to thegroiindy where be remained unable to rise ; wbile 
]4aminne» whoise struggles had been saceeeded by a teoa- 
porary derelictiiojE) of her fowetu^ lay parting by bis sidet 
ball* insensible, and utterly unable to assist him. Stanching 
his wound as well as be CQuld with the skirt of his garmentf 
the Uebrew propped hin^elf up against a crag^ anjl gassing' 
Biournfully around^ idmost gave himself up for lost when he 
considered the forlorn nature of bis situation. So suddenly 
had he been brojught into his present pei^ilous prediQament, 
that the change almost confused his senses. But a hn^ 
space had elapsed since Ums^lf and his daughter had been 
pacing along a voiceless solitude ; merry strains of musiCf 
boisterous laughter, and the jocund dance had succeeded ; 
all had evanished away like a vision^ and he was now left 
alone in the silent craggy wildernei^, bleeding from a wound 
which might perhaps prov^ mortal, his daughter extended 
powerless upon the ground, and little chance of their obtain* 
ing help or succour. Even if he could raise his voice to 
ingiplore it, there was no one to hear him ; Marianme was not 
in a condition to seek for aid ; they might both perish long 
before any passenger would present himself in tho^ unfre- 
/quen^d wastes. With a feeble voice he pronounced the 
name of his child, but she spake not — moved not ; and the 
disconsplate par^ent, fearing that she plight have received some 
fatal WvOund or injury in the scuffle with the bandit, groaned 
aloud, shut his eyes, and abandoned himself for some minutes 
to all the l^tterness of despair. 

From this stupor of grief and exhaustion he Mras aroused 
hj hearii^ the sound of footsteps, when a ray of hope 
«lectrifiea his heart, and gazing eagerly upward, he saw 
approaching him the same bearded figure whose menacinjgf 
gestures and stentprian voice had scared the bandit from his 
fell purpose, even when his dagger had been uplified to strike. 
In the present crisis of the Hebrew's fate, any human visitant 
would have been hailed as a sort of guardian angel : a feeling 
which the stranger who now stood before him was calculated 
tp awaken, notwithstanding the strangeness of his attire.^ 
Altbongh his proportions were not so large as they ha^^fint 
abowA when he crowned the pnqjecting crest of the opposite 
.eminence, bis figure was of superior height, la spite of his 
beard, it was manifest thjst he was in the very prime and 
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▼igour of manhood ; hit comely featares expressed inteUi- 
gence and benignity, saddened, however, by an endent touch 
of melancholy. €Ni bis head he wore the tall conical cap 
of black lamb*s-wool, which the Persians, asserting H to 
have been introdoced among them by the first Cyrus, retain 
unaltered to the present day : a jarge ram's-hom was sus- 
pended firom his neck ; flowing rdbes infested his limbs ; in 
his hand he carried a long wand, painted over with mysterious 
figures and devices. 

^^Hosannat you are welcome, stranger,'' murmured 
Aaron, — ^* even as was the voice from Heaven to Hagar 
and Ishmael when th^ were perishing in the desert Help, 
oh help me ! or I shall bleed to death ! and, for the love of 
Heaven ! afford some quick succour to my daughter, who 
lies fainting beside me." 

** Tour daughter I your son, you would siiy, if yoh mean 
this poor youth extended upon the ground," replied the 
stranger, speaking the Hebrew tongue with the fluency of a 
native. " Your apprehensions are disturbed by pain or terror. 
See, the boy is already reviving; he seems to be unhurt. 
Peace be with you ! be of good cheer, my friend, and let 
me examine your wound, which may not be so dangerous as 
you fear." With these words be proceeded to remove 
Aaron's garment, not without some wincing and repugnance 
on the part of the latter, who no sooner saw succour at hand, 
than, beginning once more to tremble for the gold which he 
had concealed under his arm, he made the pain of his wound 
a pretext for uncovering it himselH <* The villain's weapon 
has passed through your shoulder in a sloping direction," 
said the stranger, ^< so that you will have little to apprehend 
if we can stanch the bleeding, which I hope to effect without 
difficulty, for I am neither unpractised nor unskilled in the 
treatment of wounds." Detaching his own girdle, he wound 
it tightly round Aaron's shoulder in the form of a bandage, 
which completely answered its purpose, and had scarcely 
been accomplished, when Mariamne reviving, and gazing 
up with a bewildered look, exclaimed, 

** Oh, my dear fatlier ! where am I ? methought I saw you 
wounded : was it a dream ? Ob, no, no, no I for your gar- 
ments are stained with blcoi ; Heaven shield and protect 
you from farther barm ! Alas ! 1 am sick and faint, and 
every thing swims before mine eyes." 



She W9^ bate relapsed into inseDsibilitjr, but tbat ^e 
stranger, drawing a cordial from the fold^ of his robe^ poured 
some of it down ^er throaty and as her weakness proceeded 
from inanition, not less than from agitation, its restorative 
effects were ahnost immediate^ enabling her quickly to re- 
coTor her speech^ and to express renewed and eager alarm 
for her father's safety. 

•* Dismiss your fears, my good youth,** ^aid the stranger ; 
« jour parent will do well ; his wound bleeds no more, and 
with the aid of this cordial, which has proved so beneficial 
to yourself^ I doubt not that he will be able to walk to my 
hermitage in the rocks, which is not far distant, and where, 
though I can offer but rude accommodation, I can promise 
you rest, sustenance, and safety, till you are enabled to 
pursue your journey.'* 

So far was the stranger from having overrated the effects 
of his restorative, that Aaron, shortly after having swallowed 
a portion of it, declared himself strong enough to proceed, 
provided he could have the assistance of his companion's 
arm. This was readily tendered, his daughter supported 
him on the other side, and thus they slowly proceeded ; the 
wounded man talking at intervals with his conductor, whose 
figure and demeanour, not less than the character of prophet 
assigned to him by the bandit, and the instant mysterious 
influence he had exercised over so fier^ce a desperado, filled 
him with an undefined reverence and wonder. Though; 
Mariamne had not yet sufficiently recovered her self-pos- 
session to mingle in the conversation, her thoughts were not 
less actively employed than those of her j)arent, upon their 
recent adventure, and the singular appearance and deport- 
ment, of their deliverer. Much sooner than they expected- 
they came to tbe.extremity of the defile, where it opened upon, 
and commanded an extensive view of the level country, 
the surpassing beauty of which not even the devastations of*' 
war had been able to disfigure. On the right of them thej 
could distinguish the gleaming waters of the Jordan, its-: 
course revealed by the verdure that enlivened, and the palms^- 
and cedars that shaded its banks ; before them at a distance 
was seen the white walls and lofly towers of Jericho, and 
the trees not having been cut down for warlike machines, as 
in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem, the whole intermediate 
space, though much of it had been suffered io run wild, 
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J^resented Ad appearaaee of a rich contikinooi g«Hh». 80 
ertile was the so9 of this hsppy phdn, that th« pakns tad 
other trees yielded firuit of a saperior siseaiid IhiToiir ; tte 
geiraine balsam, so rare dsewfaere, was here found lo abcDK 
dance ; nard, frankincense, myrrh, the nmst preeioifB drogs^ 
and the finest flowers sprang sponikneonsly from the soil ; 
many of the plants yielded vegetable hooey, while that which 
was supplied by t^e bees was more coptous tnd exquisite 
^an in any other district of Judsa. Springs and fbuntaiiis 
were abundant, and the water drawn from them befcn^e sun- 
rise had always been celebrated for its salutiieroos coolness. 
As our travellers skirted the rock, a refreshiiig breeze wafled 
towards them such pleasant though faint music 6f birds and 
beesf together with such balsamic odours, that even the 
wounded Aaron, and the previously exhausted Mariamne, 
feelii^ the invigorating influence of the air, walked forward 
with diminished difficulty. 

« We have not far to go, arid here are some of my boose- 
hold come to welcome you," said the stranger, as two large 
dogs ran bounding and barking towards him. These are 
my friends, true, honest, cordial friends, whose services, 
neither springing from the hope of reward nor the fear of 
punishment, constitute the sole disinterested attachment that 
is to be found in this hollow and deceitful world. Their 
fidelity, you will perhaps tell me, is but a blind instinct; 
and that whatever be their merits, they are but irrational 
brutes. So much the better. What is our bcmsted reason 
but an ignis fatuus that betrays us into quagmires and pit- 
falls ? when, if we had grovelled onward in the dark, there 
was at least a chance of our stumbling upon the right path ? 
It seems to have been given to us fc^ its abuse rather than 
its use : and the former is so much more mischievous than 
the latter is beneficial ; the best things, when perverted, 
become so much the worst, that wfaitt was perhaps intended 
for a blessing becomes our direst curse. Reason ! it is the 
very bane of human enjoyment. When are we happy ? When 
it is drowned in wine or madness ; happier still when it is 
quenched in sleep ; happiest of all when it Is extinguished 
in death.^ The speaker uttered a deep sigh^ but Aaron 
made no answer to his lugubrious efibsion, b^ing mora 
anxious to obtain rest, sustenance, and farther succour fyt 
Umseif and his child^ than to enter upon siDch speeolationa. 



^Oht aj eoBpftokms wad pkyfeBov* bjrday/' rcanuMd 
the ttiaiigerst addressing and fosdlmg the dogs as they leaped 
l^rfiiUy around hiia, ^* my watciunen and goarda by lugbt, 
ever ready to lay down, your lives ia my defencei and un- 
akmbk by all the mutalolities of |ortuDe» I am alike secured 
dgaiittt your adulation, should I again taste prosperity^ and 
rdieved Irom all fear of your treadiery and desertion^ even 
were my adversity beeqme ten times more sharp and desolate 
than it 13 at present. Of what human being, selecting the 
rarest and worthiest of his race, could I justly say as much ? 
Oh I who would give his heart to perfidious woman ? Oh ! 
who would form a friendship with selfish and faithless man, 
when he might bestow his affections upon creatures so much 
eupeiior as these Iionest, intelligent, and incorruptible dogs? 
Yon will excuse me, travellers, if my discourse appear little 
eomji^mentary to yourselves, and even to our common nature; 
but I should have used still harsher terms had I spoken of my 
feUow-creaturea as I have found them. Doubt not, however, 
my good offices, because I show little reverence, though 
more than they deserve, for my own species. I would treat 
iay brethren^— I feel humiliated in calling them aueh — ^rather 
according to osy conviction of what they ought to be than 
to my experience of what they are ; and the very shame of 
aharing their heartless viods wiUf I hope, ever preserve me 
fipom conunitting them.*' 

The look of the speaker was in aoeordanee with the sea- 
iiment he uttered, ibr it bore a somewhat haughty and bitter 
expression^, which he retained (er some minutes as he weat 
Ibrwaid in silence, apparently communing with^d and 
indignant thoughts, antU th^ reached the foot of a rugged 
laity cn§f when he turned to his companions, exclaimin|^^ 

*^ Now, my friends, you must put forth your remaining 
strength ; the worst part of our task remains to be aoccHn- 
pKshed ; for my hermitage, or rather my eagle's nest, is of 
difficidt. aeoessi and we must continue to climb until we 
reaeh it. Lean upon me, for I know where to get the 
eeemrest footing, and mine, moreover, is astrength thatis not 
sqon ^[hausted. Follow in our steps, good youth, but 
beware that you slip not, for a fall here might incapacitalis 
you from ever rising.'' 

Thm snpp^irted, and oaeasioeaHy stoppii^ to take breaA, 
Asron, Iboft^ not without ^brts that oecsaaioned his wound 
to Weed aiMb at leegtb gaiiieA the somieit» foUowad by 
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Mariamne, when, upon turning an angle of the rocki tbej 
beheld) ikcing towards the east, a natural grotto, er rather a 

' suecession of arched openings in the rock, s(mie of which 
penetrated so deeply that their extremities were lost in 
darkness. To the no small surprise of the travellers, they 
observed in front of these recesses a lawn, bordered with 
'plantations, sloping down to a terrace on the edge of a 
precipice that overhung the plain, of which it commanded 
a magnificent view, including the windings of the river 
Jordan amid groves and thickets, the mountains beyond it, 
and the rocks among which it was lost on its approach to 
the Dead Sea. Upon the lawn, as well as upon the crags 
above the grotto, were scattered goats, several of which 
ran bleating up to their master, and appeared to be upon a 
not less familiar and friendly footing with him than his dogs ; 
while doves, thickly perched above and within the arches, 
iinparted, by their cooing sounds of welcome, a pleasant 
character of peace and home to the recesses of the rock. 

^ Here is my abode," said the stranger, ushering them 
into the largest cavern ; ** it possesses few of the comforts 
and none of the luxuries of life, unless I may include -as the 
greatest of all luxuries, safety and independence, which my 
poverty secures to me. I have disarmed as well as I 
could the cupidity, violence, and evil passions of my fellow- 
creatures by offering to them no temptation. To be rich is 
to be at open war with mankind, and to be the slave of 
fear. Your beggar alone is independent ; he may live in 
peace, and feel himself to be the master of the world, for he 
who wants nothing, possesses every thing. Diogenes was 
greater than Alexander, for he wanted no new world to 
conquer* Look at the wild Arab ; Is he not more fremf 
more virtuous, more happy than the degraded victim of 
what is falsely termed civilization ?" 

Thus speaking, he passed on into the darkness of the 
grotto, whither Aaron and Mariamne foHowed, groping 
their way with hesitation, until they reached an interior and 
larger cavern, lighted by a fissure that opened to the suiAee 
of the rock. Around this vault rude seats had been aeooped, 
the centre being thrown by nature Into a table, which was 
presently covered with an inviting collation of frmts and 
honey, to which was added water that had never seen the 
Bun, puFe as crystal, and of an ifrxiquisite coolneea. Our 

' balf^amished wayfureni needed no aecoad mtitalion lo ptf- 
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take or this welcome repast, at the conclusion of which 
their host again ezamiDed Aaron'? wounded shoulder, 
dressed it afresh, and applied to it a balsam which produced 
an almost immediate effect in allaying the pain. 

** I told you that I was no inexpert practitioner in the 
healing art," said the stranger ; <^ I am the JSsculapius pf 
the whole surrounding district, and as such I prescribe that 
you should swallow a composing syrup of my own prescrip- 
tion, and immediately retire to rest, which the pain of your 
wound will not prevent you from obtaining ; nor will your 
eon, if I may judge from his jaded looks, be sorry to enjoy 
once more the great restorative of na^ture. Fatigue must 
minister to your sleep, not the luxuries of your (ibrmitory. 
It will be humble and rude enough, but it is the best I have 
to offer." 

With these words he conducted them to an interior cellt 
small and dark, but perfectly dry, and thickly strewn with 
mingled wopl and leaves, when, having poured out a modi- 
cum of syrup into a shell and handed it to his guest, he 
pronounced the Hebrew benediction, ^'Hosanna! peace 
be with youl" and withdrew. 

In spite of their fatigue, the Hebrews whispered together 
for some time on the nature of their adventure, and the 
probable character of. their host, until Mariamne became 
overpowered by sleep. Notwithstanding the assurances he 
bad received to the contrary, the pain of her father's wound 
kept him awake for a tedious space, but he at length sank 
to repose, and his slumbers, influenced by the opiate he had 
taken, were deep and heavy. Awakened at an early hour 
of the following morning by a loud noise, they both started 
up, when, toutheir no. smcdl surprise, they beheld the stranger 
removing a barricade of boards with whicb he had appa- 
rently fastened them into their celt. 

** I make no apology for having thus imprisoned you," 
he said, in a sharp and altered tone of voice, *< since I did it 
to preserve you from your own evil passions. There is 
>uch a zest in ingratitude, the temptatimi of injuring a 
benefactor is so irresistible, that I knew not wheth^ you 
GOuM withstand it. Had ye been wild beasts, I could 
have trusted you ; but ye are human bein|^ and must 
obey the ferocious impubes of your nature. Come forth ; 
fi^t, drink, depart fron^ me in safety ; and though I have, at 
least f<H: the present, prevented you from harming your pre- 
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iOffiMr, you bftf« tto cdndofaitidii of ktiowtof thtt I eaMot 
binder you frooi hating me. And, sooth to say, peiteps 
you ought to do so, fbr I have net prolonged ibr you ttvO 
misery of life?" 

Nothing could exceed the astonishment of the Hebrews 
at this dug ular addresfii, especially as they noticed upon 
coming intis the light, that the speaker's eoutitoaanee, 
having lost nmch of its previous elpression, had become 
iblouded with a stem suspicious air. Mariamne was abaeAied 
and silent ; but Aaron indignantly repelled the imputations 
levelled against them, declaring that they were incapable of 
returning evil for good ; /that they felt and should ever chetisb 
a proper sense of the inappreciable service bestowed upon 
them ; but that since they had become objects of jealousy and 
suspicion, they would instantly withdraw, however unfitted 
lie felt for travelling, rather than occasion a moment's uneasi- 
ness to their bene&ctor. 

*' Unfit for travelling !" said the stranger, his splenetic 
mood rdaxing no less suddenly than it had been engend^ed, 
as he fixed his eye upon Aaron's arm, which hung helpless 
by his side, *' I forgot to inquire concerning your wound.'* 

** It pains me severely ; I cannot move my arm in any 
direction ; I am even weaker than I was yesterday ; not* 
withstanding my loss of blood, I fear that I shall have to 
struggle with an angry fever," 

** Indeed, I fear so too," exclaimed the strabger, after 
having felt his pulse ; ** I like not these symptoms," be 
cimtioued in a milder tone, while his countenance softened 
into a compassionate expression ; >' you are in no plight to 
travel, and you must not yet quit your asylum. Future 
ingratitude on your part cannot excuse Hie want of present 
charity on mine. You may not deserve my good offices : 
be it so ; they are due to myself, though they may not be 
merited by you." 

Nettled as he was by this sarcastic kindness, Aaron, 
feeling how much he depended upon his host, made no 
reply, but suffered himself to be conducted to the larger 
grotto, where they breakfasted upon herbs, fru itd, and goat's 
milk ; after whi<^, the stranger applied to hie woimded 
guest such reipedies as his. case seemed to require, toM 
him that he was obliged to go down into die plahi to adjust 
a dispute between tw6 hoetile tribes^ denred him to eon. 
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mamiklmU 1m inosle mtil heiAoiU be ^ofeefly tms^ 
mmir mi deiondkif the kwa in iroM of the berarilage, 
Jet hiamV down into Ibo j^laan l^f msum of a tope, fiMrt^ 
^ned to Oo edf e of the preoipiee. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Wmma migbt tbo le^aDger Mty tbat be liked aoi the fymp- 
tons cf Aaron's fe? er, &r it qoiekljr assumed a malignant 
IbriD, and when» bjr the skill and attentions of bis host, and 
the afiectionate sedulity of his daughter » who was iodefiiti«- 
gMe in nuning hisa, he appeared sufficiently recov^fod to 
prosecute his jocmef » two succeasive relapses again laying 
him prostrate en the bed of sickness^ coo^pdled him to 
lOBiaan an^inntate of the hermitage. Duribg this protracted 
residence^ although our Hebrews became necessarily more 
intimate with their host, neither of them could make any 
progress in iatiioming his. real character, which, indeed, 
appeared to present a compound of inconsisteneies. Moody 
and splraetic when the bittemea^of hissjHrit fHredorainated, 
be would pour forth the most cynical iavectires upon the 
whole human race ; and if Aaron'e amended health seemed 
to allow bis sale departure^ he would bid him begone, not 
alwaya without some rude taunt and sarcasm^ anticipating 
bis ii^atitudey and defying his treachery. Yet, when he 
madced the pale attenuated features of the convalescent, aa 
he pi^pared to obey this stern mandate, and noticed the 
anxiety and alarm of Mariaome, lest her parent's sttength 
should prove unequal to the fatigues of travel, he would 
suddenly relent, apologise for his harsh ezpresrionSf and 
entreat them to continue his guests. Even in his more 
gentie moods, however^ he covdd not always refrain iGrom 
aneeung at the ordinary motives of human action. 

** You are blessed* indeed,'* he exclaimed to Aaron, **ia 
poss^MUog such a son as Micab (the name assiuned by the 
disguised Mariamne). How fiiir and awoet a youth he ist 
and so expert as a musician, that when he enraptures the 
echoes around my cell with his voice and instrument, I can 
abawtftwy Ivm to be a second youthfiil David, plajribg to 
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aanise flie mdanchdjr Saul. Wbtt <gr«ce»< too^ in «S his 
noTemeiitB! haw winniiig his soft 1do£i and Utnd demasA- 
our ! how exemplary his liial devotioB ! Oaee more, I aaf 
yoa are blessed in such, a son, or rather Ueased m your 
poverty, which has prevented the development of his 
inherent vices. It has been said that the weeping of an 
heir is laughter under a mask. Your son knows that he 
shall never be an heir ; that your death will leave him poor^ 
friendless, desolate ; hence his deep interest in your recovcrf , 
which is but selfishness, under the mask of filial piety. Rich 
or poor, this ie all that parent&can expect from their children. 
Alas for haman nature ! when even its seeming virtues, like 
cankered fruit, however fair and specious to the eye, contain 
nothing within them but rottenness and corruption.'' 

Aairon deeming it hopeless to refute the tmcfaaritable con- 
clusions of so determined a misanthrope, but at the same 
time anxious to sound him, observed that from his aUusion 
to a Jiving satirist, and from his perfect command o( the 
Latin language, he concluded that his host had ^had the 
honour to be a Roman. 

** The honour !" cried the stronger, with a look of ineffaUe 
scorn ; ** rather aay the disgrace, the ignominy, the infamy! 
What are they, these degenerate Romans, who, in their de^ 
testable lust of universal domination, call themselves the 
masters of the world, but the slaves of the world's refuse, 
carrying their rapacity and blood-stained tyranny to • the 
uttermost bounds of the earth, only that they may grovel at 
home, in chains and fetters, beneath the foot of some mad, 
mean, miscreant Ccesar, whom they worship niore abjec^y 
the more he tramples upon them and spills their blood; 
and who, in return, justly despises and hates the cringing 
reptiles the more loudly they hail him as a god? JE^e, 
execrable people ! Scaling the temple of Fame only that 
they may throw themselves down from its summit ; the 
greater the height they have attained, the deeper and the 
more irrecoverable is their fail. They- are at once the bii- 
nisters and the victims of Heaven's vengeance, inflicting 
misery and degradation upon others, and entailing it a 
hundred fold upi^n themselves. A Roman ! the name, or at 
least the character, is extinct. It exphred .with Brutus, 
Cassiusyand Cato." 

•*My son then was right," said Aaron, inquiringijr^ 



*^wbenJieiiiaiiitaiiiedllmt]roa»ust bea Hebrew by Urlh» 
•ioce it 18 impoaaible to diacero in jrocur pronanciatioii even 
so Bligbt a provincialism as that which oeeasioned the 
daeghter of the ancient Ephraimites." 

^I am a man !" cried the stranger, indignantly — ^^Metdiat 
aie^ce you — ior it is disgrace sufficient. What 1 do not 
your own cheeks bum with shame when you a?ow yoursdvea 
Hebrews ? God has abandoned the people whom be chose, 
and has sunk them below the lev^ of the fiercest brutes ; 
nay, almost to the abyss of human nature itself. For their 
high priesls they have selected the basest of the rabble ; 
for their rulers* monsters and madmen ; for their deity, 
their own lusts and frantic passions. Verily, they are fit 
rivals of the Aomans ; add Heaven inflicts a just and double 
judgment, when it makes these two execrable belligerents 
the destroyers of each other. Oh what a blessing to the 
WOTld, could they accon^lish a mutual extermination I Are 
you offended at thia denouncement of your nation ? — You 
deserve it. Why would you insidiously attempt to worm 
my secret from my bosom ? Can you not receive my favours 
and betray me, without knowing who or what I am ? And 
will not your perfidy and ingratitude be the more pleasant 
for being blind and gratuitous ?" 

Offensive as was the nature of these wayward and spleenful 
ebullitions, Aaron, attributing them to a morbid state of mind, 
arising probably from disappointment, would not irritate his 
host by expostulation or rejoinder, and cautioned Marianme 
to observe a similar forbearance. " Unless I am much 
mistaken," he said, ^ this man^s misanthropy, although it 
may seem to have received the sanction of his judgment and 
experience, has not yet made a convert of his heart. We 
saw no traces of it when he interfered to save our lives ; 
nor is it visible when my sickness or your distress make any 
appeal to his feelings ; yet at times, appearing to think 
iumself the dupe of bis own benevolence, be treats us with 
contumely and suspicion, and every night does he still secure 
us in our cell, as if we meditated a nocturnal attack upon 
the life of our benefactor. My returning strength will, I 
trust, soon enable me to relieve him from these injurioitii 
nlisgivings ; and, in the mean time, we must submit to his 
strange humours, for we owe him much.'' 

^^ MuAf my dear father ! we owe him ev^ry thing, b 



>gB>llh» pinwi'inr 4d yoiir precioy life t g e irtily jbl 
cooenr wilb yoo ia tlM belMf tfast our host uhfrno unnam 
acmifirmed cadirftdftkubleiiimiiliirope; forhewfaocai 
suffer his dogs and go«ti to lay tbeir paws upon fais boiOHi 
and to Hck lut eiiaek, while the dweB perch upon fail liead 
and ibouhkfiy muet siuely be found to love hie fellow* 
ereatnresy however he may be alienated from them by soma 
temporary ditgait'' 

Mariaoine was in the rii^bt ; for notwiftntanding the in- 
dignant apoitiophee which the stranfer occaiionally iereUed 
against bis inmatest Ibdtfae suspicious precaotions to whidi 
lie still sohjected them, his heart, even in spite of himseli^ 
gradually relented; and althougli his moods continued to 
be capricious, every day, almost every hour, increased the 
eomplaeeney of his feelings, especially towards the supposed 
Micah, whose youth, gen^eness, grace, and filial devotion 
awakened ii him a deep and tender interest. 

In vain did he endeavour to steel himself against this new 
sympathy, by depreciating the real motives of the party who 
bad excited it. His better convictions re/uted these ungene- 
rous insinuations, and Micah^s virtues only won upon him 
&e more forcibly from the recoiling sense of his own in- 
justice. He had seen him risk his life to save his father's ; 
be had witnessed the duteous and affectionate seal with 
which he watched over the life he had preserved, when it 
became endangered by sickness ; he had marked the mild, 
diffident, timid character of the youth who had evinced 
such boldness in defending his parent ; and he whispered 
to himself, ^'This cannot be hypocrisy — this cannot be 
imposture." ' 

As Micah supplied a link in the broken chain of his 
feelings, that again connected him, hajvever slightly, with 
mankind, his bosom vibrated with emotions to vvhich it bad 
long been a stranger ; and the cynic, though he still retained 
an imabated scorn and disUke of his species in general^ 
invduntarily imbibed such a warm attachment for ]m yonn^ 
guest, that he could not contemplate the prospect d Im 
departure, and of a return to the solitude of his sequestered 
bevmitsffe, without deep heaviness of heart 

*^ Call me not stranger," he said one momiog to Ina 
guests as they sat with him on the lawn ; ^ we are ao 
bmgey atffangeia to one another. Call me Hadad» but not 
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Htm Frapka Htdad, «• I aoi nMtlif lamed ; Ibr dUmigfc 
Mgwt remomf whidt nmy peHitps ^xtonsiiB the preamnp* 
lioii* bive iadiioed rae to adcnowMge tMt apfieUstioD, 
wiwn beetov^ ii^ii me by the wM rovera or barbansn 
tribes that bofer aiottiid my faenaitflm, Heaven forbid that 
I abonid proftnely airogate it fiom Hebreim, whose faiUi it 
k «^ pride to pxofess* and who w^ know that flioce the 
4ty8 of Malachi the voice of genuiae pfopheej has beea 
Amb. Wo to Jerusalem, that she has not heeded its 
denaneiatioiis ! I have placed this seat apaa the eastern 
extremity oi laay lawn, becaose I would not even look in* 
Ae direction of the^ doomed city ; because I would forget 
its inhabitants, their crimes, and the withering vengeance 
that is speeding to overw^idm them ; because, in eontem^ 
plating the beauties of nature^ my imart expands with 
pleasantness ; and in the society of hills, rocks, and valleys, 
of groves and waters, and ^e glorious sky, I hold conununioB 
with Heaven, and feel not the want of human feilowibip." 

He was silent, and appeared for some time to be lost in a 
profound revery, which ^is auditors attempted not to inter- 
rapt f for when the splenetic fit was on hhn he was toudiy and 
frowtrd, and prone to misconstrue whatever was addsessed 
to him, at least by Aaron, though he would listen with 
apparent pleasure to every thing that the supposed Micah 
nUered, and never perverted it into cause of offence. Quit- 
ting their seat, the Hebrews accompanied their host to the 
terrace, whence be was preparing to let himself down into 
the plain, when he found something attached to thi farther 
extremity of the rope. '< A contribution from some of my 
tributaries,'^ he exclaimed, as he drew up a basket lacten 
with fruits, vegetaUes, and honey ; " they have observed that 
I hjive guests, and have considerably enlarged their offerings, 
which I should hold to be generous and kind, did I not know 
their motives for propitiating my favour* Ha ! what is this ? 
e piece of gold^ and Roman money, too! Fools! fodst 
bow often have I forbidd^ this ! What ! do they take me 
for a robber, or would tfa^ have me tempt the robbers to 
mycdl?" 

Again he paused for some time in silent meditation, when*, 
tmniag to his companions, he resumed, ** How sweet it is 
to contemplate the nndeviating and inexhaustibie bounty of 
the tmiveisal mother^Earth ! how shedotfaes heieelf wiA 
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every varMjr of beftotyand spkodiHir to deligi^ our eyes ^ 
how the perfumes herself with rieh odours to give us plea* 
sure ; how she spreads before us with her Ihousand hands a 
luxurious banquet of com, oil, and wine, and milk, and honey, 
and luscious fmitB* that recreate the eye not less than the pal* 
ate ; how each suooeeding generation, like a new-bom infant, 
is nursed and fondled, and supplied with sustenance from her 
maternal and eyer-teeming bosom 1 If this be pleasant to 
behold, how heart<withering is it to reflect that all .these 
beneficent provisions have been marred, frustrated, destroy- 
ed l^ one contaminating product, the curse of which has 
been sufficient to neutralize, nay, to annihilate all her bless- 
ings i'' 

^* What poison can nature have produced," asked Aaron, 
^ so deadly, so all-pervading as your words would intimate ?*' 
. *<6old?" shouted Hadad, extending the Roman coin 
towards his companion; **this is the serpent, the devil, 
whose temptations have poisoned the moral paradise, and 
rendered the second fall of man ten thousand times more 
deep and dreadful than the first 1 This is the firebrand which, 
inflaming our evil passions, until it makes a hell within our 
bosom, sets man against man, and nation against nation, in 
endless and remorseless war, drowning the flowers of earth 
in the blood of her children. This is the universal venom 
whose touch can corrupt honour, patriotism, chastity, and 
convert every virtue into its opposite vice. Robbery, vio- 
lence, murder, parricide, sacrilege, war, — what are they but 
the daily crimes that gold commands its slaveslo perpetrate I 
This fiend, or rather legion of fiends, has degraded earth 
into a Pandemonium, and tbis devil have we made our mas- 
ter-deity. In the days of Jeroboam, only tmi of the tribes 
would bend the knee before the golden calf, but in these 
times of abomination, Jew, Gentile, all, even to the utter- 
most limits of the earth, bow down to the same omnipotent 
idol. Gold !'^ .continued the speaker, glancing at the coin 
with a look of scorn and aversion, *< and with the impress 
of Nero upon its surface I £li ! was it not suflicietttly hateful 
and revolting without this Gorgon bead ? Nero stamped 
upon goldl It is the epitome of all vice, wretchedness, 
oppres^on, and degradaticm. Away! thou hideous symbol 
of moral and political tyranny ! Away ! thou double curse I 
Away, ye twin devils t^' 
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iWitk dMse words he Irarted ibB^momjmdapMMfftom 
Us handy seized the xope» let himself down over the preci* 
pice^ aad, stndiiig JiasUly ukoog the plaiii, was presently lost 
]Q a thicket of oilTe^trees. 

M Never yet have I seen him in such a chafing mood/' 
said Aaron to his daughter ; *^ surely this must have heen 
a temporary madness^ or he would not have thrown away 
precious gold, and pronounced it to be poison. It was a 
Koman soHdus ; I followed it with mine eyes, and I marked 
where it fell, by the ^stump of yonder mulberry-tree. My 
.wounded arm will not allow me to descend and search for it, 
but you are young and active; the descent is nothing 
compared with the precipitous walls of Jerusalem, whence 
you let yourself down so cleverly ; and your quick eyes 
would soon enable you to recover the money, which, in sootfa« 
it were a pity should be thus lost." 

Mariamne objected that it would be impossible to find it 
amtd the thick imderwood, adding that they promised their 
host never to quit the hermitage during his absence ; and 
then immediately turning the subject, she exclaimed with 
sparkling eyes, and an unusual animaticm, 

*< Said I not, dearest father, that Hadad, spite of the mys* 
tery with which be would surround himself, is a Hebrew ? 
Did you not hear him avow his participation in our holy 
faith ? He may justly denounce our nation, fallen and de- 
graded as it is, but he did not deny his connexion with it ; 
and though there be a foreign air about his beautiful and 
majestic countenance, it bears the traces of our nationaLlinea- 
ments, and I would pledge my life that he has some affinity 
with the children of Abraham. He is our countryman ; 
Hadad is one of the chosen people, and what Jew would 
not be proud of such a compatriot ?" 

<^ Little does it boot us to know whether he be such or 
not," replied Aaron, surprised at the enthusiasm of his 
usually reserved and placid daughter ; *' had he been a pagan, 
he wdu]d not have been the less entitled to our gratitudoi 
and that is all we can bestow upon him." 

In this assertion the parent was unconsciously in error, 
for Mariamne already ielt towards their guest, although as 
yet she scarcely knew the nature ctf her sensations, some- 
thing more than gratitude. Young, inexperioiced, timid, 
and retaining UUlb other r^colieotioD of Jerusalem, where 
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•bt litd faMoriy baw • dits prHMw, din at m mmkot 
iaeenaiit strife, liioaddiad, and ootn^a^ ^ ttsDou^ 
tn^on aad aeciiritj, togedter «rtlb the paatond duaaetar af 
tlie hermitage, the beautiful view it ^ooinanded, tiie<la|B, tka 
gdata, thadovei^ and tba garden, to«U of wfaieii riia haddbeady 
baoosM attaebad, appealed to a heart yaaraing^for eakntieH 
aad sectenoD, and appeared to presei^ a cooriiiiiatiofi o€ 
every tbing that lendered life dentmbkn eapeeiaUy when aha 
coBsidared the wide apread and deeolaiiog waiftre that 
raged around IUb little ark of peace. Gentle and retkiBg 
as the was, Mariaame was aiisceptibie, and her attatnhnneiit 
to the place involantariiy extended itself to its proprietor* 
Tfaroii^h all the occasional atnterity and repukiveneBB of bis 
aentinients «d demeanour, die thought she could disoem 
traces of a better natute; while his soflened deportmral 
towards herself prompted her first to coneitiate, and then to 
redprocate the regard that she had so manifesdf^eicited. 
Bot, Hke ^ rest of her natien,she was warmly attached to her 
religion ; she knew that a broad impassable line aeparated 
the Jews from the pagans, and she woakl have sileaeed the 
whisperings of her bosom the moment they revealed the 
secret of her yet undeveloped affection, had she known that 
Hadad was an alien to the true faith. Hence, her andia- 
guued delight when he had avowed himself a follower of 
the Hebrew creed. It seemed to sanction her nascent par- 
tiality, and she had already, with the promptitude of latent 
love, reflected that, although Hadad made an open profca* 
aion of poverty, be never wanted the necesipies cSf life ; 
while he enjoyed in the inexplicable respect and hom^ia 
shown to him both by the natives aad by the wandering 
tribes of barbarians, an enviable security, to which the great 
and the rich were utter strangers. Luxuries beyond tiieaa 
he cenld not indeed boast, but with superfluities sbe conld 
well dispense ; and what maiden, in the dawning of a first 
attachment, ever desiderated «iy felicity more supreme, a&j 
wealth more soulniufficing than that of love in a rural soM- 
tude ? At all events, it was a thousand times better, so al 
least thought Mariamne, to find a safe home in such an 
aqrhim as the hermkage, than to wander about a disturbed 
province in the assumed character of a masieiaB, dependii^ 
ultiaMiteiy upon the uncertain protectioii of the Romans, 
mai the proMrious fiiendriiip of a kinsman at Jarieho^ with 
whom they had had little intercourse for many years. 



Dttrifig Hm teirfd«ff^ of ib^ HeirtlM on tte roek^ t)i^ 
had observed tiiiiC Hftdscl «xereiMd a paraoHflHit iafiueiioe 
<9V«f wild and kirkns roten, Arabs, IdtHnffiana^ and otbera, 
wto rafel; lie!d Ui^iiiaciives attienable to any bumafi author- 
ity ; while Chejr had more than dticeaaen it Koman oentimi^ 
in deep eonsidtatiori with hino 4 but aa he affected great 
Ayatery upon saeb occaskma, it was impossible to goess the 
nature oi their ▼istta. These p«»ple always bro^t ofiir- 
ings with them ; eometimes a lire kid or goat, mcn^e generally 
however fruit, yegetableii, milk, andhos^, always exhihitiog 
« marked reveretice ia their deportment, as if they were 
holding coitTerse with a superior being. Generally, Hadad 
went ^wn to them in the plain, but now and then those who 
eame to consult with hira were allowed to chmh up the 
tenrace^ by means of the rope, and to meet him on the 
lawn. 

Buoh was the easeotie day with a party of warriors^ who, 
by the quality of their arms, and the barbaric showtness of 
4heir trappings, seemed to be chieftains of some neigfabour- 
tng tribes, and by their gesticulationa to be appealing to 
Hadad to decide a difference between them. The Hebrewe 
had bemi instructed to keep themsdves aloof mHbien visttants 
appearad. Aaion accordingly bad betaken himself to the 
Imck of the rode ovetloc^ing the rarine by which they had 
fiiet ascended ; but Mariamne, prompted either by a feminine 
eurlosity, or more probably by a desire to gaze upon the 
object of her secret attaclnnent, concealed herself behind 
one of the crags on the lawn, wfaeaoe she conld obtain a 
peep of tiie assemblage, though not near enough to catch 
their discourse, which, indeed, woidd h^ve be^ umateUigif 
ble to her oould dia have heard it. While thus occupied, 
she d^MKer?ed a slight motion among the bushes on one side 
of ^e lawn, which she at first thought to proceed fixHn si^se 
browsing goat ; but as she gased more attentively upon the 
spot, she ^kscemed a human being eraiHinf stealthily for- 
ward, BO as to apiMroach Hadad's iMick. By a momentary 
glimpse of bis face, he appeared to be an old, sDtnbumt, 
itarrowed man, but with a fell, malignant escpression, that 
instantly prompted her to distrast his designs,— a. misgivii^ 
which was converted into certainty, when, In his next movik 
meatf she canght the gleaming of a poniard, and saw him. 
fix his eyea upon Hadad with a grin of ranoour and levengw. 
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Dwetfdiog twnj olher eoRBideratioQ ui the though of 
Hadad's instant danger, abe niahed down the lawn to apprise 
bim of hiiaperil» and reached the spot where he stood just 
as the assasBiH leaped from the bush, like a tiger springing 
upon its prey. In the shoek of their eaoounteriog bodies, 
Mariamne was dashed violently to the ground, receiving a 
slight wound in the throat from the brandished weapon, 
whole the more vigorous assailant, though baffled in bis first 
onset, again prepared to dart with unabated ferocity upon 
the object of his malice. But Hadad, not less rapid than 
himself, and by this time fully aware of his purpose, caught 
.bis uplifted hand* wrenched the dagger from his grasp, and 
enatching up the writhing wretch in bis Herculean arms, while 
he exclaimed, ^< Villain, . villain ! this shall be your last 
attempt i" ran with him to the highest part of the rock, and 
burled him over the precipice. 

So rapidly bad all this occurred, that Hadad scarce^ knew 
by whom the murderous aim of his assailant had been de- 
tected and frustrated ; but when, on his return to the lawn, 
he saw the still prostrate Mariamne endeavouring to raise 
herself from the ground, while he perceived blood trickling 
down her garments, he passionately ejaculated, *' Ha ! my 
brave though gentle Micafa I it is to thee, dear youth, that I am 
indebted for my safety i Heaven grant that the miscreant 
have not seriously harmed thee ! but there is blood upon 
thy tunic ; I must examine thy wound, and giye thee instant 
succour." So saying, be caught up the unresisting sufferer, 
ran with her to the grotto, laid her down in the slwde of the 
entrance, uid hastily plucked the clothes from her neck, in 
order to inspect the wound. The caul in which Mariamne 
had confined her hair, having fallen off in the rude enconn* 
ter with the assassin^ her dark tresses now flowed down upon 
her shoulders in disordered luxuriance ; while, as Hadad 
gazed upon her fair and partially uncovered bosom, heaving 
in agitation, he started back in amazement, ejaculating — 
^ Bli ! what means this disguise ? It is a lovely maiden, and 
not a youth !" 

At this moment the bewildered Mariamne recovered her 
recollection, and had no sooner perceived her ntuation, 
than, with downeasi eyes and deep Uuslies, she again huddled 
the tunic over ber sbcwlder, murmuring that she was better, 
and had received no other injury th«i a sl^ht scratch in the 
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throat. As die spoke, Iier fkitor eateved) wben Had«d 
briefly imparted tdluni thOTeoent oecorrenee^ revealed the 
discovery be had accidentally made, and dmnanded an «&> 
planation. This was readily furnished by the Hebrew, who 
disclosed his daughter's real nune, and apologized for the 
imiocent deception they had practised tipon him, adding^ that 
they would relieve htm from any embarrassment it might oc» 
casiony by taking their departure on the following morning* 

*^' Thoughtless and unfeeling that I am!" cried Hadad, 
** to be listening to these trivial matters, when I should be suc- 
couring our poor Micah — 1 mean your dear Mariarane^ whose 
wound, though it be but a scratch, must not be neglected^'* 
Hastening to procure some lint and a bandage, he applied 
them to ^r throat, during which process the blushing patient 
remained silentrher bosom thrilling with undefined sensations 
aa she noticed the tenderness with whidb he treated her^ 
and observed that his hands trembled froRi the very appre- 
hension of giving her pain. As soon as this oflice was per- 
formed, he led her in order to dismiss the wild warriors who 
remained upon the lawn, forgetting for a while their mutual 
chfiSnrences, in amazement at the strange scene of which they 
had been spectators. 

Pursuant to bis premise, Aaron prepared early on the fol- 
lowing morning to quit the hermitage, a measure, however, 
to which Hadad would not by any meaniai yield his assent, ob- 
eerving that Mariamne, after so much agitation, could 
bardly be in h fit state for travelling, and adding, that as some 
of the armed followers of his yesterctey's visitanta were 
hovering about the vicinity, it might not be safe to venture 
forth until the road had been closely reconnoitred. To 
dTect this ohject Aaron went down into the plain, promis- 
ing not to advance far from the rock ; and idiile he was 
thus occupied, Hadad betook himself to his patient, not 
only to examine her wound, but to request information^ re- 
specting her first discovery of the assassin, with the partica- 
iars of which he was but imperfectly acquainted. In the 
candour of artless innocence she made an unreserved coa- 
ieesion of all that she had done and felt upon the occasion. 

•* But what prompted you^' inquired Hadad, •* to watdi 
ny proceedings, when I had requested you to keep doof ?'' 

** Indeed I know not," replied the confused girK ** l/eel 
that it was wrong, and 1 fear you will be fjifeiided; but 



kitarfyl liave thoQglit of you •> day» d r w aped of yea |iy 
night, aad iie?«r Ml happy iialew I cosld kMp you is mf 
g||^ for which purposa only, tad not from an ime durumty 
to gaae upon your yiaiUwti, 1 ooncoaled nyseif hebhid Oe 
crag, irbero I aaw the awwiiiin crawling fi>rward to attack 
yoa." 

** And how came yo» to know that I was the object of 
his enmity, when any of my corapamoaa might have been 
hii intended victim ?" 

** To this possibility 1 neyer for a moment adirerted ; I 
thought ofy cared lor nobody hot you." 

<^ Kind» generous girl I And d^d you not eonrider yoor 
own danger in throwing yourself between me and so fieree 
a desperado ?*' 

^ I had no time for consideration ; but if I had, I cooM 
not have commanded ray feeUags, which, methinks» would 
prompt me gladly to risk my own life a thousand times over 
in the defeaee of yours." 

** Dearest Mariamne! have you ever weired the nature 
of these feelings ? Be not offendedf for I am deeply inter- 
ested in the question, if I ask you whether they liay not 
proceed from love ?" 

<< I thought they sprang from gratitude, because you were 
my frither's preserver/' faltered Mariamne, blusiung mose 
de^ly than ever ; «^ but if it be as you say, indeed, indeed 
I was not aware of it* and I hope you will pardon me. You 
know we are to quit the h^mitage this morning ; I beseech 
you to grant me your forgiveness before I depart ; you wiU 
aoon forget nm when I am gone." 

'^JNevcHT, never !" iH'ied Hadad, transported by the touchiog 
nmplicity of this declaratbn out of all hia auster^p^ 
<^ Never can I jEorget you, or need you ever quit me, if you 
can receive such an anchorite as myself for yoor husbmidy 
and give up the strife and danger of a warring world for the 
{deasures of love and peace in this bumble but d^ightfiil 
seclusion* Say, dearest Mariamne, can you make das 

With the, winning ingamousBess of perfoct innoeeDoe, Ate 
i^tated girl dedared, in broken accents, that so far from oon- 
mderittg it a sacrifice, it would make her supreaadiy-kappy to 
quit a world of which die had always lived in tenor, and de- 
irote the reoMinder of her days to I&dad and thehermitage. 



«' Tirat, liMSt db I Md dM ewtact of cMir «ffiiuM««'' CiM 

will jom &th8r« 9M I trarty refiise to Miietkm euf hotr^fl, 
when be shall have heard my history.'' 

Sudden as it was, Hadad^s feelings had not been altogether 
surprised into this engagesient During the night he had 
reflected much upon the singular union of genUeness and 
courage in the character of Mariamne. Timid and diffi- 
dent as was her ordinary demeanour^ be had twice seen her 
risk her life, once te preserve her father's, once to save his 



^ Aitts £" wluii^iered the rochise ie hinseU; ^^ Hob it is io 
live among lawless tribes and in times of violence, wbe« 
human lilb is reckoned as nothing, and the band end the 
dagger are ever ready to second S» fierce io^ulses of tb^ 
bettrt. Ib such a world of turbulence and perfidy, bow 
sweet woiMitbetoposeessagQardiaiiaBgellike Mariamoe^ 
imobUmve when her services w^e not required, bold in the 
moment of danger, watebful at all times. Women in general 
are false, fickle, and worthless { but Maoaoine is an exoeptioe^ 
end my bstred to Ibe ses only beigblens my admimtiee of (be 
ifidividcial who is free fiiom their vices." 

As be recaUed the. manifest pleasuie which, under Iha 
sandion of ber disguise, he codd not evoid suspecting that 
her recent act of devetedness bad been indeed prompted tof 
eometUng warmer than firiendship or gratitude ; and it bc^ 
eootbed imd flattered him to think tiiagtia bis present irtate of 
poveity and soktude he should have become ^e object of so 
distoterested an attachment fii& bosom melted at the 
tiiought, and the tide of human love msbiag hack into its 
ancient channel with a vehemence proftortioned to that which 
bad wrested it from its natural course, bad prepared him tot 
the tender scene with Marianme which we have just re- 
corded. 

Great indeed was Aaron's aaionishment when, upoo hie 
return, be was apprised of this sadden and uneapected con- 
tract. ^* 1 ask you not to confirm it," said Hadad, *^ until 
you shall have heard the outHoes^f my history, when both 
you and my dear Mamimte, in spate of the pledge slie hajs 
given, ebafl be free lo receive or to reject my o&r^ as yon 
MA dimk fit. Let osatt downia tbeabady enlianceof llip 
grotCoi where wo vmf be fumed by tiie-fieah aiTi aadJ 
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recite to yira tbe few but mdaiidioly bwdU of my life." In 
eompllance with his rcqtiest, the Hebvewe placed tbenaselvea 
on either side of tb«r host, who thus begin his reUtioo. 



CHAPTER VIL 

*' ToiT were both partly right and partly in error," aaid 
Hadad, ** when yon respectively maintained that I was of 
Reman and of Hebrew origin, for my father was of Campa- 
nia in Italy, my mother of Jerusalem. Her first husband, a 
Jewish merchant, whom she accompanied in his travels, died 
in Italy, leaving his young and beautiful widow scarcely pro- 
vided with the means of returning to her own country. 
Captivated by her charms, Caiua Lucius, one of ihe municipal 
decurions of the city in which ehe then resided, made her an 
offer of his hand ; and the widow, either induced by the for- 
lorn state in which she had been left, or won by the attractions 
and wealth of her suitor, forgot the peremptory law of Moses 
tbat*prohibited her union with a pagan, and became his wife. 
Resolved to make what atonement she could for this devia- 
tion from our statutes, she took especial care that I, the soJe 
issue of her marriage, should be secretly^ though strictly, 
trained in the Jewish faith, to which ithe herself had always 
inflexibly adhered, notwithstanding the solitary transgression 
of her second nuptials. Thus did I grow up to manhood, 
bearing the name and discharging the public duties of a 
Roman, cherishing the faith and inheriting many of the na» 
tional predilectioBs of a Hebrew. Both my parents expired 
within a few months of each other, leaving me, at the age of 
four*and4wenty, in possession of a handsome patrimonial 
estate, consisting of houses in one of the principal cities of 
Campania, and extensive vineyards in its immediate vicinity. 
When I was sufBciently recov^ed from the effects of this 
double bereavement to venture into society, I was congratu- 
lated as one of the most fortunate young men in the whole 
province, thus to have obtained unfettered possession of my 
estate at the most appropriate age for enpying it : my soeiety 
was eag^ly conrted by those who are ever ready to pay inter- 



ested homage to wealth — ^tfaat is to say, hy nine-tenths of nxf 
fellow^citizens ; and I was unanimously eleetedv notwith- 
stancfing my youth, to the oflBce of municipal deeoriony which 
had been held by my father. That I was exhilarated by 
this tide of prosperity^ that I was flattered by the courtesies 
lavished upon me — that I looked with smiles upon so smiling 
a woridf and fondly anticipated from it many years of un- 
clouded happiness, I will not deny ; but I would fain hope 
that I was not puffed up with pride or arrogance at this early 
accession to civic distinction and independent fortune. Not 
naturally vain-glorious — not solicitous of public honours — 
more prone to study than to pleasure — ^I was constitutionally 
disposed to place ray happiness in domestic enjoyments, and 
the charms of love and friendship ; and neVer had any man 
higher prospects of felicity in these especial objects. I had 
become enamoured of Drusilla, the daughter of a neighbour, 
whose charms, even though I was ever an ardent admirer of 
beauty, seemed in my too partial estimate to constitute her 
least attraction. She returned my affection, and the day of 
our marriage was fixed. Nor was I, to all appearance, less 
blessed in the choice of a friend. Julius Milo had been my 
schoolfellow ; from the days of our boyhood our intimacy 
had never been interrupted ; our tastes, habits, pursuits, were 
all similar ; I had promoted his advancement in life, and in 
various ways had conferred important benefits upon him. 

^* Thus did I seem to stand upon the very pinnacle of for- 
tune,-*tbus was I on the point of realizing the fondest aspi- 
rations of my heart ; the present was all sunshine and seren- 
ity, and hope, deceitlu] hope, threw a still brighter andjnore 
fascinating glory upon the future. No\lr mark how suddenly 
this enchanting prospect was blasted ; how cruelly the up- 
lif\ed cup of happiness was dashed from my lips ; by what a 
complication of heartlessness, villany, and ingratitude I was 
overwhelmed and ruined ! VVliile I was making preparations 
for my approaching nuptials, I received a legal notice an- 
nouncing that a namesake and relative of my late father, 
denying the legitimacy of my birth, maintained himself to be 
the proper heir, and claimed the estate to which i had suc- 
ceeded. Knowing the utter falsehood of this impudent 
assertion, I was at first disposed to treat it with scorn and 
ridicule; but the man of law, whom I thought it prudent to 
eoBiult, readnding me that the justice of mf cause^ to the 
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iociif ity for it» tifccfBsa, adTised ma to ios^ no tiaie in col- 
lecting ^?idellfiey apd to hasten to Rome, where the trial w^ 
to be decided. I did fiO| bearing with me such clear, con- 
TinciAgt irrefragable proofi, thjat I enjoyed beforehand the 
prQS9>ect of defeating and punishing the fraudulent claionuity 
^d of returning in triumph to receive the hand of Druaillai 
and the felicitations of my friend Milo.*' 

Hitherto Hadad had spoken in a calm, subdued voice, as 
if determined to check the ebullitions of his indignant spirit ; 
but at this period of his narrative, smitten with an ungovem* 
able rage at the recollection of bis wr<Higs, he start^ from 
his seat, clenched his hands, and burst into a paroxysm of 
saisanthropy, stigmatizing the whole human race, and venting 
especial maledictions upon the heads of Drusilla and Milo. 
As soon as he could collect liimself, he apologized to his au- 
ditors for this outbursting of passion, again seated himself 
between them, and resumed his narrative. 

'< Listen to me, my friends ; endure my choleric ebullitions 
till you learn their cause, and you will not wonder at their 
Tehonence. Even now I can scarcely bear to reflect upon 
the hideous baseness of which I was made' the victim, and 
must hurry over the revolting details. The judge who was 
to try my cause was bribed by my opponent ; M^o, the per- 
fidious Milo — <ny friend Milo, seduced by the promise jof 
sharing in the plunder, should his testimony enable the 
wrongful claimant to rob me of my patrimony, became an 
evidence against me, falsely deposing tliat he had often heard 
my father confess my illegitimacy : by which complication 
of fraud, venality, and perjury I lost my cause, and sud- 
denly found myself alone in the inrorld, stripped of my 
property, astounded,, deserted, friendless. ^ No, not friend- 
less,' I exclaimed, when I recov^ed the energies of my 
mind, for I had at first b^en so stunned by the blow as to be 
incapable of writing or even thinking. ^ Drusilia, my dear 
Drusilla, more precious than all the gifts of Fortune , and too 
honourable to participate in her fickleness — she at leapt 
renmiinstome; her relations are men of substance; they will 
assist me lo institute a new suit, to reverse this iniquitous 
decision, io recover my ravished patrimony.' A new iray of 
hope spriogi^ up in n^ bosom at this suggestion, I was,oa 
rthe point <tf, salting off for Qiunpania, when I receiv^ji||(pt- 
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tor &tm DnniUa^ sUttktgvtbat hb Ae ccmahidrf finn mf 
oleaocb a» weU as ffom my protracted rondence at BoaM^ 
and the altered state of my Gircumstanees, that I badenHrrif 
abandoned all thought of the once projeeted unioiiy she had 
that day, with tbeeeneuireneeof her fi-ioidsi^ given herbaoii 
lo Luei^is Milo. 

This was not bitterness enough. On the same dayeami 
a misfflve from my fbllow-eitizens, apprinng me that, as the 
decarions were about to give a public spectiucle to the peo{de» 
the expense of which m^t be inconvenient in the present 
revesse of my fotiunejs, tiiey had doneioe the lavour to wa^ 
persede me^ and to nominate Lucius Milo to my office ! Yoa 
will thinky perhaps, that as I had been so deeply affected by 
the \oi» of my suit» these coropUcated and still moxe stinging 
calamities, the bare recollection of which now fires me with 
an almost ongovernablewrathymusthave utterly over whelmed 
me at the period of their occurrence. Quite the reverse ; 
they rather braced- me to the enditfance of my wnrnga^ by 
calUi^ in to my support pride, hatred, seorn, the hope of 
revenge. Indignation gave me fortitude ; I thought of na- 
thmg but picking up the fragiiiients of my shattered fbrtunOf 
and hurling them back in the face of fate. Honour, faith, 
loTOy frieni&hip, public and private virtue, appeared to me 
such utter chimeras, and the world itself such> a sink of 
depravity, ingratitude, and conruption, thai I burst mto a 
bitter laugh as I read these epistles, despised myself for hay- 
ing expected anyother treatment than whatl badexpenen^d^ 
and from that moment the milk of human kindness that waa 
within me having been turned into gall, I began to view my 
species with unutterable loathing, and ta distrust every tlni^ 
that wore the semUanee of goodness^ 

"The thirst of vengeance, however, prompting ma ta 
make one more effort for the reeovery of my patrimony, I 
drew up a statement of my case^ appended to it copies of 
my documents-^-^ay, I even produced proofs of the bribery^ 
whereof I had been made tbs victim^ laid the whole before; 
the Emperor Nero, and demanded justice. Justice frooa 
Nero ! Duped and gulled as I had beei^, how could I agaiir 
trust to human nature, and, above all, to a beiaf-cuieed witk 
the possession of despot^m, wbioh seldom fails to make max 
a devil ? My suceessAil opponeat, tfa«i rioting at Home in 
the plunder of way fortune, bad formed an iatiiBacy wilbftr 
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ermiaxe and BuUm of Nero, ntmed 8port», vkh yvhoae 
ififiunotts cbantct^r none thai have been at Rome cm remain 
uaaoquaanted." 

" I haTo frequently seen him," said Aaron, <* when I was 
an inmate of the palace. The wretch accoynpanied the 
emperor in his flight, and has by Uiis time, I trust, shared 
Iiis fate.'' 

*^ The justice of my case,'' resumed Hadad, ** bein|r as 
nothing corapaml widi the influence of this robcreant, Nero 
not only confirmed the iniquitous sentence of my judge, 
but at the instance of my opponent, who wished to be 
finaHy relieved from me and my cfaiiro, was actually peisuaded 
by Sporua to sign a warrant for my seizure and execu-. 
tion, upon some pretext so frivolous that! have even forgot- 
ten its nature. Mere accident made me acqCiainted with 
this atrocious design ; and the hatred of my oppressors, 
rather than the love of life> prompting me to defeat 
their conspiracy, I mounted a fleet horse, galloped to the 
seashore, and was fortunate ^fiougfa to find a vessel bound 
for Alexandria, on board which I procured a passage, and 
arrived in Egypt without accident. It is the boast of the 
Romans that their empire extends over the whole civilized 
earth, and in that empty vaunt do they often find their curse ; 
for he who once becomes an object of imperial vengeance 
has no hope of escape. He may fly to the ocean on one 
eide, tp the uttermost bounds of the earth on the other, but 
he is still a priisoner, for the world is only a larg^ dungeon, 
of which Cassar is the jailer. I recalled what Cicero said 
to the exiled Marcelluff-*' Wherever you are, remember 
that you are equally in the power of the conqueror.' But I 
would not meanly dei^air — ^I would not surrender while there 
was yet a possibility of escape ; and I reflected, moreover, 
that I was too unimportant an exile to be actively pursued* 
I had my choice of plunging into the desert and the wilder* 
BOSS, or of herding with remote barbarians. The former 
being more in accordance with my misantlnropic feelings, I 
traversed the wilds of Mount Caucasus, roamed over the 
Syrian solitudes, and hoiked upon the outskirts of the 
great Arabian d^eert, into which I would have penetrated 
but from the fear of perishing for want. Having k^umed 
the language of the IdumflBans, I resolved upon making an 
excursion into their inhospitable country* — ^a baxai^us 
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enterprise^ which threfttened at first to cost me my Itfe, and 
termifiated by convertifig me into ao. InTohintary Prophet* 
Seized by a wandering party of their horsemen, I was 
carried off as a prisoner to their principal town» where a 
council of their warriors^ having conceived the notion that I 
was a spy employed by one of the neighbouring tribes with 
whom they were at war, decided that I should be offered up 
as a sacrifice to a huge misshapen idol, erected in the midst 
of the temple, or rather the great bam in which their delibe- 
rations were held. My protestations were vitin; I was 
to be slaughtered at midnight, and in the mean time I was 
committed to the prison which joined the temple. 

** With this forlorn prospect before me, my meditations, 
as you may well suppose, were gloomy enough; but as 
night drew on, accompanied by a furious storm, I resolved 
not to loso my life without making an effort, however 
desperate, at escape. The door was well secured and 
guarded on the outside; the aperture by which light was 
admitted was too small to allow a passage for my body ; 
but I perceived a rude species of trap-door in the roof, and 
having succeeded in climbing up to the window, I availed 
myself of the great muscular strength I had always pos* 
sessed to ibrce open the trap ; the noise I made in this pro- 
cess being rendered inaudible by the fury of the wind, and 
an opportune peal of thunder* On gaining this upper 
apartment, which I did without difficulty, I beheld a large 
stycamore chest in its centre, covered with strange characters. 
Thinking it might afford me a place of momentary conceal- 
ment in case of quick pursuit, I opened it, when 1 found 
that it contained the robes, the Persian cap, and the great 
ram's*horn that I now wear, together with this mystic wand. 
In this disguise, of which I immediately perceived the 
advantage, I lost no time in arraying myself, and having 
completed my investiture, I began instantly to break a way 
for my escape through the roof, which being of thatch, 
soon yielded to my efforts. It was now dark night ; but by 
the flashes of lightning I could ascertain Uiat the building 
upon which I stood afforded no means of reaching the 
ground without the chance of breaking my bones and the 
certainty of alaxming the guard. Before me, however, 
extended another spacious roof of thatch, which, although 
rather higher than my present position, was bounded at its 
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tether extremity bf a tail tree, tke heuf^ <tf whidi voidd 
aSMrd aa eai^ d^Mseot, while the dari&neeeof tfae^mpeatiXHie 
nigfht and the diagmse I had asfiumed would favour my filial 
eeioape after I had onpe reached the ground. 

^ Upon the roof, therefore, I dambiwed, and had orawled 
more than half orer it^ aniisaled with the m€i8t lively hopee 
of deliveranee^ when my if eight proving toe great for the 
lime* weakened materials beneath me, they gave way, and I 
was precipitated to the ground in the very mid«t. of the 
temple, wiiere the priests and warriors aurrounding the 
glim idol) to which I was to be offered up^ were making 
preparatioiUB for the sacrifice. The masses of sc^. thatch 
that I earned with me had so far broken my fall, that 
although grierously braised, 1 was not disabled ; ai^ as I 
raised myself slowly out of the mbbisfa, partidea of which 
had extinguished all the torches of the temple, my hands 
eneountM'ed a chair, into which I threw myself, and being 
utterly incapacitated for any farther exertions, 1 resolved to 
abandcm myself, unresistingly, to my ftte. Scarcely had I 
done ao, when several attendants ran in with fresh torches, 
and at the same moment flashes of lightning, followed by a 
stuoning peal of thunder, threw an effulgmH blaze throii^ 
the whde interior of the building* Never shall I forget 
the scene then revealed to me, nor my own feelings as I 
aat in harrowing suspense, awiuting my doom* The ^ary 
horror cast upon the grim idol, which seemed to tremble in 
ifae diivering light, the ghastly hue imparted to the^tmror- 
etricken countenances of the barbariami, as ia vanous 
attitudes of amazement they bent their staring eyes upon 
me ; the preparations for the sacrifice, and the gleanui^ 
hatchet that lay upon the dtar, constituted indeed an appd- 
ling spectacle ; but even in that moment the thoughtthat I 
ms a Roman, little reason as I had to be proud of such a 
distinction, made me draw myself up in my seat and view 
my intended destroyers with a resolute airi For a: few 
moments there was a dead^ breathless silence; presently 
one of the priests cried out, — * It is Hadad the Proph^ !* 
and anon the whole building rang with vociferous s]H>irtst)f 
* Hadad the Prophet ! Hail to Hadad the Prophet! he 
promised upon hts death-bed to return to us, and lo I Heaiven 
hi^h sent him down from the> ricy upon the iriags of tiie 
thunder and the lightning I' M tbeae ^utcms^ many of Ote 
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prcNitoite before me, or widkoned me backf mth every 
demoiistmtion of reverence and delight. 

<^ The seer by whose name I was addreiaedt and to whose 
^oe I was eompuIsorUy elected, baying i^pired many 
years before, with a dying proouse that he would return ttt 
no dkftant period to resmne hisfimetions, they had religiously 
pceserved his robes and rod in the sycamore chest. . IVfy 
accidental investitore in these pamphemalia, and the mode 
of my tumbling into the temple in the midst of thunder and 
lightning, might have persuaded a less superstitious people 
that I was in redity thecharacter I represented ; nor could 
I probably have mideceived them, had I even wished to 
peril my life by making the.'attempt Behold, therefore, the 
death-devoted victim suddenly trai»fermed into an Involun- 
toy Prophet) exercising a higher influence through all the 
surrounding' district than many of the native chieflains. 

^^ As the world is constituted, every one must be victor or 
victim, master or slave. Am I to blame for choosing the 
former lot when it was thrust upon my acceptance ? As I 
had seen lying oracles and juggling priests perverting the 
credulity of the public to purposes of mutual hatred and 
destniction, and fattening on the spoil extorted from 
their duped votaries, it ^ruck me that I might wield 
the same ' powerful engine in the cause of peace, humanityi 
and civilization. A strange aim, you will say, for such a 
misanthrope as myself; but it was some dmsolation to me» 
some softening of my angry spirit, to feel that I had obtained 
a eopremacy over my fellow-creatures, even though I 
despised them; to know that I was dupingt deceiving, 
hoodwinking them, even though I cheated tli^m into com^- 
paratiye fai^ppiness, and an abuidonment of their barbarous 
vices* I n^at, that I despised mankind, and on that very 
account I detMrmined that my own actions should be the 
reverse of what I beheld in others. For their good <^inioa 
I cared not an cdM^us, but I would not forfeit my' own ; 
and tfaus I wf ought works of love in a spirit of pride and 
luttred. ^ 

^' A Roman detaohment had "fttfien into the hands of the 
Avabs* I procured their lives to4>e spared^ negotiated theur 
mBgemfanl incbiei^ed upon both pWtiesu future forbeai^ 
moe Aooi^^iMd^ in Uie usages of war. A Bonaa centu* 
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rion was commissioned to thank me for my good offices. 
Astoniabed at mj command of iiis Uogoage, and still more 
at my knowledge of recent ocenrrences in Rome, he set me 
down for an unquestionable seer and wizard* and spread my 
fiime among his superstitious countrymen, who came occa- 
^onally to consult me with not leas faith and reverence than 
the wild rovers of the desert. I am an impostOTf I confess 
it ; but perhaps not a useless, certainly not a sordid one, 
only exacting that the sanctuary of my hermitage shall be 
respected ; that the means of subsistence shall be supplied 
me ; and that I shall receive implicit obedience whenever 
I interfere for the prevention of strife and bloodshed, or 
evoi when I blow my ram's-horn, which I have acquired 
the art of doing with a wide-spreading effect, that to these 
simple people appears supernatural," 

*^ To that potent instrument is my dear father indebted 
for his life," said Mariamne, ^ and I wonder not that the 
natives should be astounded at its voice of thunder. My 
beart has sometimes thrilled to hear the broken shivering 
sound of the silver trumpets, blowing up an alarum from the 
courts of the Temple of Jerusalem ; but methinks there i9 
something still more awful in the peal of your ram's-horn^ 
which seems to make the very rocks tremble as they rebelr 
low to its roar. There is still a portion of your history 
which you have not yet explained, and yet it is one in 
which I am more deeply interested than in all the rest. 
You have told us nothing of the assassin who attempted 
your life." 

^^ I had indeed quite forgotten the miscreant. Previously 
to my arrival, he had exercised in these districts the calling 
of an astrologer and fortune-teller, and had obtained an 
influence which he abused to the most mischievous and 
sordid purposes. My superior ikme as a prophet having 
occasioned his oracle to be neglected, he vowed vengeance 
against me, and once before raised his hand to destroy me» 
when his murderous aim was pr^ented and forgiven. He 
brought his fate upon himself. I saw his countrymen this 
morning bearing ojfT his dead body ; thus am I freed from 
the only enemy that I had to fear. And now that I %ave 
related my historyij what say you, Aaron; what say yoa» 
dearest Mariamne ; are you willing to ratify the conti«ct 
that you have made with' the misai^brope and anciiorite^— * 



mih Oaiiu Lucius, the proscribed Rommif with Ha<Iad the 
reputed prophet,-^but who dkolaims the title in the presence 
of Hebrews professing the same hofy faith as himself?^' 

Though Martamne was confused and silent, her looks 
betrayed how willinglj she would confirm their affiance ; 
while Aaron, whose cupidity was inflamed by the reflectioii 
that his host, though temporarily dispossessed, was still the 
proprietor of a handsome estate in Campania; and who 
moreover c(»isidered that he. eould not do better, in the 
existing distraction of the country, than to bestow his 
daughter upon him even should he retain his present 
prophetical character, yielded a ready assent to their 
marriage. Furnished with a passport from lladad, he yent 
down to Jericho to procure a Levite, With two of his own 
kinsmen for witnesses, with whom he returned in safety to 
the hermitage, where the nuptials were solemnized with 
such eonf<»mity to the Hebrew ordinances as the peculiar 
circumstances of the parties would allow. Having thus 
eatisfactorily disposed of his daughter, Aaron, who was 
devoted to trade and thrift, and wished not to be an encum* 
brance on his son*in-law, avowed his intention of embark- 
ing the little hoard of money which he had so carefully 
preserved in drugs, and o( trayeliing to the different marts 
where these commodities were bought and sold. Taking, 
therefore, an affectionate farewell of Hadad and Mariamne, 
whom he promised to visit as opportunity should occur, he 
set off for Jericho, accompanied by the kinsi^en whom he 
had brought up with him to be present at the marriage. 

Not for a single moment did Mariamne, isolated as she 
was, ever find any thing gloomy or irksome in the tranquil 
sequestration of her abode. Her pliable character, eiurily 
adapting itself to circumstances, fitted her for seclusion, 
whil^ her love for Hadad seemed daily to increase as her 
own gently virtues, and the pleasures he found in conjugal 
bappiness, gradually weaned him from his cynical asperity, 
dispomng him to give others better credit for good quahties 
as his own resumed their former influence over his bosom* 
Nor was th«re any lack of those pastoral occupations in 
which Mariamne foimd especial pleasure. Her goats, t# 
which sheep were now added, the doves, the dogs, the gar* 
dten, furnished her with constant employ neiit ,* while she 
derived amusement from watching the various eharacters 
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ad o^«stB of &• TOtttties who «ssie to Qoofoiiliw i^ 
or who betook tiMmselvaB to the loek, as to a amotiMry 
respected hythe wUdest barbarians. Aaron did Dot forgot 
Us promise, but presented himself after the lapse of a fsw 
months, bringing thecn news of a world of which theyknoir 
and desired to know nothing, their whole happiness beii^ 
centred wiUiin the narrow precincts of the hermilago. 

Thus flew the months, little varied, though always rapid 
in their flight, until in process of time Mariamne bec ame 
the mother of two children, a son and daughter, the only 
addition that seemed wanting to complete her f<^icity. To 
her maternal duties, the most delightful and the most ab- 
sorbing of any, she devoted herself with her whde gei^ 
and afiectionate heart; loving Haded stiU more tenderly 
because be was the lather of her children ; doting still more 
fondly upon the children, because they already disclosed the 
cherished lineaments of their father. Upon Hadad, too, 
his ofibpring wrought a healing and humanizing eSsct, He 
could not bear to think altogether ill of that nature in 
which they were participants, and which revealed itself in 
them with an innocence so perfectly guileless, an affisotion 
so pure and disinterested, a lamplicity so deli^ful, so hea- 
venly, so utterly ircesistible. It was impossible that suk^ 
artless unsophisticated beings could grow up4o become per* 
fidious, crafty, selfish, unprincipled hypocrites. No; the 
children of Mariamne would form an exception, likeiiersdf^ 
to the general depravity. There might be others equally 
blameless and untainted ; the world, perhaps, was not so 
black as he had painted it, but, far from having any wish to 
revisit it, he only dreaded lest its moral infection should 
approach sufficiently near to contaminate his own puro-sad 
happy circle. 

8ix or seven years had thus sped aw&y, when one^morniog 
Aaron was recognised approaching the hermitage on e fleet 
horse, which be was urging ea^rly forward. Knowing 
his aversion to any unnecessary expense, Maiienme was 
alarmed at ^e sight, fearing that he must be the hearer of 
flome pMoAilly momentous intelligence to justify the mode 
of its conveyance : an apprehension, however, which was 
speedily dissipated, when her lather, in a manilbst inlaxiea*^ 
tion of joy, rushed towards Imt, snapping hisfiBgm,flih«aC» 
log oat vooiliHrQiK ooi^gfatoiatioos^ and embtaoinf bolli 



Ab iocND t# lia Iwd reeoi^fecl ki« breath «iid f ouki speak 
^ectedty^ be prefaced hk intell^en^e by decWiog that it 
was Botbing more than what he had sdways anticipated, 
always leli^ en ; and then proceeded to state, that having 
been carried by his mercantile porsuits into Gampaniay 
curioeity had led him to the farmer residence of his son-inr 
law» when be- learned thaA the fraudolent usurper of his^ 
estates had just expired in great remoise of conscienccy 
having pr^iously made a fcnrmal deelaration of his i^llany 
before the proper authorities, and directed by his will that the 
whole {Mroperty» with the additional purchases he had made, 
should be restonsd to Caius Lucius, the rightful owner, should 
he be yet livings or to his legal hseas^ should he be np more." 

^^ Are you stunned? aie you stupified?" cried Aaron, 
when he had finished his rehuion* ^' Are you struck dumb* 
that you neither cf you speak a word, nor betray the least 
emotioB at this exhikrattng, this giociotts news ?" 

^VTo me it is neither exhilarating nor glorious," said 
Hadady calmly ; ^^ what can we derive from Uiis tardy resto* 
laticm of Riy patrimoay ?" •^ 

V What can you derive from it? — houses, landsi h<N'seSy 
slaves^ power, homage, pleasures of eveiy kind." 

<^ And what are all these to bestow upon us ?" 
. *^ Happmess, to be sure !" 

^ Then we may save ourselves a hmg and useless journey, 
iwttlmt we already possess." 

*^Qh, ray dear f&ttierl" said Mariamne, <'if you did but 
know how happy I am in the sodiety of Hadad and my 
childceiP-*-how it would grieve me to quit this peaceful her- 
mitage, to part from my little flo^, my goats, my doves,, 
and the beautiful flowers and shrubs that I have planted and^ 
reared withiuy own hand, aU of which I conttider ^ a part 
of my family." 

^ ChMd ! you are mad, stark string mad !" cried Aaron, 
pettisUy, mod then turning to bis sen*in-law, he continued, 
^* I have not yet named the greatest of all luxuries which this 
change of fcnrtune may confer — the pleasure of being 
reveled upon the sordid Brusilk, and the f^ured iyi&m 

»Ko.'* 

>^ I imght have farid it to be such scmae yeia» ago, but, 
ttek hmxmi I base outlived the den^ of venpsaace! 

D3 



Upcm oie, indeed, tbey hare eoefened a Ueiiing'i, howeYer 
umntentioiially, wtaie upon tbemselves they faave entailed « 
cilne of conscience, to the panishment of which I may 
safely leafe them.*' 

^ I forgot to mention,'* said Aaron, << that all the ontlawries 
and proscriptiona of Nero hare been long since reyeraed, 30 
that you may return to Italy, or even to Rome, with perfect 
safety. But I give you up I I give you up i if yon nettber 
love fortune, who is your best friend, nor hate Drusilla and 
Milo, who are your wovst enemies, it is quite useless to talk 
to you." 

Intoxicated, however, with the long-cherished hope of 
liaving for his son-in-law a man of wa^th and distinction, 
the persevering Hebrew would not by any means abandon 
his design. Taking his daughter apart, he rq>resented to 
her that her removal to Campania was not a queetioh of 
preference, but of prudence and duty. What was to become 
of her should Hadad die, and leave her alone and unpro- 
tected in that savage solitude ? How would she dispose of 
her children, even should her husband live ? Would she 
marry her daughter to a barbarian of the Desert ? would 
she train up her son to be a freebooter ? could she hope, or 
even wish that he should succeed to his father's questionable 
office ? Of this and similar arguments Mariamne could not 
deny the yalidity ; whatever presented itself to her mind as 
a duty to her children, she was disposed implicitly to adopt ; 
nor was Aaron altogether unsuccessful in awaking in his 
daughter certain aspirations for the luxuries and distinctions 
which fortune was tendering to her acceptance — aspirations 
which, however they may remain dormant under the influence 
of circumstances, are seldom eradicated from any bosom, 
whether male or female. 

Won by these solicitations and impu]^es, she acceded to 
her father's wishes, and used her all-powerful influence to. 
obtain her husband's consent to their removal. Admitting 
the many motives that urged bira to compliance, against 
which his individual predilections ought to have little weight, 
be at length assented to her wishes, declaring however, with 
a sigh of deep regret, that he never expected to find in die 
possession of fortune, or the splendour and society of cities, 
that happiness which he had enjoyed in the re^rament ^ 
hia hermitage. Hta consent being once giveoi or rather 



VTUDg fitkn'Mm by cbusidenrlions for the ioterestf of hb 
efaBdtoi, no time was lost in making preparations for their 
departure. Their ^dtlifal dogs they detesmiBed to tato 
uritb them ; their sheep and goats they distributed among 
tiie neighbouring tribes ; but when Mariamne, whose feelings 
had been latterly absorbed in the bustle of her remoT^y 
vent round the narrow territory in which she had passed 
such calm and blissful years — ^when ^e came to take a last 
fiufeweil of the doves^ and the lowers, and the shrubs, and 
the various cherished objects with which she had been so 
long familiar, her 'heart swelled, the tears burst from her 
eyesy^uid she descended the rock, sobbing too bitterly to be 
able to reply to her children ^as they anxiously inquired the 
eause of her distress. Aaron , who was in high spirits, re* 
proacfaed her for her weakness, diverted the attention of the 
young folksy and chattered for the whole party. Hadad, 
supporting his wife upon his arm, walked onward in the 
silence of deep thought, until he turned to take a last, 
lingering view of the rock, when he exclaimed in mournful 
aeeents, ^^ Though I have not the guilt of disobedience upon 
my conscience, I question whether Adam, when he was 
ejected from Paradise, felt deeper regret than I do at quitting 
my peaceful hermitage !" 



CHAPTER Vni. 

The country being now in a tranquil state, Hadad, who 
had always cherished in his bosom an anxious yearning to 
see Jerusalem, suggested that they should visit it before 
they bent their course to the seacoast. Its glories, as he 
well knew, had all passed away, its noblest monuments had 
been overturned and laid prostrate in the dust, but its locality 
remained unaltered, its precincts had lost none of their hal- 
lowed and sublime associations, and, as a follower <^ the 
Hebrew faith, he could not bear to leave Palestine without 
a pilgrimage to the spot where the Holy City had imce stood* 
At the pronunciation of the last words the whole party were 
thrilled with sad emotions. Aaron, penurious and worldly 
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•ft Bv muMf w«0» eacorlf ft ft o ^a i i d dM n^fmUgm, «b> 
ftsrnog tiial Ira fliuiuld iiot ngi^ the adflkiMMd «xpftmifiir 
tbe mebncMj flalisfaelioii tif mioe nme gacing apon tin 
InU of Zioih wfawtt h9 iiad {Mflsed to iMiqr yeoMi ; mdupen 
iheieenei wiiere all the grtstereott tadstppembaiflUMcIci 
of 4Mr teiigioii iitd feoeived llMlr fteeoiii|diftliiD«it To 
tbe performance of tUs devout, thougii moomfiil dutf^ 
llammBO was^aot leift aealoofily loeHaed then Iter oompao« 
koBf end in tbat direction ecoordiogly the/ fint bent tlwir 
eoiMie. 

One ahotild htte posBeeMd the profound 80ul«cheriahed 
reverence of an ancient Hebrew far the proudly termed 
^* City of God,'* tbe magnificeni» the peerieBSfthe pride and 
glory of tbe aniTecae ; — one -ahonld have grown up firon 
infancy with the feeling that it was apiritualized and raiaed 
out of its materiality by its having been for many ageaihn' 
leaidenoe of Deity itself, in the form of the i^mbola that 
hovered over the mercy^aeat of the sanctuary, and gave 
forth the oracles of Heaven in an articulate and audiUe 
vtMce — ^in order to judge of the mingled enthusiasm and 
distress of mind with which our travellera, recalling the 
terrific events of which it had been the scene not long after 
Aaron and Mariamne had made their escape from its walls, 
once more approached the confines of Jerusalem. *^ From 
the summit of the hill we are now ascending,'* said the 
former, '^ we shall command tbe whole City and the Valley 
of Jehoshaphat. What a wilderness are these precincts, 
once so pleasant with gardens, intermingled with groves of 
palm, mulberry, and cedar 1 They were dismantled, indeed, 
when last I traversed them, bpt not so waste and desolate as 
they now are ; not so haggard and nlteriy steril. They 
were then ravaged by war, but they now fdiow like a long 
nntroddett desert" — While he was lamenting these^videneee 
of total depopulation, they gained the top of the ascent, 
when be uttered an involantary ciy, and remained for eome 
seconds petrified and speechless. «*Eli!" he at length 
ejaculated, as the tears tridcled down upon his beard, *^ what 
a horrible and awful sight ! There is the hill of Bioriah,*^ 
but where is the stately temple, that other hill of aaiUe 
and gdd that crowned its summit ? Where are the ramio* 
roue courts and enclosures of that seemingly iwpre g oabki 
ellaid?--wher^]BtheHofyofHoiieat wheMtiiegraBtasd 



mugK&MtA gftlbnet tkst nm maaA the wkti» tttpmiam 
Miic ? Wkdro are tto ioftf walls and loweiv, and atateif 
j^keatH^ and kmaiaeraUe houses ? Where is Ibe City ef 
Ood ? Gofltt^ gone, gooe I All ashest mbbi^ dust I Obt 
MuauBODBf mj ehil4i is not lius a fenifal aad a .w^faeriaif 
Sight! I had heard that the ploughshaxe had been fiassed 
ovar the greahd where the Teiaple t>f the Lord once stood* 
but I wedd not behe? e it. Lo 1 not a stone of it is left 
standing t Now» indeed, do I feel that the God ef loael 
heat deserted his people. The Holy City is swept away from 
tte l&ee of the earth. Lo ! the abidiog place of the Lord, 
and of his angels, saints, and prophets, hath disappe«ed» 
and metbinks I should hardly be more astounded were Uie 
S1KI and moon, aad stars, lo faU from hea;ven and become 
extinct l" 

Mariamne's heart thnAbed ; Ae co^ scarcely see«.tii6 
dismal prospect before her fi>r the ftst-flowing ' tears thit 
dimmed her eyes ; and i^ter having remained for some time 
silei^ she looked up to heaven, ejaculating, in the words of 
the Psalm, ^* O God, the heathen are come into thine in* 
heritance.; thy holy temple have Uiey defiled, and made 
Jensndiun a heap of stones." 

^« Three lofty structures stiH- remain standing," said Ha- 
ded, who, ^ough deeply aibcled, was naturally Tess oyercome 
than his companions, never having seen Jerusalem in its 
high and palmy state of glory. 

^rThef are the towers built by Herod," eaid Aaron. 
^^ Titus ordered that those massive fortresses should be left 
uademolished as evidences of his vkstery." The Hebrew 
and his daughter stood for some tune weejsng and burstmg 
into fresh ejaculations of wo and amazsement as they contem* 
plated the haiTOwing prospect before them; while Hadad 
beirt his eyes upon t^ scene of desolation, tnl^tly reflecting 
upon the nothingness of man and his works, since the 
acoumuloted labour of ages, together with almost a whole 
pec^le, once ^ the chosen nation of the .Lord, could thus 
be swept Drom the faee of tiie earth in ti comparative 
SBoment. 

With ItBgetmg feet ai|d Jbeavy hearts they at length 
BKwed fofwmrd towards the site of the city, but so utter 
had been the desmiction, nothing at first pres^itiBg 
ilwlf to the eye bnt .^oDfiised maases erf* xQbbish» that efeoa 
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AaroB» con? eraanC as he had onee been with all the loedi- 
ties^ eoakl acareely now diatingaish a singie one. The 
ibuBtain Siloamt and the brook Gedron^ aad the features of 
natare indeed remained unaltered, as if to mock the com- 
parative evanesceney of man's most glorious structures; 
but be could Scarcely determine with certainty where any 
of the more celebrated buildings, except the Temple, once 
reared their statdy heads. ^^Here, however, must have 
stood the Potter's Gate, from the vicinity of which we 
made our escape," he said to Mariamne, ^' and in this 
direction must have been the prison, and Monbbusac's 
Palace, and the house of Lebanon wood ; and across this 
ravine, now nearly filled with ruins, we must pass to the 
hill of Moriah, once crowned with the wonder of the world, 
the glorious Temple." Upon climbing, not* without diffi* 
cnlty from the broken nature of the ground, to the site of 
the sacred edifice, they found numerous pilgrims and devo- 
tees of both sexes, some singing together with great energy 
the 79th Psalm, others passionately kissing the earth, beat- 
ing their bosoms, weeping, sobbing, invoking curses upon 
the heathen, appealing to Heaven in paroxysms of uncon- 
trollable grief and religious ecstasy : a spectacle of misery 
and enthusiasm which the visitants could not contemplate 
without fresh and profound emotion. <^In this directioa 
stood the Beautiful Gate," said Aaron, when he had recov- 
ered sufiicient self-possession to resume his duties as a guide ; 
*^ and here must have been the Golden Window, locking 
towards the north apartments ; and yonder ran the great 
outer gallery, where the six thousand fugitives were burnt to 
death ; and here where we are now standing, vrithin the 
Court of the Priests, must have been the altar ; — ^and this 
way," continued the Hebrew, hesitating to advance, and 
dropping his voice to a reverential whisper, *^ was the Sanc- 
tuary leading into the Holy of Holies." 

Low broken stones having been set up to designate the 
boundaries of the latter enclosure, the pious, pilgrims had 
refrained firom treading within its hallowed precincts. Our 
travellers gazed upon the space within which had beea 
treasured the most sacred symbols of the Hebrews, the ark 
and the mercy-seat, whence the Divine Majesty, sitting 
between the cherubim, had given his oracles to Moses 
and the high priests; and upon this spot, so espedaUy 
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sanctified to the ifBagtwiiloBs of ft. iriiole devoot people 
during Bttcb a long kp^e of ages, they now saw weeds 
growuig ia the midst of ashes amt rubbish ! Turning away 
&om tli^ withering spectaele with feelings of indignant grief 
and humiliation^ which it would be impossible to describer 
they proceeded, at Aaron's suggestion, to tlie upper towD» 
where a Csr different scene awaited them. It is much 
easier to destroy the strongest city than to eradicate a 
religious principle rooted in the hearths core of a whole 
community. Niimefous Jews, flocking from remote parts 
of Palestine to the consecrated soil of Jerusalem, were 
busily emi^oyed in rebuilding the houses, availing themselves 
of tte materials furnished by the ruins of the former city, 
which w^e abundantly scattered in the ravines and vaUeys. 
These new habitations increased so rapidly, that at a subse- 
quent period, Adrian, the reigning emperor, settled a Roman 
colony there» to hold the inhabitants in check, and giving to 
the city the name of ^Ha Gapitolina, erected a temple to 
Jupiter on the identical spot where that of the true Gcfd had 
fornieriy stQod^ Maddened at this profanation, the indomi- 
table q>irit c^ the Jews once more displayed itself in a des- 
perate insurrection^ the result of which was their almost 
total extermination, and the final demolition of Jerusalem 
as a Jewish habitation, no Hebrew being allowed even to 
come within: sight of it, except on one day in the year,^ which 
was the anniversary of its destruction.* 

' * At a later period, St. Jerome, an crjrewitaess of what he statet , 
l^vea the followiDg animated but unreeling description of one of 
these anniversary visits. ^* The treacherous hqsbandmen (alluding 
to the parablein the Gospel), after having slain the servants and like- 
wise the Son of God, are forbidden to enter Jerusalem except upon the 
day of sadness and lamentation.- They must even pay for the liberty 
of weeping over the ruins of their city \ and, as formerly they pur- 
chased with money the blood of Christ, they are now obliged to pay 
for their own tearsi which they must not shed without a price. On 
the anniversary of the day when Jerusalem was taken and destro/ed 
by the Romans, multitudes are seen, men and women, loaded with 
years and covered with rags, who in their persons and attire bear evi- 
dent marks of the wrath of God. While the cross upon which our 
Liord sttffiured shines upon. Mount Calvary, and the church erected 
upon the tomb whence he arose frem the dead is radiant in its glory, 
and the standard of the cross planted upon Mount Olivet glitters in 
the sun, this people, as undeserving of compassion as they are 
wretched, bewail the rum of their temple. While the tears are yet 



Amw^nMiingB were not mioMjmgimmdhfili^^irim 
denees of natioDal caknutf ■uifomiiiag ^ on ewrj tide, 
m t6 forgret altogether bia iadindaal coneafoa. After nneb 
toilful amrclr, little varranted by tbe object, he guided bia 
eompaoiona to tbe apot wbere, aa be eoDJectiired^ bia dirrii- 
iDg-bouae bad fbranerly atood, Boeraly that be might Taani 
bia prndenee in having dug up bia buried treasure, and 
made bia eaeape with Mariamne before tbe woiat faorrora of 
the aiege and the capture of the city bad vet receiTed their 
eonaummation. Of Old Zachary, bia mifaAil ierrant, he 
apoke with regret, not doubting that be bad porisbed in the 
slaughter ; expreaaing at tbe same tine a great deaire lo 
know whether he had buried tbe money be left in bia handa, 
and whether there would be anyposaibility ai recovering it. 

Having wandered for some time amid tbe blackened ruiaa, 
and viaited every spot in the neigbbouriiood that denved io« 
tereat from rdigious or hiatorical asaociations, our traveUere 
turned away from the doomed hills whereon bad atood for 
80 many ages the stately city of Jeruaalem, aud puraued 
their course with heavy hearts in tbe direction of the sea. 
Aaron, who from the desolation he had just been contem*^ 
plating, looked forward with additional pleaaure to the splen- 
dour, happiness, and security that he anticipated in Italy, 
was the fir^ to recover his apirits ; but Hadad remained 
plunged in aad and sOent reveries ; vhile Manamne, over- 
whelmed and almost stupified by the horror of what die 
bad seen, could not reply or even listen to her father's lo- 
qimcity. it was some consolation, however, to both, that 
the country appeared to be in a much more tranquil, and 
even a less desolate state than when they had last traversed 
it, a circumstance from which they were led to hope that 
they should reach the shores of the Mediterranean without 
incurring any danger. In this expectation no disappoint- 
ment occurred : their voyage being not less fortunate tban 
their journey, they landed in due time at Neapolis, where 
Hadad, at the suggestion of his iather-in-Iaw, dropped the 
name he bad latterly borne, and reaumed his patronymie of 
Catus Lucius, by which we shall henceforward disttt^fuiBfa 
him. Rather dejected than elated at the prospect of tite 

vpoB their eheekf, their hair diflhevelled, and their anns liyid with 
self-inflicted blows, eomes a soldier who demands money of tibem if 
tiiey would have the liberty of weepiii|f any longor.'^ 
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appvoftcbiag obuif^ iiilH»lbrttn»6, «iid of t mtum to the 
^hi^w lievrtlMs eonftesies of ci? itized life, Liieios abmdjr 
iek bis old niBADthropby^ though ia a much \m» acriaioniow 
fcnn, beginning to steal upon bis mind ; and ba?iag an inviiH 
cible Fepagnance to the official terns and comoaunicatioiis 
that might be necessary to put htm in posMsnon of Us ?iBa 
and estates^ be willingly deputed the management of the 
whole af&ir to Aaron. 

> Moat chee? fully did that aetive agmit undertake the <|om- 
mission^ bustling a^bout with zeal propoEtioned to hie sense of 
the object to be attained. Leaving his companions atihe 
port where they had landed, he went forwnrd to the births 
place of Lucius, which was at an e^ distance, to demand 
restoration of the estates, and to make whatever preliminary 
arrm^ementB. might be necessary to give ^cUu to his tritim- 
phal. entrance into the town, and his reoceupation of the 
paternal villa, for such it might be termed, being situated 
without the walls, and provided with many of the luxuries of 
a country house. After an absence of three days he returned 
with the joyful intelligence tbat.no opposition whatever was 
made to the claim* that all the tenants of the bouses and vine- 
jmd» which coastitated ^e estate were anziaus tqt recog- 
nise Lucius as then: landlord and proprietor; and that bii 
townsmen were unanimous in the wish to mak^ reparattoa 
ibr their former illiberality, by giving faim the most cordis^ 
and distinguished reception in their power. To this infor- 
mation he added, that when the perjury and ingratitude of 
Julius Milo had been made public by the dying declaration 
of the usurper, both himself and his wife Brustlla had been 
booted from the town with every mark of ignominy, nor did 
any one know what had since become of them ; and beooD- 
cluded bis budget of good news with fresh congratulations 
and embraces, which, however^ did not seem to exhilarate 
iussoB-inrlaw. ^' I have experienced," said the latter, shafc* 
iBg his bead distrintfuUy, '^how much value is to be attached 
to the sordid good-will of my fellow-townsraeni— «wbat confi- 
denoe I ougfat to place ia theamiles of fortane,*^and I wiU 
not again be made the dupe of either. Accedmg to your 
wi8faes,^tbQee of ray dear MiuiaBme,and tfae^^intereais of our 
diildren, I am* neveidieleBs, ready toresune my patrinunqr, 
and again tooccuf^ that rank in aode^io wimdi i am en* 
titlBdivmybictfa." 
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Hariamne did not shwe thii phik)80|duc indiffareaee ; 
beicoming gradually imbued with her father's notionB as to 
the paraniouot importance of wealth and diatioctioo, and 
iMtnciifying this feeling by an impression tliat it was her 
boupden duty to seeure the advantages of fortune for her 
children, she was not a little elated at the prospect of the new 
and more exalted sphere of life upon which she was about to 
enter. Averse from all display, Lucius would have resumed 
possession of his Tills and patrimony in the quietest and most 
unostentatious manner possible ; but this neither accorded 
with thenascient ambition of Mariaraney nor with the pride 
of the bustle-loving Aaron^ who^ not being chary of expense 
when another was to bear Its burthen, and himself and daugh- 
ter to participate in the state and homage it might excite, 
not only engaged a handsome equipage to convey them to 
the town, but apprized the municipality beforehand of the 
intended hour of their arrival. Their entrance, therefi>re, 
was something like a petty triumph, all Lucius*s tenants 
coming out to meet and congratulate him, followed by half 
the inhabitants of the place, who welcomed the new comers 
with every demonstration of joy ; and scarcely had Lucius 
reachei| his villa^ when a deputation presented themselves, 
requesting permission to replace upon the list of their muni- 
cipal decurions the name oif the ^* much*injured" Caius Lu- 
cius. Disgusted rather than flattered at the sordid, time- 
serving spirit that had dictated the offer, he thus dryly and 
cynically declined it ** That I have been much injured, my 
fellow-citizens, no one knows better than yourselves ; but as 
the dispossession from my estate aflbrded no valid plea for 
your depriving me of the office, the recovery of my rights 
gives me no claim to be restored to it. If you require a 
decurion who is secure against the corruption of judges, or 
the perjury and ingratitude of his dearest friends, you mast 
search elsewhere, for I doubt whether you will find him in 
all Campania." Though theapplicants feh the rebuke, they 
persisted in pressmg their point, but as the recusant remained 
immoveablei they were &in to retire without accomplishing 
their purpose. 

Scarcely more gracious was his reception of others who 
pressed forward with interested folicitationst or^ thought to 
Ingratiate themselves by lavishing abuse upon Milo, DraaiUa, 
and the deceased usurper of the estate. Their calculating 



eomrteriefl were delected and despised ; tbeir attempt^ flat- 
teries were repressed with a stem frowD ; not even their most 
inmdiouB and wheedling artifices could deceive him : they 
o&Ij served partially to revive that misanthropical spirit which, 
under the mellowing operation of time and the soothing in- 
fluence of domestic happinesst had for some years past been 
gradually softening down. In the general corruption of 
manners, it might have been difficult for him to find a spirit so 
Mianly, philosophical, and upright as his own ; and he had no 
wish, like Diogenes, to light a lantern and go about the town 
searching for an honest man. Long accustomed to seclusion, 
and revolting from the companionship of neighbours, all of 
whom seemed to be actuated by the same abject, grovelling 
selfishness, he gladly betook himself to his favourite study ^ 
astronomy, and to the enlargement and decoration of his 
library. £ven the superintendence of his estate and the 
control of his household af&irs soon became so irksome to 
him, that he willingly resigned the former to the care of 
Aarcm, the latter to the absolute disposal of Mariamne. 

Than Aaron he Qoi:^d not well have. selected a better or 
more competent steward ; but to invest the inexperienced 
Mariamne with the unstinted command of money, .and the 
sole direction of a large establishment, was an indiscreet and 
unfortunate measure. Suddenly acquired riches, especially 
when their possessor has been educated in poverty, have 
generally proved a dangi^rous gift; nor was Mariamne quali- 
fied by her disposition, amiable as it was, to offer any exception 
to the rule. Stability (^character she did not possess. As 
jher ductile mind eafflly received the form stamped upon it by 
surrounding circumstances, it was no inconsistency that the 
same individual who at the hermitage had been diffident, 
unassuming, and humble, should, when suddenly transported 
into the totally different sphere die now occupied, where she 
was exposed to all the seductions of fortune and the bland- 
ishments of flattery, gradudly become vain, confident, and 
kaughty. Like many others of stronger mental temperament 
than herself, she coi^d bear adversity much better than pros- 
perity. The sycophants and parasites who had been instantly 
discomfited when thsy presumed to assail Lucius, found httle 
diffi^dty in gaining the ear, and perverting the judgment of 
Ills flez9>Ie' wife ; nor can we wonder that, when she saw the 
pEofoimd and wide*spreading homage her wealth and ftaticm 



proeured her, ulie ahould attBch « pn>)»0ttiiHittte bttpamaao 
to ifaehr posaession. Her iatteren, afibetins to benpHirous 
admirers of the foreign ityle of ber beeaty, so muefa «op^ 
lior to that of the Romans, piqued her ambitioii, by itvinf 
her the palm over all her riYais^not only in personal charms, 
but in the ftkshion of her dress, as well as the taste and^qilsii- 
dour of ber entertainments. To justify this adulationy not 
less than to mortify the hostile Mies, some of whom k^ 
aloof, aid fipoke slightingly of. her as a Jewess and a bar- 
barian, Mariamne, with a spirit worthy of a better canw, 
defied their illiberal and unsocial spirit, and, if she could mA 
ccmciliate, was resolved at least to eclipse them. Her duty 
to her children had been adduced as an ai^ument for taking 
possession of the estate, and her duty to her husband ^9vas 
now urged as a pretext for eithibiting all the spleiid<»ir that 
so productiTe an estate warranted her in assuming* As the 
wife of Caioe Lucius, she was determined to assert her dig« 
nity, to show these proud Roman dames that she would tafes 
ber rank with the l>est of them. Not that she valued such 
distinctions herself, but she would not suffer the honour of 
her husband to be compromised. 

Her vanity and ambition being sanctioned, as she imag^nedf > 
by so laudable a motive, she plunged boldly into expense, 
imported the newestfashions fk>m Rome, outvied every com-> 
petitor in the magnificence of her attire, surpassed all oppo- 
nents in the variety and costHness of her entertainments ; 
outflashed all others by the superior brilliancy of her dia- 
monds at the public shows and spectacles, where she always 
selected the most conspicuous place. Artists were brougl^ 
from the capital to paint and decorate the walls of her 
apartments, to build larger and more sumptuous imths, Ui 
tesselate her floor in the last improved style ; festive wreaths 
were almost daily suspended over the doorway ; every roosa 
resounded with the revelry of dancers, singers, musioiamt, 
and bufifooos. From a spirit of nationality, Aaron had mt 
been sorij to excite mortification and envy in (hose who ha4 
presumed to twit himself and his daughter with being bar- 
barians ; but he at length took alarm at the expenses of her 
triumph, and counseUed her on the sufajeet The onoe sob- 
missive and aoquiesoent Mariamne, bowe^et^ had ir>w be- 
come self-willed. Bhe would ncft be deficient, she 8aiA,iB 
filial respect ; but she added^ with m look and toae cthm-. 



IflUr,^ thai riio must be the mifitroai of her own house;, that 
die muafc uphold ber hashand's dignity ; and she proceeded 
to isMieordefe fox a still more magnificent entertaimnent th«D 
imy ahe bad yet given. 

JDistiBrbed.in bis. studies by the confaak»i of bisbouse^and 
the uncongenial eonndeh of festive riot, Luotus bad more than 
enee. expostulated with his wife, warmng her that the syco- 
phants who prompted and benc^ted by ber^ prc^u£Hon were 
hut as tbe swallowsf who came to feather their nests beneath 
her roof, during the sunshine and aummer of her prosperity, 
but who would fly away with the first wintry cloud, leaving 
iB>tfaing hut dirt and rubbish behind them. Sanguine and 
inexperienced, Martamne wouldnot think so harshly of h^ 
Menda, vindicating their attachment, and defending her 
enlarged hospitality by the same plea that she had urged to her 
hAher. The huabuHl ridiculed this pretext, upbraiding his 
wHe with the change in her character, and her inability to 
bear the smiles of Fortune so well as she had endured her 
fiowns. Tears and protestations were the usual reply to 
this rebuke, but the c(»)duct thai had called it forth underwent 
no change. Disappointed and chagrined, Lucius renewed 
bis Gpmplatnts in- an increasing tone of asperity, which was 
met by the reproach that he no longer loved her as he used 
to do, or he would not interfere with recreations so innocent 
iju themselves, and so consistent with tbe rank she now 
oeeupied in society. A diminutipn of mutual affection was 
the natural consequence of these altercations, and occasional 
eetrangements ensued. Lucius confined himself to his study, 
or made excursions to a small farm that he possessed at tbe 
foot of Mount Lactantius, some miles, from the town. 
M8riamne,as her domestic happiness decreased, sought solace 
in dissipation, and in the pride of giving more numerous and 
fifdendid parties than any of her rivals. 

Such were tbe motMres that prompted her to make the 
^rand gala, to wbieb we have alluded, more conspicuously 
magnificent than any of its predecessors. All the inhabitantB 
of the better class were invited wiUiout distinction, — friends 
that they might share her triumph, eiiemiea that the^ might 
envy it ; no cost or centrivance being epared to justify both 
feelinf^ and to prove that the Jewess and the luitbarian, as 
she had been, tauntingly termed, could eclipse the proudest 
oftbftRmBttn^damoi. Not ozdy were the best muncians 
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and singers engaged, but Indian jagglers, buffoons, and danc*- 
ing-girk were pot in requisition to vary the amusements ; 
a tittle pantomime was prepared, for whtcb a temporary stage 
had been erected; and a lottery, consisting entirely of 
prizes, some of considerable value, others designedly insig* 
liificant to provoke a laugh, was to wind up the festivities of 
the day. At an early hour of the morning all was bustle 
and preparation. Numerous slaves and servants, crowned 
with chaplets, were busily employed spreading Tyrian car- 
pets, hanging Persian arras and silken draperies upon die 
walls and windows of the principal saloons, scattenng saf^ 
£ron-water and other odoriferous perfumes, suspending 
wreaths, distributing flowers, bringing in snow from a vault 
in the garden to cool the wine, shutting out the sun, and 
preparing large fans to ventilate the guests, for it was the 
latter end of August, and the weather was unusually sultry. 
The master of the mansion, offended at this faring 
opposition to his expressed wishes, took no part in the pro- 
ceedings, and even declined to appear, confining himself to 
bis study. His displeasure was unheeded, and his asssistance 
was not required. Fired at the thought c^ the triumph she 
was about to achieve, Mariamne was everywhere, superin- 
tending, ordering, and altering, until she had seen every 
preparation completed, when she attired herself with the 
utmost magnificence, and seating herself in her vestibule^ 
awaited with a beating heart the arrival of her guests. 
Wreathed with flowers, and decked in all their gala finery, 
her visitants soon poured in, spreading themselves through 
the apartments, admiring, wondering, ridiculing, and abusing, 
according to their respective feelings. In (he hearing of 
Mariamne, however, there was but one tone — that of un- 
bounded admiration and flattery. With affected ecstasy, 
some kuded the splendour of the atrium or vestibule, in the 
centre of which a fountain diffused a refreshing coolness ; 
others praised the paintings and rare devices on the walls, 
the beautifblly tesselated floors and mosaic figures, the gor- 
geous preparations for the banquet ; every thing, in short, 
obtained the most zealous eulogies in the bearing of the 
hostess, although many of her flatterers to<^ an ample 
revenge when lier back was' turned. Whatever might be 
the fbelings of individuals, their countenances told no tales, 
and the festival presented a gay, glitteriogr joyeua sc^ie. 



that extorted admiration even from the eoyions. As the 
throng increasedt some betook theniselyes to alcoires axicl 
recesses to play diee ; the ladies who had white and delicate 
Iiands had recourse to the ^ame of morra ;*^ many strolled 
into the garden at the back of the house, some walked ia 
the ambulatory ; but the greatest number was collected on 
a raised terrace, with seats and summer-houses, wliich com- 
itianded a delightful view over the rich and fertile plain of 
Pompeii, enlivened with towns and villas, among which 
wound the meandering river Sarnus ; the prospect being 
bounded on the left by the distant islands and gleaming 
waters of the Tyrrhenian Sea ; on the right by the deep 
blue hills of Nola and Nocera, whence the river might be 
traced ; and in front by Mount Vesuvius, at that time over- 
shaded with groves, luxuriant orchards, and vineyards, and 
80 far from inspiring any terror, for it was unknown as an 
active volcano, that the poets had imagined it to be an ely-> 
sium of pleasure, and the favourite resort of the rural deities. 
On the terrace had presently assembled tiie mass of the 
company from all quarters, attracted by a vast and singular 
cloud ascending into the atmosphere from the summit of the 
mountain, in some places dark and spotted, in others vividly 
bright. Upon this strange object all eyes were ^presently 
fixed with a deep^ interest, but wi&out any feeling of alarm, 
watching it as it majestically climbed higher, and higher, 
and higher still, unlil it had attained an immense elevation, 
when it spread out horizontally, in form like the branches 
of a pine. At this juncture a violent shock of an earthquake 
was felt; the tiles from the top of Lucius's house were 
shaken down into the paved court with a loud crash, and the 
Fompeians, whose city had been nearly destroyed by a 
similai^ calamity not many years ago, becoming instantly 
sensible of their dapger^ were seized with a phrensy of terror. 
Ere yet they could rush from the terrace, frona the garden, 
from the apartments of Lucius's villa, without knowing 
whither tliey should fly, the enormous doud they had been 
watching burst with a ^stunning and astounding explosion, 
precipitating over the whole country an uninterrupted torrent 
of hot cinders and pumice stones, mixed with black and 

* GuessiBg at the numbtr of finffera mutually nussd Dp ; a game 
0tiU played by the lowtr erdeis in Italy. 
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broken pieeesof bunnsg^rock and boUiogmud, which yeiling 
tiie light of the san, completed tiie horror of the scene by 
a midday darknessr. Throughout the Tiila of LueiiiSi and 
indeed the whole town of Pompeii, all was confasioo, flighty 
and an agony of terror ; the shrieks of woment the criea 
»id clamour of men, and th^ wailful lowing and howling of 
maddened cattle, being mingled with the r^eated exploaiens 
of the mountain, as it vom^ed forth its burning bowels into 
die air. 

At the first alarm, Marianme, exhausted and unnerved 
by her previous exertions, sank fainting upon the terrace ; 
har children, whom she had fantastically dressed up for the 
festive party, ran screaming to seek their father ; the guests* 
not one of whom offered the smallest assistance to their 
helpless hostess, hurried to their own homes, except a few 
who took refuge in the cellars of the villa as the only place 
of immediate safety ; the slaves, as usual upon all occasions 
of consternation and conlusion, betook themselves to pillagOt 
bursting tumultuously into the gorgeous banquetoroom, 
devouring the viands and precious wines, and then decamp- 
ing with the plate. Startmg from his study at the first shock 
of the earthquake, Lucius ran into the garden, and meeting- 
his terrified children, was by them conducted to their still 
senseless mother, whom he took up in his arms, and carried 
her into one of the wooden summer-houses, being afraid to 
convey her to the main building, lest its roof should be 
endangered by new shocks of the earthquake. Desiring his 
children to remain there, he hurried to procure restoratives 
firom the villa, assailed, both in going and r^uming, by the 
falling masses of volcanic matter, as well as by the noxious 
exhalations they emitted. He returned, however, in safety, 
and by proper apfdications soon succeeded in reviving Ma- 
riamne, although so confused by the uncertain recollection 
of what had occurred, and scared by the terrific noises of 
the mountain, and the clatter of the falling materials on the 
wooden covering of the summer-house, as to be quite stu* 
pified and bewildered, and only able to utter incoherent 
ejaculations. Distressed and awe-stricken at this great 
eonvulsion of nature, but still firm and collected in the midst 
of it, Lucius thought only of preserving the lives of his 
fiimily^ — an object which seemed most likely to be attained, 
should the eruption contiouaand thecoacussions be xeafianad* 



tf nmoifmg Item to th* s^aiboitt, tnd gcHtiAg tt«ai (mI 
rard ahip^ The dird eoxtsmo6o» of Ad elemdnfs iniifbt; 
lie^werov mbside as ftpklly tet it had burst for^ is wmch 
ease it wciuki be bett« to reniftiA at the villa than eitpose 
his family to the dangers of a removal. Aaron, whom Ln^ 
eins had at length found, after shouting out his ttame for a 
considerable time, concurring in this opinion, they reaaaineii 
watching the awful phenomena before and around them 
until ni^t camex>ny when a momentary p^use gave reason 
to hope that the worst throes of nature were over. Sud« 
denly, however, broad refulgent Expanses of fire burst from 
every part of Vesuvius, and shining with redoubled splendour 
Arougfa the darkness, glared over a scene now accompanied 
by the horrors of a continued earthquake, which shaking thei 
edifices from their foundations, and precipitating their roofi^ 
upon the heacb of the affrij^ted beings who had sought 
shelter beneath them, threatened universal- desolation. 

As a part of the villa and its supporting columns fell to 
die earth with a frightftil crash, burying in its ruins all that 
remained unpillaged of the magnificent banquet, Luciusr 
thanked heaven ^at he had taken refuge in the wooden 
summer-house, which, though it rooked violently to and 6*01 
did not fall to pieces. Instant fiight seeming now to be the 
only ohance of safety, he committed Mariamne and her chil- 
dren to the care of Aaron^ and hurried to the offices, whicb 
still remained standing, for the purpose of procuring a car- 
riage to convey them away. From his numerous slaves and 
servants, even if he could have found them, no obedience^ 
was to be expected at such a moment of panic and universal 
insubordination ; but the powerful and undismayed Lucius 
needed little extraneous assistance when bis own resolute 
energiesr were once called forth. Blindfolding two of hit 
stoutest mules, to prevent their being startled by the in- 
cessant flashes, he* harnessed them to a carriage, which 
he had previously dragged, by incredible exertions, over 
a mound of rubbish, when he i^turned for his wife and 
ehildren, enoouraging them by the collected fimmess of hiaT 
demeanour, \diile ho^ exhibi^sd so' much tenderness, fore^ 
tfiOD^t, and solicitude for theii^ safety, that the now con'* 
scions Mariamne ((At a pang at her heart as she recollected 
how often she had l»tterly aeeutfed him of beihg cynical antf 
itteroeh,.fliid^ optettided Um with a dimi&Qtkm of Us loVtf; 
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Btudiog his lobet wbidi be tore for the porpoeei aiounJ 
thw bea^, as a protectuHi agaiiMt the falling tloneB and 
cindersi he escorted them to the carriage, placed them widtt9 
itf an4 desired Aaron to follow, declaring that he himself 
wottld be thmr driver. 

^* I cannot leave the villa/' cried Aaron, ^* without my 
Bioney. All that I am worth in the world is secured in ao 
iron box beneath the stairs of my bedroom. I will run for 
it— those apartments remain uninjured — and will return to> 
you imn^diatdy." 

^^ Madman ! exclaimed Lucius, indignantly, ** wJnt is a 
bag of dross at such a moment as this ?" 

'^ Ten times more precious than ever. Are we not all 
utterly ruined ? and may I not be reduced to beg my breadr 
unless I can secure this treasure ?" 

** I will not endanger lives more dear to me thui my own, 
for an object so sor£d and ccmtemptible." 

*^ And I value not my life without the means of living. 
Risk nothinff, however, on my account. Drive on-^rive 
on, and I will overtake you before you reach the end of the 
road of Tombs." With these words Aaron ran towards the 
house, spite of the entreaties of Mariamne and the reproaches 
of her husband, who left him, as he said, to his own obsti- 
nacy and avarice, and urged forward his mules, already 
restrained with the utmost difficulty, from the heat of the* 
cinders accumulated round their legs. At the end of the 
road of Tombs Lucius stopped^ calling loudly and repeatedly 
upon Aaron ; but his voice, powerful as it was, was drowned 
in the universal uproar. Ashes and rubbish, mixed with hot 
liquid mud, fell around them in such quantities that a littie 
delay would have imbedded and glued them to the ground ; 
and all farther deliberation was qjlickly prevented by the 
mules themselves, who, wounded and maddened by the 
pumice stones, became unmanageable, and plunged wildly 
forward. 

In the open country, where they had anticipated greater 
safety, spectacles of terror and misery burst upon them witb 
hideous aggravation. Num^ous fugitives, covering their 
heads with pillows, or whatever defence they could snatch 
up, ran about wildly and with piteous outcries* Many were 
lying dead, either killed by the fall of heaiy stones, or poi** 
soiled by noxious exhalations ; others thrown down by the 
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reekkig of the eartb, and unable to arise, were inploriiig 
that aiil which all needed and none could afford. The con- 
cussiona became so violent that the carriages, agitated to and 
ijro, could scarcely be kept upright, evenr when pro|^ed with 
atones ; the intense darkness was rendered more appalling 
by the fitful glare of torches, or the trimsient Uazeof light- 
ning that revealed new sights of misery, new objects of terror ; 
while the horror of the whole scene was consummated by 
incessant and tremendous explosions from the volcano, re- 
sembling peals of the loudest thunder, accompanied with a 
continued hoarse bellowing and. rushing noises, as of the se»- 
ip a violent storm. The disturbed imaginations of the fugi-- 
tiv^, adding chimerical dangers to those that were real), 
conjured up before them huge giants and terrific spectres^ . 
stalking about with menacing gestures through the gleam- 
ing darkness. No wonder that the wretched Pompeians, as 
they witnessed this universal convulsion of Nature, imagined 
that earth was returning to her primeval chaos ; that the 
last day was come, and that gods and men, and the world 
itself, were about to be involved in one universal ruin. To 
our Hebrews it recalled the recorded destruction of the cities 
of abomination ; and Mariamne and her children would 
almost have abandoned every hope of escape, especially when 
they saw the numbers perishing around them, but for the sus- 
taining fortitude and presence of mind of Lucius, who uphold 
their sinking courage, and pledged himself either to effect* 
their ddiverance, or to perish with them. 

Resolutely did he press forward towards the beach, im- 
agining, as did multitudes of others, that the sea would'' 
afford certain means of retreat ; but the boisterous agitatioR- 
of that element, occasioned by the convulsive heaving of the 
earth, precluded all possibility of escape, and only increased' 
the danger by accumulating the people in dense masses. A^ 
cloud of thick smoke, bringing with it a shower of fine ashes* 
and the most noxious exhalations, rolled like a torrent among 
the miserable fugitives, who, in their consternation, crushed 
and trampled down one another, as they pressed forward with- 
out an object, amid darkness and desolation, some invoking 
death with outstretched hands to deliver them from such in- 
supportable anguish. This was l^ far the greatest danger 
our I&brewB ht^ to encounter, though tlieir whole flight was 
a niceession of continued Hfe-perils, More than once was 
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IjmvoB Uk dinger of luftMsmtiag from the Mueko,* of 
eionrMined with tho voIe«iic matter, or borne down by the 
bMed and oiaddeoed erowd ; bet his mules were Ibrtmietelj 
muiifl^ and vigorous, and after incredible exertions, and a 
hun^kied hair-breadth escapes, heat length sneceeded in dis- 
entangling his carriage fironi the tbroDg, turned the Aules* 
beads towards the east, and was eventually fortunate enough 
^ reach his little farm at the foot of Mount Lactantius, 
bimaeif covered with bruises, but without any senbus injury, 
wIhIo his wife and children had only suffered from the effects 
of torror and exhaustion. Mariamne's mind, however, re- 
mained sunk in such an utter prostration, that she could 
scarce utter a word. When she caught a view of her pale 
and haggard features in a mirror, and surveyed her magnifi- 
oent gala*dress all soiled and tern, and the blaze of her die* 
monds quenched in dirt and ashes, a deep sense of humiliatioa 
sent a pang to her heart ; a conviction of her own folly, 
vanity, and arrogance, and of the worthlessness of her pre- 
tended friends, filled her with a sharp remorse ; and as she 
sank upon her knees, endeavouring to return thanks to Heaven 
that herself and her family had thus far been spared in the 
general calamity, she penitently raurmured-^^ Richly have I 
merited that the dust and ashes, wherewith I am now covered, 
should for ever be my portion ; in sackcloth — ^in sackcloth, 
not in these gorgeous trappings, should I be clad :'*-*^nd as 
rite spake she tore away her gauds and jewels, dashed them 
upon the ground in a passion of repentant grief, and then 
pouring forth her thanks for the signal and undeserved mercy 
she had experienced, made the most solemn vows of future 
amendment 

Fortunate, indeed, might Lucius bedeemed in thus having 
reached a place of comparative security, while the mass of 
^Pompeians remained for three days and nights expoifed to 
idl the anguish of suspense — all the fury of the still raging 
volcano. Many were stifled by the mephitio vapour ; others, 
spent with the toil of forcing their way through deep and 
almost impassable roads, sank down to rise no more ; some 
died from terror and inanition. On the foorth morning tto 
darkness began gradually toclearaway, the real^ay appeared, 

^ It prsvsd fatal, as is weU Imown, te thedderFliay, on the-bsadl 
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Am Mit -ifaiBtiv with ft wmn, ghuikf ligbt^ «« in «n eeliipse | 
iNrt ftU fifttam, to tbe weakened eyes^ seotted ehai^ged, for 
toWM and iekfa bud dinppeaied uod^ oae ex^Me of wbilo 
Miles, or were doubtfully marked here and tkere, like tk« 
Biope promineot objects after an Alpine faU of snow. 

It was Lucius's £rst care, as soon as be eould Tentnro 
Ibrth with safety, to seek the missing Aaron, whose probable 
ftte bad ini^red the most lively alarms, both in himself and 
Markmne. For this purpose he returned to Pompdi, con^ 
templatinf the still smoking ruins with a withering of heart 
afanost as intense as that which he had felt in surveying the^ 
desolation of the once stately Jerusalem ; biit, alas ! the 
road of the Tombs, where he was to have met bis fatheMn«> 
law, was no longer distinguishable ; and of his own handsome 
▼31a nothing remained but a few columns^ more than half 
boried in atbes, and in the rubbish of the pediment and roof 
which they had once supported. From his feliow-townsmmi 
whom he found Opon the spot, endeavouring to individualisd 
their habttaUons, and glean something from the wrecks^ he 
could ga&er no tidings of Aaron, but was himself beset with 
inquiries respecting the guests at his wife's grand entertain* 
nenty many of wl^m were missing. He could furnish no 
infcHmation whatever. They were never heard of after { 
neither tbe bodies of these individuals nor that of Aaroa 
eouid be found, though a most diluent search was made-for 
tiiem.* 

So uttoly devoid of selfi^ness was die mind of Luciuii 
io cofflpl^ely was it engrossed in regret for the probable &tO 

* At Pompeii, hi the year I77d, a mbarban viHa was excavate^ 
at the entraace to whioh, from tbe road of tbe Tombs, was found tbe 
AeletoB of an mdiTidual holdmg a parse contaiDinff many coins and 
medals, and a key. In a subterranean passage of the same building,^ 
aiud large earthen wine vases, ranged in order against tbe walk, 
wwe discovered tweatj-tbree other skeletons, with ear-rings, bnoe*^ 
lets, and Tarioas ornaments, the bones of the fingers of some stSI 
adhering to triflinpr articles thej bad wished to preserve. It is pre« 
enmed Umv died from suffocation, since the Tolcanic powder was so 
fine that the forms of their penons and apparel remained impresaed 
ea the indurated matter. Tbe moold of the bosom of one k j^ 
afeown ia the Mueeom of Naplea. Whetiier the first skeleton be mat 
ef Aarea with bia treaanre, and tbe key of bis iron box, and the 
klteiwmentioned semaim, those of l^ariamne^s gayl^-atUiad gaests 
who to<4t refuge in tbe cellar, we leave to tkt eonjecttuts ef ear 
if il i r t. 
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of AaroOy and contoiiseratioD for 4he Bufferen whom bo bad 
seen deploring the loss of relatifes or the destittttioa of pro- 
party, that h|8 own entered circunMlances did not ocear to 
bffii ttntil after his return to the farm. His houses were kid 
prostratOi his vineyards were covered with ashes, his whole 
estate was a mass at ruhbish, not worth an obolus. But he 
was too miK^ of a philosopher to grieve for the privation of 
Chat, the possession of which bad iSbrded him so little plea- 
flure ; and he had subsequent reason to congratulate himself 
tbatt if he had lost a fortune, he had at least found a wife. 
From thatmoment Mariamne became an altered and amended 
woman. A belief in the special judgments o( Heaven springs 
less perhaps from the piety than from the vanity of individ« 
ualsy who imagine themselves of sufficient importance in the 
eyes of the Deity to justify a deviation from the ordinary 
course of nature. From this weakness Mariamne was not 
free. She could not divest herself of the impression that the 
loss of her father, and the deprivation of the fortune she had 
abused, were intended as judicial punishments for lier pride, 
extravagance, and ostentation : an idea which, however it 
Blight be founded in error, was productive of the most salu- 
tary effects. Shaking off the intpxieatioa produced by her 
sudden accession to wealth, she became once more what she 
bad been at the hermitage in Judiea, meek, lowly, nmple* 
minded, devoted to her childreti, to her household duties, 
but, above all, anxious, by her submissive and affectionate 
demeanour to her husband, to make some atonement for that 
temporary interruption to their conjugal attachment and hap- 
piness of which she had been the cause ; a happiness, how- 
ever, which flowed over the remainder of their lives widi the 
greater fulness from the momentary stoppage of its current. 
Nor did this change of circumstances prove less beneficial to 
Lucius than to his wife. Annoyed by the uncongenial 
aplendour and gayety of his villa, disgusted with the sordid 
flatteries of his wife's '^ flies and shadows," for so he termed 
her sycophants and parasites, his misanthropical humour had 
been rapidly recovenng its ascendency over his mind ; while 
in the retirement of his present life, in the occupations of 
his little farm, in his studies, in the education of his children^ 
in the society and auction of the reformed Mariamne, he 
regained that equanimity which had blessed the latter years 
of his abode at the hermitage ; and though he would still 
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occsMonally indolge in cynical reoMrka upon b» fellow-crea- 
tarcBy there was nothing acrinaonious in lua heart, nething 
uncharitable in his actionsw ** We should both have been 
ultimately spoiled/' wouM he often say to his wife, <' had we 
retained our estate. Twice has its deprivation restored me 
to happiness. Thank Heaven! it is now gone for ever! Our 
example, as well as our precepts, dearest Matiamne, wHl 
inculcate upon our children this most use(hl and most true 
of all lessons, — that prosperity misused is generally our 
heaviest curse ! while adverrity improved not less frequentiy 
becomes our greatest blesaog." 



W -iJ*-^ 



•K ♦: 



THEODORE AND TILPHOSA ; 

OB, 

THE OLYMPIC GAMm 

A TAL£ OF THE S£OOI«P CENTURY. 



CHAPTEK^I. 

RsABEB ! do you perceive yonder small and somewhat 
nidely-constructed temple, exiubiting. a modern appearance 
when compared with the venerable and dark-browed wood 
whioh* rising gradually behind, seenus to look down upoa it 
with a Arown, as if offended that the silent uid umbrageous 
sditudes of nature should be invaded by the presence and 
the abodes of man ? In front of the building you behold an 
altar, behind which is a bearded figure of marble, seated upoa 
a thrcme, holding in his right hand a rod entwined with two 
serpents, while his left rests upon theliead of a cock, repre- 
sented as in the act of crowing, and his foot is supported by 
a crouching dog* Against the walls of the temple are votive 
tablets, wi£ paintings and inscriptions, descrilnng various 
cures ejQTected by the agency of the divinity, and recording 
the grateful offerings of those who had been restored to 
health. You are gazing upon the statue and thei temple of 
Esculapius, the god of medicine. Yonder craggy height, 
where '< jocund day stands tiptoe,'' sendmg up flushes of 
rose-colour into the clear greenish sky, and, even as I speak, 
darting the first ray of morning through the cool glassy air, 
is Mount Erymantbus, so famoHs for the exploits of Hercules* 
See ! how a single beam has floc^d the plain beneath with 
a soft transparent twilight, bright eoouffh to reveal every 
object, but not yet so glaring a».to offend our ^yes* This is 
the very moment when we may contemplate the beauties of 
nature with the most'exqiusite jdettfave* The watoftlltba^ 
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you see gusbing from a crag into a stone Vaain, thadod bj 
«Dorinou8 plane-treesy is the fountain Aijssus, the wares o( 
which are said to have the power of curing madness. Yon* 
der gleaming river, fringed with the wild parsley, whence it 
takes Its name, is the Selinus ; and the town through which 
it passes, in the midst of the plain, is Cynselha, which, in the 
second century formed the north-western extremity of Area* 
dia. How still and calm it is ! its inhabitants are not yet 
stirring ; no peasants are in the fields ; the cattle are either 
4sleeping, or still preserve their recumbent postures in the tall 
•flowery grass ; the vejy wind seems to have fallen asleep at 
the foot of the doaing trees ; the birds are silent, save one 
or two that tivitter in their dreams ; not an object moves ex- 
cept the sun, the upper circle of whose disk is now visible, 
and yonder eagle, that soars in solitary grandeur above the 
crags of Mount Lampea to the west, like a sprit hovering 
•ver the sleeping world. 

Hark ! what noise is that ? Ah ! it is the opening of the 
door oi the temple ; he whom you see fastening back the 
gates is JBsop the porter, so i^icknamed from his croolted 
figure ; and now I see peSisants and others of both sexes 
coming up to him, out of the wood from behind the temple. 
Hist! hark! they are talking. Let us listen to their 
discourse. 

^' Good morrowy iEsop ; health and fair fortune to your 
master, Alexander, tlie learned augtir. Will he be stirring 
soon ? I would see him early, for I must return quickly to 
my farm, and I would first consult the oracle touchii^ a sheep 
that was stolen from me Icffit night." 

^^ And I dreamed," said a second peasant, ** that I found 
a treasure under a dead apple-tree, and I would fain know 
from the oracle where I must dig» for all my trees are living 
and healthy." 

^^ And I would learn how to be revenged upon a neigh- 
bour whom I suspect to have maimed my cow," cried a 
middle-aged female ; ** and would know, moreov^^ why I 
have lost my colour of late, and am beginning to get wrin- 
'kled» which must surely be owing to some evil magic." 

** And I would inquire of the oracle," said a comely damsel^ 
(blushing as she spoke, <* whether young Lymax, y^ho is in 
the fourth legion with the army ofihe East, is safe, and will 
enrer retora to Arcadia as he promised.** 



' ^^ AM 1 tium^hA teM^'^mottakMa gray4MtdedaiiciaEit, 
f^ when oU Cfatcmoii, my aaater« will ^e^ for I am to bw^ 
my freedom St his deatli* Methinks pec^le live for ever 
now-a-days, and yet in Nestor's time it was rteKmied a won* 
4sdm\ (king tobe ninety*^ 

^^iEsop! iBsop! iEsopT' cried the porter snappishly. 
Sot thus Ihey all address^ him ; my name is Balho, as I have 
laid ye all a hundred' times before, and I know not why ye 
should call me iEsop, unless it be for my wit and talent. I 
have heard say that, the Bceotians were, the stupidest people 
of all Greece ; hut, by Jupiter ! tbe CynsBtfaeans are still 
IpreaCer . boors, and clowns, and clodhoppers.-^iBlsopf 
indeed!" 

^^What insolence T' ejaculated one of the rustics. ^* Fd- 
low ! you forget that you are a barbarian and a slave, and 
ilhat I am Greek bom. and the son of a freedman." 

*^Ay, and my father's father was a^freedmaui" dried 
another. . 

<* And my father's grandfather was a freedman," shouted 
a third, drawing himself proudly up in the consciousness of 
being one degree still farther removed from a servile origin. 

<' And what are you all, you Greeks, whether servile or 
free,*' asked JQsop, *^ but slaves to the Romans, and the 
Romans are slaves to an emperor, and the emperor has 
often a worse master still, for he is generaUy a slave to his 
own folly and madness ?" * 

To this inquiry no answer was returned, some of the peas- 
ants being too much faumitiated, and others too indignant to 
reply, for though they were provincials and boors, they felt 
that they were Greeks, remembered the glories of their fa* 
^bers, and were proportionably galled by the Roman yoke* 
**' So long as we were a separate department," said one;^ 
^* and had our own governor, Greece at least preserved her 
name ; but to be made subservient to Illyria is to bumble us 
indeed." 

^* Said I not sooth then, ray friends," resumed the porter, 
** that we are all slaves together ; but sinco an individual 
slave, aujch as myself for instance, if he have more brains 
Aan his owner, becomes his roaster's master, so may Greece 
be said by her superiority in arts, literature, and genius to 
iwve conquered her conqueroie, and to have put a bridle into 
the mouthy and a saddle vfoa the |>ack of tho Roman asses." 
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^Trai! Inf T* ihnrltil IhwvmAm. hmMmr tni aj^nimr 
jtbtir kaadfy *^ wba are tkaf it for, tbmm kmwf hmiwi 
Bomant ? Muqf ef tbem oaanol apMk OrMk; Uhj om 
4p Botbuig m the world but fight" 

** Which, however, is every thing i» the worid wig«|'' ol^ 
perved the porter. 

^ Aod mi7 of their brevo rt icddKenare Ghreeks, peitJeih 
krlj in the fourth Iegion»" ofaterred the daaeely who wm 
thiakiog of her absent lover. 

** I see not," resumed Balbo^ ** why Mereue Aurelini^ 
our i»esent Cesar, Whom Eseidapius long pr eserve ! shoidd 
bave soldiem at all, finr we have had many yearn of peaosb 
and he seems determined not to go to war* Wherefore ytm 
and I, old Oaffer Graybeard," he addressed himstf to the 
ancient peasant, ^* ehoold do daily homage to his statue, and 
feel our own increased irapicfftance, seeing that as prisoners 
of war are no longer brought in by tens of thousands, to be 
sold for four drachme apiece, as they were in the' camp of 
Lueollus, we, who wear the badge of servitude, become 
valuable commodities, and should be treated aceordini^y. 
Slaves are slaves now*a*days*" 

*^ Ah t the morels the pity ; I wish they wete not," said 
the old peasant, with some nmveU. 

<^ But look you, friend," continued Balbo, ^ 1 spoke of 
slaves with talent ; fellows who had quick wits, knew the 
difierence between Alpha and Omega, and could play upon 
the pipes, nng a hymn or a song to Mercury, orspout you a 
passage out of Homer, alt which, as I take it, if you ever 
learn them at all, roust form the studies of your second child- 
hood. But be not cast down, goodman dunderhead. There 
ere many men worse than yourself. You are nmther so ah* 
jeet, nor ignorant, nor so contemptible as an Epicurean phi- 
losopher or a Christian." 

By this time a good many other auditors had cdleeled 
around Balbo, mostly artisans and tradespeople, labouring 
nnder sickness or disease, who came to consult Alexander, 
the high-priest of the god of health, and choise diis early 
hour that their attendance might not interfere with their 

evocations* 

*^ A Christian !" ejaculated the whole ass«»blage with 
Vttious marks of rtge and horror. ** Pan defend us! Jupiter 
save end protect us ! We have no more Christians^ serely 



Urn OfMBliMtfa^ mutB w Amr Hm lul Ami te 
top of Moiwt G»ryaca 1 Olilbeeumihabi Obteiofitekl 
Ob the atiiMili ! What ii to b«eoia» of tlio eoipM, aiioiild 
thateaaorifiMniof UviiigeinldfeD,tkeso*mMini«iof monnd 
fo^ ew OitftUkh thehr iuit^t doctraw t"« 

M Afl to the empire^*' cfied ooe of the p«rtj» '^thel it not 
our eOBOMPn ; hcrt whtt is to beeome of «t/ We shall aB 
tlar?e« These miscreaots would destroy all the statueei 
and I anit as you well know, my friends^ enpioyed and sap* 
ported by Hypsos, the sculptor, who makes half the dettiee 
of Cyoaetha." 

** And^ at the tempte of Pan, I have the side of the saeri* 
fees, whieh these wretches forbid any of their biothohood 
to pmehase or to eat.'* 

** Aod I make coloured garments, of which die Busca^anti 
ibrbid^the use." 

*'^ Aod I am a barber, and the flHhy Mows will neither 
wear laBtlse hair, nor suffer their beards to be cut." . 

** And I am a manufacturer of musical instruments, and 
perfumes, and white bread, and a yonder of foreign wines, 
and a keeper of baths, and a teacher of gladiators, and a 
dancer, and a servant of a theatre," cried numerous othor 
voices in succession-—^' all of which are prohibited, and we 
shall all be ruined together if these odious infidels and inno* 
vators be not exterminated. The misanthropes will neither 
share our business nor our pleasure ; they keep aloof, and 
turn from us wi^ disgust, as if we were infected with the 
leprosy ; they refuse to act as soldiers or magistrates tii any 
sort ; they will not jom us in our temples, our theatres^ our 
festivals, nor even in our private psfties. They would deprive 
us of our shows,'of our games, of every joy of life. Down 
with them ! to the gibbet with the whole crew of atheists !" 

^* Ay, and not only atheists, but fools," added Balbo ; ^*fbr 
none others would refuse offices, and appointments, and 
dignities, and emoluments. Look ye, my friends, a wise man 
would accept all these; and if he thought that by being a 
Christian he could the better £nd his way to heaven, he 
would keep his secret snug, say nothing about it, take wha& 

•All tbees ridioalovs in^utatioos, whioh were. current agunet the 
Chjciitians, will remind the reader of the similar charges which at 
different periods have been circalated by the Christians againtt ths 
Jews, with eqtial malignity and ftlsehoed. 
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0f8r honoiin were ofiwed to luiD, aad tinisiMC^ 
aH tira good things botb in tlys waM mod tbe next.*' 

*^ To be sure he would," ehouted the afeemUage. <^ The 
Chrietiene ere fode, aeeea, BoBotians. Down with theiii,t^^ 

Balbo, who was a.^He«d knave, and knew that bf merely 
mentioning the name of a Christian, which was lieU in .what 
they concetved to be a pious abhorrence by these ignorent 
provincials, he should jrouse their fierce passions, now pro- 
ceeded to mould their excited anger to the purpose he had 
ia view, by impressing upon them that an Epicurean pteloeo' 
pher, who denied the divinity of the Arcadian deities Pan 
and Esculapins, and indeed lidicided all the gods without 
exception, must be as detestable in a r^igious point of view 
as a Christian, although he might not share their misanthro^ 
pieal habits and opinions. To this pontion the Cyno^theans 
could not implicitly submit. An Epicurean might reject their 
gods, but he had no other to substitute ; he did not denounce 
tiieir temples, statues, festivals, and pursuts ; he did not in* 
terfere with the trades and avocations by which they got their 
bread ; and their fanaticism not being stimidated byoselfish^ 
ness, was much less rancorous than when it was directed 
against a Christian. But as their pride was equal to their 
ignorance, and it is impossible to place it in a more exalted 
point of view, Balbo found little difficulty in persuading them 
that the Elpicurean who deoidd the divinity of Esculapius, 
and flouted the oracle of his i»ophet, the learned Alexander, 
offered an insult to the understanding of every Cynssthean, 
and deserved, therefore, to be sacri&ed, not only as a per- 
sonal enemy, but as a blasphemer of their patron deity, whose 
temple they had so recently erected at Iheir own expense. 
To deny the God of the Serpent was bad enough, but to 
arraign the wisdom of his worshippers was intoleraUe ; and 
the devout Cynsetheans swore that if they caught such a 
malefactor within the precmcts of the holy building, they 
w^old effectually cure him of his audacious skepticism. 

This being all that Balbo required, he desired them to keep 
together, not to leave the temfde till after the chanting of 
the morning choir, to make good use of their sticks and 
staves in case an Epicurean, their common enemy, should be 
discovered in the congregation ; and then nanging the sick, 
who only came for medical advice, on one side the doorway, 
smd those who wished to consult the oracle on the other, he 
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iosliiieted tke latter to folfew Biro, one «t a tin«» inloftUtdif 
closet opoDiDi^oiit of the veetibule. Hero il was his boaioesa 
not only to recwve the pFcdiminary fee, which went into hia 
own pocket, but to perfomi for the wizard who eiBplo]red 
Udi the same indiiBpensable'officea that Sergeant Kite, under 
nearly similar circumstances, enacted for Captain Plume. 
Under pretext of registering the case and the questions of 
each applicant, he pumped out of them their whole story^ 
which, without quitting his seat, he could, communicate 
through a secret tube to his master, or to the officer upcm 
duty, thus easily enabling the latter to persuade his besotted 
applicants that he was endued with prescience and a super- 
aatural intuition. Where any difficulty presented itself, the 
parties were desired to return on another day, such inquiries 
being made in the mean time by some of Alexander's nu« 
Bseroos agents as might empower him to give a plausible 
guess at the future, and at all events to display some unex* 
pected acquaintance with the past. None but those who 
Gould affiird to pay handsomely for such a privilege were 
allowed to see the master arch-image and the divine snake 
Ikee to face ; others were to consult the god by means of a 
billet, well sealed up, which being given to the soothsayer, 
was carried mto the sanctuary to be submitted to Esculapius, 
who had assumed die form of a living serpent. After these 
billets had been opened, the wax, by Tarious contrivances, 
was made to resume its pristine unbroken appearance ; and 
the credulous consulters, surprised to find an answer suited 
to their requests, ascribed to divine illumination what was 
the effect of an easy artifice. It is needless to add that the 
solutions, accordmg to the discreet practice of all oracles, 
were eifhef i»yslical and incomprehensible, or such ambigu-' 
ous, Janus-'^ed equivocations, as by looking two ways at 
once were sure to meet their own accomplishment, whii^« 
ever road the event might take. 

With the peasants and such of the lower classes as came 
at an early hour of the mormng, Balbo, assisted by some of 
the officials of the temple, was deemed quite competent to 
cope. He juggled them and took their money, which wae 
all that the principal himself could do. Alexander, indeedf 
now that the fame of his oracle was established, and that 
ricbesandoffiirings flowed upon him,4iot only from Qreeee, 
but even firora K«ne itsejf, had become lazy and l«zarious» 
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wktim hwa ^ the aoniUig b* Mdd not loe tlMMck, tte 
mdj partiM wbooi he wta hMj lo benefit, fov he poaeieei 
Wfoeetionable duM as a phjraieian, havioir been uutraoted 
hf a disciple of the ftaoos ApoUonins TjFaamiS) the Pj- 
teforean philoflophefy and a reputed magieian ; and even 
in the or aooiar departeent, be often dietated lus answeni 
while lying in bed. 

Baibo lud already registered and proeured responses for 
eeferal ai^licants, cautioning them all to wait and join ia 
ibt first service of the Temple, when to bis no small surprise 
a young veiled iemale* whose drssB, appearance^ and de- 
meanour instantly procliimed her to be of the upper classes 
of society, walked into hb closet. Her sleeved tunic, of 
the finest white linen, covered with richlj-coloured sprigs, 
sfter being gathesed loosely round the waist by means of a 
nsjrrow embroidered girdle, fell in regular straight folds to her 
sbmH, Uue-veined feet, where it terminated inone of those 
mtquisilely tasteful borders which our fashionista have since 
been content to admire and imitate, without hoping to surpass* 
Over this was thrown the shawl, which, being clasped at the 
shoulders, hung an inch or two short of the girdle, discloii- 
ing a. narrower but equally beautiful border, and kept in its 
place by little golden vases loaded with lead, appended to 
each corner. Her face could not be seen, as she wore a 
veil ; but, as it scarcely descended beneath her chin, it did 
not conceal that long, swan-like throat and graceful carriage 
of the head, for which the Grecian females are still so re- 
markable. 

With a deferential air, very diffident from that which he 
assumed with the common appiicanteu Balbo requested her 
lo raise her vdl, and to state her nail^, as well' as the pur- 
pose of her visit ; but the fair stranger courteously declined 
compliance, stating that she had Imt a single question to 
submit to the oracle, which she wished to propose to the 
god himself, inquiring at the same time what offerings it was 
customary to make for such a privilege. Balbo took care 
to mention the highest amount usually exacted, which being 
instantljr placed in his hands, he entreated the stranger to 
wait for a few nunotes,jand hurried off to inform Alexander 
that a young, rich, and beautiful ftmale was vraiting to cob« 
anil^biheradhh 
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^ You toy mi that «ke worn m i«D/' fiid tbMoadMft;^^ 
wIm) wm bythii time netrly ttrMied. ^'Hmt lumr ]r<Mii 
tlMo^ihat fllM k betntiM t I daitrott Hme taritdiBDg^iPMls t 
handsome women seldom wear them, plain onei are nttely 
iritiMat them/' 

^ ^ What, maeter ! think you thai I ecnMt ^Kaeover a %ea«^ 
tibl woman witihont aeeiftg her &ee i I tell you, that thei« 
ia eueh a^ harmony of beauty, especially in these Oreeiafl 
femides, that it is as manifest in the outKne of erery limb, 
mad ia the fraeeful carriage, as it is in the face; Methinks 
beauty is a sort eC god, and carries a halo round about it^ 
wfaereby you may biow it, even when you cannot recognise 
its liMtures. And besides, master mine, I repeat, t&t a 
maiden of this sort, be she as modest as she will, always 
betrays a certain cmisoiousaess of her channs in h«r com* 
placent gestures and demeanour, as well as in the careful 
and becoming arrangement of her attire ; while (he plainer 
damsel may be known with equal certainty by the careless 
airangemrat of her garments, and by her personal air of 
ht^kssness and indifference. Would to Jupiter that 1 
Wire as sure of my freedom to*morrow, as you are of sewg 
a lovely maiden this nomiog 1'' 

^* You are a shrewd observer^ Balbo, and I hope year 
prophecy wiH prove a true one, wbatev^ mi^ be the fate of 
mine. Let every thing be get ready ; I wiH array mys^ 
and receive her in ^ sanctuary. Away !" 

Although the fair stranger bad been habituated to the 
service of pagan temples^ she never befbre entered that of 
fiseulapios, &e novelty and sotemnitf of whvrii impressed 
ber wkh a reversntidl awe. The dim light imparted a sCitt 
more ghastly character to the votive piaintinga ^at covesed 
tto watts, representing human bekigs 'i^Sicted with every 
aBsMat and calamity that flesh is heir to. ifideous wounds 
that seemed to spout *out Mood ; revolting seres, wasted 
ua A KVcr ons^ 'Ibfaas, stamped with the apparent impress ef 
deaths twit WritMng with the sufferings of lift, glared upoot 
her ia every dtteetioa, the pieusaftists having aggravated 
to the utmost iA» maladies of the respective patients, itt 
etderto eohanoe th«i miraooloas merits of tiie dirinity whOf 
ha* heated diem. As tho p resent votaries advanced, sfraagw 
mfsliriotts music, as of iBoliiv harps, siglnng aieng tho 
iuM^ died tway stf aaeluaehcdy oadioees, wit3 dhereaahMI 



Ae lMft«iltiog figure of the ged 1A the nppNtt end of the 
endoiofe, whee onfleeo choristen chanted the life and actioiia 
of Efculapiuiy alteroatiog with other voicei that aoiinded 
lirom a dkrtance. . 

Paaanng the itatue» she was now conducted to a receaf* 
at the extremity of which a door was opened ; the pneat 
who had hitherto escorted her shut it behind her* and she 
found hen»lf in the sanctuary, the startling aspect t>f which 
was calculated to awaken a throb of apprehension in the 
stoutest hieart Ijaige Iamps» supported by twisted serpents 
of brass, threw a strong light upon Alexuider, a man of a 
commanding stataroy with eyes of fire* handsome though 
fieice-lookiiig features, and a singularly mdijestic jnesence. 
He stood within a sort of niche, attired in a rich dress of 
white and purple, with a drawn oimiter in his hand» his long 
hair flowing down pnrfus^ oyer his shoulders. But the 
terrific and awful part of the exhibition was the spectacle of 
the god Esoulapius himself, in the form of an enormous 
nerpent with a human head, twisting itself round the body 
and the neck of Alexander, darting out its forked tongiie» 
and fixfaig its flaming orbs, with an apparently menacing 
aspect, upon the visitant ; who recoUed from the bridling 
monster in evident alarm. 

** Dismiss your fears, damseU" said Alexander, in esono* 
cous voice, ^< the ^od is ofiendied that you should presume 
to wear your veil m his divine presence. Raise it* and he 
irill be pacified." 

She <fid as she was bidden, and the snake deity inclined his 
Imad, and i:ested it upon the shoiidder of his priest^ as if in 
approbation of her, obedi^iee. What the divine repUle 
n^^ht feel upon the occasion we know not, but it was with 
mingled surprise and admiration that his priest devoured 
with his eyes the features of the pale, beautiful, earnestrlookr 
mg girl who had aunk upon her knees before him. Never 
bad even an Athenian artist chiseled a brow ao ddioalaHF 
defined without a touch of sharpnem; her well-opened 
Ibottghtful blue eye— iTor though there was reverence at bet 
heart, she looked up with all the ingenuous sdif-posseasios 
of purity and innocence— was fringed with long Uack laabee» 
that imparted to it the animation of a darker orb ; her nose 
was of the Grecian form ; her obio tamed slightly upwanis ; 
her nmith expressed a grave, steadAst sweetneas ; wbiia n 
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k^oaiiog ave, uotiootoredy howevi^r, with any tUag 
alifect fear, tended sUQ farther to elevate a couotenaiiee so 
emiuently etherealized by a pervadbg character of intellect 
and world^abatracted thought, that it seemed radier to t^per- 
tain to a spirit than to a human being. ^^How t Tilphoaa 
here !" exclaimed Al^ander. *' What benigoftot dei^ am 
I to thank for. Uus unexpected pleasure ?^' 

^* Your own. I come to consult ike god EsculapiuB," 
said Tilpbosa, acknowledging the courtly of Alexander 
with a distant inclination of her head. 

** Have you complied with the customary forma, made 
the proper ofierings, and repeated the invocation to Escula* 
pius?" 

*^ All this have I done, as the priests of the vestibule ea» 
witness.'* 

^* Then you may propound your question/' 

** I would know whether Theodore of Ot>ria will be vie* 
torious in the approaching Olympic Games." 

^'What! has Theodore of Coria the presumption to 
become a competitor for the olive orown ? He is not 
qualified ; he has not undergone hia probation.'* 

^^His probation has been duly pcirformed, and he ia 
therefore not guilty of presumption in offering hiinself,'' 
said Tilphosa, firmly but respectfully. 

** Then will I implore the divine , snake, who knows, 
every thing,- and whose inspiration I aheady feel working 
within me, U> vouchsafe an answer." 

Thus saying, he began, with great vehemence of gesti- 
culation, to pour forth an unintelligible rhapsody, in whidi 
nothing could be distinguished but the difi*erent names and 
attributes of Esculapius, gradually working himself up into 
mn apparent convulsion, until his features became inflamedt 
bis pendant locks shook like the horrid tresses of Medusa, 
he foamed at the moujth, and stamped on the floor^ when he 
suddenly became silent and composed, only pointing with 
great earnestness to the snake, which at this juncture 
writhed its sleek folds, advanced its human- featuiisd hea4 
towards Tilphosa, opened, its mouth, and in a 8k»w, cleart 
audible voice, pronotmced the worde-^^ Theodore abaU 
conquer!" 

Afier the first startling effect had subsided, Tilfriiosa fek 
little of the astonishment, and stiU less of tbe terror with 
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nWck Mteh A eompBeation dt prodigie» wooM <yrenrbeU9tt 
^ri t>f the preBenl age. Siie lired tt a pmod wtiaiiiafta- 
eles irere io oomtium, aeooriiQg to the ptfan mjUktA^gj^ la 
whidiafae was a stanch beliAfer, at to be almost mAeMrmg 
of die name ; every iadifidaal^ oF ttte many thouaand deities 
worshipped irf the Pc^ytheists, faavttif some raarvelloos siip«r* 
nataral history attached to it. Ovi& Metamorphoses might 
be perused by the philosophers and skeptics as a string of 
ftbles and allegories ; by a great portioR of the people 
they were received literally, and implicitly credited as 
sacred trate, which their ancestors had reverenced and 
trusted from the beginning of all time, and which it was 
therefore impious in themselves to doubt. Females of all 
ranks clung to these nUarvels with much greater tenacity 
than the other sex ; women being constitutionally titnidy 
confiding, and ptoos, wbatev^ may be the nature of their 
rdigion, while the bolder genius of men often prompts them 
to challenge a prescribed belief, rather than yield aa unin- 
quiring assent. The former, content to follow whither they 
may be led, and satisfied with the support of their filings 
and impulses, go at once to the heart for their religion ; the 
piety of the latter requires the support of the reason and 
the judgment^ it must sprmg from the head. How any 
rational man, upon this basis, oould be a believing pagaot 
it might putzll» us to comprehend, m^ess he might imagine 
dnrt his faith was meritoriofw in proportion to the absu^ity 
and incredibility of the lhiii|r to be believed ; a clew which 
may at once explain the monstrous fictions of the mytholo- 
gists, and the blind credulity of their followers. 

It was rather, therefore, with a reverent and gratifyiof 
inqHression of the honour conferred ufKHi her, than witi 
any soisatioii of timidity, that Tilphosa, atthe itivitatioii of 
Alexander, laid ber hand upon the body ef the saakOy 
tfiriiling as she felt the vital warmth and muscular move- 
ments of what she firmly believed to be a divinity. Elated 
by tUs unusual privilege, not less than by the favourable 
answer of the oradei die made the act of homage to the 
odestial serpent, bowed to his higb-priest, quitled the sane* 
taary, and retemed into &e body of tiie temi^. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Thjs sacred edi6ce being now neacly filled with worship 
pers^ curiosity induced Tilphosa, after having rejoined the 
feoiale slave who bad accompanied her, to wait a littte 
longer, in order to witness the commencement of the aer- 
▼ic&L It was not long delayed. The interior doors being 
thrown open, Alexander, having IsA the Esculapian serpent 
in the sanctuary, came forth, in a splendid habit, followed 
by such a retinue of officers, ministrants^ and. subordinates, 
all richly attired, as imparted to the assemblage the appear- 
ance of a gorgeous court, of which himself was the sove- 
reign. As they emerged into the nave, loud music struck 
up, which ceased upon their reaching the altar, when one 
division of their choir chanted aloud, ^* f^picureajis, hence 1 
ye faithless crew !" to which the other responded, ^< Chris- 
tians, avaunt ! ye imsanthropic band !" and the preliminary 
ceremonies began. These being concluded, Tilphosa, who 
had no wish to stay during the sacrifices and ofierings^ was 
making her way towards the vestibule, when. her progress 
was airested by a press of people following a stranger and 
two soldi^ers, whom iEsop was ushering forward, £at the 
former might be presented to Alexander. 

This visitant was no other than Lucian the philosopher, 
one of the bitterest and most persevering enemies of the 
soothsayer, whom he had repeatedly decoyed into blunders, 
exposing his frauds and impostures, and endeavouring to 
undeceive his deluded followers. Alexander, understanding 
that he was passing through Cynsetha, had sent him presents, 
and proposed an interview of reconciliation, meaning, if he 
could, to bribe him out of his hostility. This, however, was 
not the intention of iEsop the porter, who had no sooner 
learned that his master's arch-enemy, and consequently hia 
QWOf had been invited to the temple, than he meditated 
such a revenge as migh^ keep the dangerous infidel at a 
gliod distance (or the future, evea if it should, not silence 
bim for efvec. This was^thereatpiLw)^ ha had schooled the 



peutntf in the manner we have^deaeribed, and inflamed 
their animositj against the Epicureana. 

Lncian, a professed satirist and wag, so far from Tisiting 
Alexander in any spirit of amity, came expressly to ridicule 
and unmask him before bis disciples, using the precaution, 
in this hazardous experiment, of bringing with him two 
soldiers, whom he had hired as a guard in his travels through 
Arcadia. The soothsayer, willing to impress him with a 
notion of his state and power, receired him in all pomp, 
sitting upon a species of throne, surrounded with his 
glittering myrmidons, and haughtily held out his hand that he 
might kiss it ; when Lucian, with a mistimed boyish wag- 
gery, characteristic of the man, caught hold of his finger, 
and bit it so severely that the soothsayer roared out with the 
pain. *' Hah !" cried the Epicurean, laughing heartily, 
«< are you a demigod, and feel like a man ? Are you a 
wizard and a seer, and yet not oracular enough to foresee 
that I was about to bit? your divine finger!'* 

This most perilous joke he was about to follow up by an 
appeal to the congregation, when iEsop, delighted at find- 
ing so favourable an opportunity for his purpose, shouted 
out, "It is Lucian the J^picurean, Lucian the infidelf 
Down with him ! Death to the profane wretch !" Already 
irritated against the unfortunate wag, and inflamed with 
double fury at this audacious outrage upon their pontifll^ 
the Esculapians fell upon the soldiers, whom they presently 
disarmed and overpowered, and then assaulted Lucian with 
their staflTs, furiously crying out, ^* To the gibbet — ^to the 
gibbet !" but apparently resolved to anticipate any regular 
execution by sacrificing him upon the spot. 

And, sooth to say, the jibes and drolleries of the satirist 
might have been hushed for ever, and himself instantly 
qualified to figure in the *^ Dialogues of the Dead," but for 
the critical interference of Alexander, who, wishing to 
avoid the scandal and the desecration of his temple, which 
such a tragical occurrence would entail, rescued him before 
any of his bones were broken, and hurrying him into a 
passage that opened upon the wood at the back of the 
temple, bade him fly for his life, nor ever more presume to 
approach the sacred fane of Eseukpius. 

More alarmed at the outcries and the attack of the 
congregation than she bad been at the sight of the 



lrami»Jleaded serpent, Tllpbosai at ibe conmieiieemetit of 
the fray, seismg the arm ,of ber attendant, contrived to 
escape from liie bmlding, and made the best ef her way 
towards Ck>ria9 where she resided. Although agitated by 
the scene of which she had been the witness, espeoiaUy as 
she feared that the offender might stifl^r most severely for 
his audacity, her lieart gradoally recovered sufficient compo- 
sure to brood with complacency over the auspicious reply 
of \he oracle, and to anticipate the glory about to be 
achieved by Theodore. That she loved him the reader 
will doubtless have already discovered, for Alexander had 
done so by the very nature of her question ; and having 
views of his own upon Tilphosa, while he deemed it iropos-> 
sible that the unpractised Theodore should, triumph in the 
Olympic Games, he had insidiously predicted his success in 
order to lure him on to an attempt in which he made sure 
of his&Uure, calculating that his miscarriage would lower 
him in the estimation of his mistress, and trusting to gloss 
over the falsification of his own oracle by some of the 
quibbles and subterfuges in which long practice had made 
bim a proficient 

Too intent upon thoughts of Theodore and the olive 
crown to answer, or even to hear the occasional questions 
of her attendant^ Tilphosa pursued her way along the banke 
(tf the river, which Were shaded with groves,^ sloping from a 
gentle eminence down to the water^s edge, pierced here and 
there with grassy openings made for the conveyance of 
timber, or for the purpose of communication with the 
mountains that bordered the valley through which the river 
meandered. The reveries of the dreaming girl were dis* 
persed by her perceiving a man hurrying down one of these 
pusses with as much speed as his limping gait would permit ; 
and upon his coming nearer she discovered, to her no small 
flurprise, that it was the identical individual who bad been 
so fiercely beset in the temple, exhibiting upon his person 
evident marks of the maltreatment he had received. 

** Jupiter be your ^uide, ihir maiden« and be yourself 
mine, by telling me which is the nearest road to £Iis,*' said 
Lucian, who was too much bruised in body and mortified in 
spirit even to indulge in any oC bis customary jibes and 
jocularities. 



TOplwia Mifewot* bim liMil lie ohm* teks the putfi ito 
WW iMttelf pursuingt until h« caflM to (be bridg«» whea bs 
■MMl eron tbe river aad continue te tbe weet ; eKp rew i n g 
•i tbe same tiOMha bope fbal be bad not been earioariljrfaart 
bgr tbe attack made upon biai si tbe t«nple. 

^^ Wbati weee yoe a wttaeia of m^ miaady^tiice ?" 
adced lAieiao. '* Surely you are not a Cynastbean; tbe 
lily does not gvow amid tbe rocks. Confeuiid tbe kaaYes ! 
^ir stafis are ae bard as tbw own sculky and almost aa 
thick ; though mine must be of tolerable consistency to have 
withstood tli^r blows. I have a wound on tbsiknee which 
will make a Vulcan of me for a month to come, without my 
sharing Uie Uacksmith's consolation, that be got bis koie* 
Bess by being kicked out of heayen.'' 

'< Methougbt I saw the pious Alexander interfering to 
protect yeu« It is doubtless owing to him that you are not 
more seriously hurt." 

*'' And to whom is it owing that I am burtsomuch? Tbe 
knave invited me to his temple for the express pm^pose of 
tims wreaking his reyenge." 

'^ I cannot believe it He could not foresee that you 
would bite his finger." 

**> If the knave cannot foresee for himself, how should he 
be able to do it for others ? I am sorry that I feU into his 
trap, and, in this instancCv am willing to confess that the 
biter was bit SRs revenge is past, mine is to come. 
Though the rogue knows nothing of futurily, I am detm> 
mined that future ages shall know something of him ; and 
my writings may perbi^ succeed better tbsin ray tongue in 
unmasking him." 

**• You are an Epicurean, I believe, and a contemner of 
all oracles. Many of his predictions have come true." 

<| Which are trumpeted (o tbe four quarters of tlie world, 
while tbe false ones are denied or evaided. When Severi* 
anus, tbe Roman general, who had been promised victory 
by this new oracle, was defeated and slain hy'the Parthiansy 
did not the juggling soothsayer erase hb answer from the 
records 1 and when in tbe war with tbe Marcemaoni be 
ordered two fions to be thrown into the Danube as a pledge 
of triumphy^and tbe Romans, were shamefully diseomfiiri, 
did he not attempt to screen bimself by a pitiful §uiWiie ? 
He need not have condescended so fkt. Tbe Romans are 
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too fond of stiperjstttion and delusion to suffer themaeltes to 
be disabused, and so it seems are the men of Cynfletba. But 
you are not a Gynsethean." 

** You are mistaken — I was born at Ooria." 

*^ It is Nature who has made the mistake, not I. You are 
young, you are beautiful ; you are a votaress of Alexander ; 
you may become the object of his insidious arts ; and lest 
you should fall into the same snare by which Paulina was 
decoyed into the Temple of Isis^ and abused by Mundus,* 
I will tell you in a few words how Alexander first succeeded 
in establishing this sham oracle. At Pella, in Macedonia, 
he bought for a trifle one of the prodigious serpents found 
in that neighbourhood, which are perfectly harmless, and so 
docile as to be capable of a certain degree of tuition. In 
this form, as you well know, Esculapiu& is said to have 
occasionally visited the earth ; into the go<l of medicine, 
therefore, did Alexander determine to convert his beautiful 
snake, and to found an oracle with its assistance ; that being 
always a sure and abundant soin'Ge of profit, because its sup- 
plies are derived from numsculls and simpletons. In an 
ancient temple of Apc^Ia he secreted a tablet of brass, 
whereon was written that £sculapius,.with his father Aj^oUo, 
would shortly visit Arcadia, and take up their residence at 
CynsBtha ; which tablet being discovered by some of his 
accomplices, produced such a sensation, that the pious gulls 
of Cynsetha immediately began to build a temple for the 
expected deity." 

*' Some such i^le rumours have already reached me," 
said Tiiphosa, ^' but I gave little heed to them, believing 
them to be the inventions of evil men and slanderous 
tongues." 

*< Ah ! I begin to suspect that you are indeed ^ Cyn»- 
thean. You would believe, then, all sorts of prodigies and 
supernatural events, rather than so very probable an occur- 
rence as that an obscure upstart, like this Alexander, when 
strongly tempted by interested motives, i^uld become a 
knave and a liar ? Hear me out lit all events, and be warned, 

* ThiM strsoige uistanc« of credulity and corruption, which occa- 
sioned the priests of lais to be crucified, the temple to be demol- 
ished, and the statue of the goddess to be thrown into the Tiber, 
occurred in the first century, under Tiberius. It is related by tha 
Romea MstofUas, as well as by Josepbos ia bk Antiguitiai, zviii. 4. 
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evea if yoAnU not be oonTinced. — Alexander having entered 
CynsBtha with a pomp becoming his high dignity, and esdiib* 
ited himsdf in occasional fits of pretended inspiration* dur- 
ing which» by chewing soapwort, he occasioned himself to 
foam at the mouth* kept his serpent carefully concealed 
until he had fitted to it a resemblance of a human head made 
of painted linen, so ingeniously contrived that its tongue 
will dart out upon touching a horse-hair, while it can even 
be made to speak by means of a pipe communicating with 
a recess behind the sanctuary* where an accomplice is 
doubtless stationed to give the responses. Every thing 
bebg thus prepared, the impostor secretly deposited in the 
mud outside the temple a goose's eggf which he had 
emptied and put a young serpent within it ; on the day after 
which operation, having nothing but a scarf of gold about 
his loins, a cimiter in his hand, and , his long locks waving 
in the wind, our Esculapian runs to the market-place, jumps 
upon the altar, and haranguing the mob of guUs and blind 
buzzards in a rhapsodical speech, congratulates them that 
their town of Cynsstha is about to enjoy the happiness of 
receiving the god personally and vbibiy within their walls." 

^^ These are the malevolent perversions of skepticism* nor 
can I longer listen to such profane discourse," said Tiipbosa, 
who neither relished the tone of her companion's conversa- 
tion, nor wished to hear an oracle impugned from which she 
had just received so satisfactory an answer. 

^* I have but little more to add," resumed Luckn ; << and 
you must allow me to present to you the last scene of the 
pantomime. The simpletons of Cynaetha, men* women, and 
children, being all worked up to an ecstasy of devotion, ran 
with wild acclamations afler Alexander, who, rushing to the 
temple^ calls for a cup, dips it into the mud, draws up the 
eggy breaks it, and lo ! a young serpent is seen twisting 
about his fingers* which the soothsayer, still acting the enthu- 
siast, carries triumphantly to his own house. Some.days 
being sufiTered to elapse, in order that the fame of this pre- 
tended miracle might spread far and wide, great crowds of 
people, or rather fiocks of sheep in the shape of men — mere 
empty, brainless vizards* came pouring into Cynaetha, to 
which multitude Alexander exhibits himself lying upon a 
bed, in a room only partially lighted, attired like a minister 
of the gods ; the large Macedonian ^serpentt with its artificial 
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hilman head, fbnaiRg a collar aboul bis neekt and ezlendhig 
its tail to a distance. Such a complication of iroposaibiU- 
ties it was impossible not to believe ; the delusion became 
general ; images of the new god were dispersed over all the 
neighbouring nations ; the oracle became established» and 
such is the real history of Alexander^ the impostor of CynsBtha, 
of whom I once more caution you to beware."^ 

<< We have arrived at the bridge, and I must now bid you 
farewell," said Tilphosa, not at all sorry to be liberated from 
so irreverent a scoffer of the oracle of EscuUpius. Lucian 
thanked her for her company, repeated his warning for the 
third time, and crossed the river : which he had no sooner 
done than the slave, who liad been hitherto silent, exclaimed, 
** The profane wretch ! I am glad we are rid of him. But 
what can be expected from an Epicurean ?'* 

^^ That is the reason that I attempted not to refute his 
calumnies," said the mistress. ^< It is quite enough to know 
that he is an Epicurean." A term of reproach, or one that 
ia so considered, widiout reference to its meaning or appli- 
cability, has in all ages, and especially in religious difiei* 
ences, been considered an admirable substitute for argu- 
ment. Even to Tilphosa, generous and kindly as was her* 
nature, it appeared so conclusive, that she took little farther 
notice of the infidel philosopher during the remainder of ' 
ber walk, although it is not impossible that her silence pro- 
ceeded from the different direction of her thoughts, as she 
reverted to Theodore and the delightful hope of seeing him 
crowned with the olive garland. 

But methinks I hear the reader inquire, who is this credtK 
lous girl whom Lucian has so earnestly cautioned ? and 
who is Theodore ? The question is too pertinent and rea- 
sonable not to meet an inunediate answer. Tilphosa, — and 
never was a name better bestowed, for her figure was so 
sylph-like that you might almost expect to see the wings 
springing from her shoulders, — Tilphosa was the only 
daughter of Phoedrias, chief priest of a temple of Pan, 
situated in a wild and solitary, but most romantic glen, amid 
the rocky heights in tlie neighbourhood of Coria. Proud 

* Lucian'f own writings are responsible for every thing pat into 
his month by the antiior, who has only transferred the scene from 
FapMagonia to Arcadia. Tillemont notices that monuments of thia 
pagan credulity zeinain to the present day. 
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ot th^ir moantaiiious and scenic countiy, the Arcadians 
boasted Chat thej were tts original inhabitants, unmixed 
with other tribes, — the children of the soil. The latter 
assertion was in an especial manner applicable to Tilphosa ; 
she was truly a daughter of Arcadia in its pagan days. No 
later age, no other country could hare produced her. 
Raised above the provincea which surround it, Arcadia is 
full of deep and dark glens, craggy precipices, and mountains 
of a prodigious height, most of the latter being covered with 
forests stocked with deer and animals of chase. The inter- 
mediate plains, seldom of great extent, are furrowed by 
4orrents or rapid rivers, which in many places finding no 
outlet, suddenly precipitate themselves into profound gulfs 
and bhick abysses, force their way through subterranean 
caverns, and again burst forth to pursue their impetuous 
career above the earth. In comparison with some of the 
other districts of Greece, the climate is cold, stormy, and 
inclement ; but almost every variety of temperature may be 
found in th<e endless diversity of scenery that characterizes ^ 
country where sportive nature has delighted to mingle the 
grand, the terrible, the sublime, with the soft, the sylvan, 
and the picturesque. Enormous steri) rocks, whose h^ads 
are crowned with clouds, sit upon their' eternal bases like the 
frowning giants of a desert, wielding, as it were, the thunder 
and the lightning that play about their summits ; yet at their 
feet, or in the intervals between them, you find charming 
meadows, sly van dells, and green asylums, shaded with 
groves, where all is beauty, amenity, and repose. Often 
firom the summit of some of these lofty crags had Tilphosa 
seen the lightning flash beneath her feet ; often had she be- 
held the resplendence of day change to a dim light, as the 
descending clouds rolled turbidly around her, shutting out 
the heavens above and the world beneath, and leaving her to 
saturate her fervent soul with its own exalted phantasms, as 
she thus sat amid the magnificence and the terrors of nature, 
as if she were the only being of creation. There would she 
remain for hours, watching the nlasses of vapour whirled to 
and fro, now partially revealing other rocks that took fan- 
tastical or hideous shapes as they were obscurely seen 
through their black fluid veil, i^ow plunging down into tlie 
deep valleys below, and sufferiog a gleam of sunshine to 
flare upon the overhanging heights. 
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Such were the fa? ourite scenes of TUphosa'e lonely wui'^ 
derings» the wild precipitous haunts in which die found a 
never-ending delight, not so much for their grandeur and 
suhlimity as because her soul could there steep itself in the 
mystery with which they were invested. She was a creature 
of imagination ; the visible and the real would not satisfy^ 
her ; and upon the mountain-tops she could make even her 
senses minister to the cravings of her fancy. Lowlanders 
and the inhabitants of the pkin dream not of any commu* 
nication between heaven and earth, because it is a phenome* 
Bon which they never witness. To mountaineers it is of 
common occurrence : they are, moreover, almost daily ex- 
posed to the storm, the torrent, and the whirlwind ; and a 
sense of their constant dependence upon the dispensers of 
these elemental terrors, has in all ages made them naturally 
more religious than the dwellers on the peaceful plain, and 
more prone to believe in the marvellous and the mystic. 
How copiously such a tendency would develop itself in the 
pagan times, and in a fancy-fraught being like Tilphosa, it. 
is needless to indicate* To her irabodying eyes the vapoury 
masses, as they descended majestically into the valleys, and 
as she watched them with a rapt, dreamy, ecstatic counte- 
nance, became divinities alighting upon earth ; the melai^ 
choly cries of unseen birds or animals, the plaintive murmur 
of winds, the roar of storm-writhing forests, the rushing of 
cataracts as they plunged into the subterranean abyss, wer& 
all adapted by her fancy to some of the innumerable fables 
of the mythologists, and converted into living and intelligible 
voices, bringing before her mental vision the heaven or the 
hell of paganism. If she descended into the plains, she 
loved to place herself at tiie spot whevesome of the streams 
lost theinselves under ground, but more especially where 
the fear-fraught river Styx was swallowed up in a cavernous 
opening of the earth ; and as she suffered her imagination 
to float along the dark, submerged waters, s^e would dream 
away the day in conjuring up all sorts of apparitions and 
chimeras. 

If she wandered through the f<»ests and the groves, the 
bhekbird's whistle became the pipe of Pan ; the dimly-seen 
deer, amid the evening thickets, assumed the form of satyrs 
and sylvans ; a passing milkmaid was instantly converted hue 
a nymph $ and die tmaginative girl, posseiMd with these 
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fancies, had been more than once excited into that species of 
delusion and enthusiasm which the ancients designated by 
the name of Nympholepsy. To such a temperament as Til- 
phosa's, no counUy could offer more active stimulants than 
Arcadia, not only from the wild and romantic character of 
its scenery, but from the number of religious traditions and 
tales that made its whole surface a sort of mythological map. 
Rocks, rivers, mountain?, valleys, the woodland and the plain, 
all were identified with some tale of wonder, either histori- 
cal or sacred ; every oak had its dryad, and if there were a 
rare spot unspiritualized by such associations, it was at least 
hallowed and animated by its local genius. Habit, her re- 
ligious education, the seclusion in which she had lived, and 
above all, her own ardent mind, ever yearning after the vis- 
ionary and the supernatural, combined to make her an im- 
plicit believer in all these marvels ; while the pleasure she 
derived from giving herself up to the reveries they prompted, 
rendered her faith essentially necessary to her happiness, 
almost to her existence. 

Theodore was the son of a free-born Arcadian, who, dying 
in very necessitous circumstances, recommended him to the 
protection of Tilphosa's father, only requesting that he might 
not be employed in any occupation that should dishonour 
his free birth. A Grecian of ingenuouB origin, like a white 
man in our West India colonies, felt degraded if he dis- 
charged any function or office usually committed to slaves ; 
and, however urgent might be his need, would have held him- 
self insulted by the offer of many such appointments as are 
greedily coveted by a modern courtier. Phsedrias, not 
knowing how to dispose otherwise of his young charge, gave 
him a subordinate station in the temple, which, although it 
was of a very humble nature, was so far reputable that it 
could not have been filled by a slave, promising to advance 
him as he should be found qualified by his proficiency in my- 
tiiology, and such religious studies as were then required. A 
tall, thin, but not uncomely youth, Theodore's sharp eye and 
acute penetrative physiognomy, which, however, betrayed 
more of intellectual activity than of sensibility, showed that 
his progress would be rapid in whatever he sought to master. 
There was nothing to impede it, for he devoted btmBelf to 
learning with the appetite of a keen mind that relishes no 
odier food His thoughts, rarely disturbed by Us feelings, 



were clear and lucid, as those waters are the most transparent 
that pass over a bard impenetrable channel, from which they 
never deviate. Ambition, too, quickened his application, 
for he was somewhat indignant at the humble office assigned 
to him, and aspired to higher distinctions ; and thus stimU" 
lated, it may besupposed that his studies were never neglected* 

Still, however, his mind could not be so entirely absorbed, 
his head could not so efiectually deaden his heart as to render 
him insensible to the attractions of Tilphoea, sequestered as 
they both lived, and inevitably thrown into one another's 
society at the most susceptible period of life. Knowing him 
to be her superior in mythological lore, she often applied to 
him lor information, which he was generally enabled to fur* 
nish, for his memory was surprisingly retentive ; but upon 
eoch occasions he confined himself to the literal facts, to the 
collation of different authorities; to the dry busks, as it were, 
of literature ; while his auditress, adapting his learning to 
the fantastic fictions of the poets, or animating it with her 
own brilliant fancy, converted it into the beautiful and the 
imaginative. Sometimes they woutd ramble out together, 
when Theodore would delight to display his skill in running, 
for he had always been singularly swifl of foot ; at others, 
they would make excursions, generally accompanied by 
Phaedrias, to some remarkable spot in the neighbourhood, 
where had been transacted any of those mythological mar- 
vels with which Arcadia abounded* Strolling side by side 
through that romantic region in the morning, oAen reading 
out of the same book in the evening, both young, both se- 
cluded from other society, how could they do otherwise than 
mutually fall in love ? They had done so, and had fondly 
declared a reciprocal attachment, before either of them 
reflected that Phaedrias, considering the high office he held, 
was little likely to consent that his daughter should marry a 
friendless orphan, one of the ii^erior assistants of his own 
temple. 

Love, howevw, especially where it is asfflsted by the secret 
promptings of ambition, is fertile in expedients ; and it oc- 
curred to Theodore that, if he could gain a prize in the then 
approaching Olympic Games, a distinction which conferred 
celebrity, and even a certain degree of rank, he might, with 
less appearance of presumption, and better hopes of success, 
ai^ire to the hand of Tilphosa. Strenooosoess and perse- 
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trcnoee in wfaate?er he mdcrtook ware tbe ehiiiaeteriitice 
of his vigoroaf mind ; these weie noir inflftised by love wad 
ambidoa ; and it was with a ccMsmensorate ardooTi therefi»e» 
thai be set about qnalifyiog himself for the great uDdertakiog. 
Dissimilar and almost inconsistent as such a eonjunctios may 
soimd to modern ears, he determined to be a candidate for 
tbe prizes of nmning, and of sacred poetry. A spare and 
light, bat tall sinewy form, combined with constant practice, 
gate him reasonable hopes of success in the for met ; and 
as the latter required research and learoingvrather than po- 
etical genius, the subject proposed being a history of the 
worslnp of Pan, as originally derived from tbe Egyptian 
mythology, with an account of the variations introduced by 
the earlier Greeks and Romans, Theodore was not so iUr 
qualified to become a candidate as might at £r8t have been 
supposed. True, he was young, very young to be a poetical 
victor ; but nearly all his studies had been directed to the 
point upon which he was to compose, an advantage that more 
than counterbalanced bis inexperience ; and he reflected with 
satisfaction, that success in such a contest must be doubly 
gratifying to Phaedrias, his patron : first, as be was himself a 
priest of Pan, and secondly, as a portion of the fame acquired 
by a subordinate of tbe temple, would naturally be reflected 
upon its principal. It was in the moment of victory, should 
he achieve it, when the heart of Pbaedrias could not fail to 
be warmed towards him, that Theodore bad settled to dis- 
close his passion and solicit the hand of Tilphosa ; but for 
the present every thing was kept a profound secret between 
the lovers, nor had Tilphosa's father the least euspicion either 
of their attachment, or that Theodore meant to become a 
competitor in the games. 

The latter commenced his undertaking according to the 
established form, by making a sacrifice to Apollo, pouring 
out a libation to the Muses, and doing booiage to the laurel, 
and apostrophising all the waters of Helicon and Hippoorene. 
As he proceeded with his tssk, he read it to his mistress,— 
a fortunate precaution, to which be was uUi^natdy indebted 
for the olive erown. Proibuod^ erudite, masterly as was his 
poem, especially wheti the. age of the author was considered, 
it was dry, cold, and uneml^Uisbed ; there was abundanoe 
of learning, prodigious industry, but litUe genius* Tilphosn, 
moking the god of Love, ever e more sweet and ttust- 
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wcMrtfij iBtpimr Uuui Apdio, iiq>piM tU tbtt was waatifit t« 
perfect (b« porfiniBftiice, over which her •uggeadom threw 
the^lfimce, biBautf, imagtnationt and poetry, that eonstitatod 
the eleraeets of her own impaaaioiied mind. How iMijffatful 
this employment became to both partiee ; how xealoudy they 
prosecated it ; how their mutual attachment increased bj this 
intercommuiiioa of mind, it is unnecessary to state. Of 
Theodore's success in the race Ins mistress entertained the 
most sangaine hopes, for she had never seen him distanced ; 
but that he should win the prize of poetry she dare^ hardly 
anticipate, for she recollected that part of the composition 
was harly assignable to herself, and she was unaffectedly 
diffident of her own talents. True loyci moreovel^, is ever 
timid and misgrving,— feelings which had pronq»ted her to go 
to Cymetha, and consult the oracle of Esculapius, as recited 
in the last chapter. To estimate her delight and exnltation 
at the farourable response she had receiTed, we must recdi« 
leet that her ardent heart was in all the enthusiasm of its 
first-love, and that she felt the chances of her marriage, and 
MHksequently her whole happiness, ta be dependent on the 
success of her lover. 



CHAPTER m. 

Nbveb was there a more wild^looking and yet beautiful 
▼alley, or ratbef glen, than that before us. Though the 
rocks are so confusedly tumbled about in all directions, there 
is nothing savage or haggard in their appearance, every 
ledge and slope being covered with rich verdure, and several 
of the projecting crags festooned round with wild flowers till 
they resemble natural altars ; while the superb trees clustered 
together in little groves, or overhanging singly and fantastic 
cally, as <bey ding to the crevices <^ the crocks by theif 
roots, are usually mirrored in the little transparent lake at 
the bottom of the glen^ which is fed by the runnels and 
sSvery waterfaUs that gush from either nde. At preseatp 
however, you can scarcely see the reflection of the boeghs 
and crags in the dark*looking walMs^ for the noming ray 
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httf MdMrto lihimined only the pkm OBomameiited pedi- 
ment of yonder Doric temple, and the tops of tiie lofty 
pine-gi'ove behind it. The bttildrng^ constrncted in a style 
of seyere simplicity, is the Temple of Pan, of which Phe- 
driaS) the fiither of Tilphosa, is the flamen. Early as it is 
the serrice has begun. Shall we enter ? The porch, yoa 
eect is supported by missive hewn columns, a sure proof of 
the antiquity of the edifice ; and those within that sustain the 
roof, betray, by their rude sculpture, a remote age, and a 
primitive state of art. 

How cool the air strikes within this dim enclosure ! That 
grave-looking figure by the altar, attired in elb and amice, 
with the holy rod in his hand, and the sacred fillet round his 
head, is Phiedrias ; among the inferior ministrants behind lum 
you will distinguish Theodore, whose sharp, eager eye, even 
while it appears to be assiduously confined to the duties he 
has to perform, sometimes steals a covert glance at Til- 
phosa, as she stands apart beside a stone table to receive 
and register the ofiTerings ef the female peasants. Her 
generous father, who himself pays all the expenses of the 
temple and of the sacred festivals, has forbidden the vota- 
rists to bring any oblations of value, accepting such trifles 
as they tender, rather to gratify the pious feelings of the 
donors than to diminish the burthen he has voluntarily 
imposed upon himself. Where but in Arcadia could you 
see such a union of beauty and pastoral simplicity as some 
of those peasant girls exhibit ? Not even the homeliness of 
their garments can derogate from the symmetry of their 
forms ; while every movement, like the attitudes assumed 
by children, is full of grace, because it is careless and 
natural. She with the bowl of new milk is the black-eyed 
Alcippe ; the second with the vase of purified honey, is Theu- 
earila, a coquette, who has jilted many a young vine-pruner 
of Pieos ; — the third with the garland of pine leaves for the 
statue of the god, is Melpia, a rural songstress ; behind her 
is Philyra, the best dancer of her village, bearing a basket 
of flowers, all gathered in the dew betore sunrise, and 
destined to strew the sanctuary of the temple. Others, 
whose names we need not record, press forward with simi- 
lar tributes, for most of whom Tilphosa has a few words of 
kindness and recognition, and a benevc^nt smile for all. 
The i^erings are now deposited, Fhaedrias has pronouaeed 
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the euBtoaary pimytt and beoedioticm, and advances, ^1* 
lowed by Theodore, Tilpbofla> and other miniatraBts, to 
place the garUnd of pine, leavei on the statue of Uietr 
patron divinity. It is done. Harkl the choir strikes up, 
and the congregation all chant together the 

HYMN TO PAN. 

GkrytoPftnl Glory to Pan! 
Praise him with poeans each maiden and man, 
Our cattle he shields, our harvests he yields, 
Han to thee I hail to thee I god of the fields ! 

Thoa 'Who dost rain over valley andplain, 

O list to the prayer of the shepherd and swain ; 

Our dairies and farms deliver from harms, 

And shelter our folds when the night- wolf alarms. 

Chnde hack the yoking lan^ who have stray'd from their 

dams, 
And make them in shearing-time hardy as rams ; 
Our goats and our cows instruct where to browse. 
That their milk may be sweet and abound in each house. 

Pan ! Pan ! glmry to Pan ! &c. 

Truly, it is a rude and simple strain, befitting a pasto- 
ral people, who solicit from their presiding divinity such 
protection only as may benefit themselves and their cattle* 
their farms and homesteads. There are no sacrifices at 
ibis early hour — the morning service is over — Pbaedrias 
retires into the sanctuary, followed by his daughter and the 
priests; while the rustic votaries, collecting into little 
knpts^ converse together as they quit the sacred building, 
upon their household afiairs, the prospect of the shearing, 
and the prices of wool. They disperse over the glen, and 
are lost amid the rocks and trees as they betake them- 
selves to their respective homes : but we cannot quit the 
scene until we ascertain why yonder carriage is waiting at 
the door of the dwelling-house behind the temple. See, 
PbsBdrias comes forth attended by Tilphosa in a travelling 
dress ; as she casts a significant glance at Theodore, who is 
standing in the doorway, she blushes, and we now perceive 
that nothing but a little colour is wanting to complete her 
beauty. There is a conscious and confused look about her. 
Her bosom heaves ; she gazes up at the sky* and ejaculates 
a mental prayer ; nor does it require much penetration to 
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imoB UmI dM it pultiog wp a pdWos Id JNpibff Ibf Ite 
Mcoess of b«r k>fer. Thore ii no wich idf- btUay ki g 
agitation about Theodora ; wbatofor 'ko laay fed, ho em 
effectnaliy diagoise his onotioM; none vmsM ooojoeHuia 
that he was a loTor, stiH lees ^t he wu a eaodidale fot 
victory in the Olympic Gamei. He bows respectlUily to 
the departing travellers, and returns ioto the house with an 
air of perfect self-possession. 

The vehicle drives rapidly off in the direction of Elis> 
but as the travellers mean to stop for a night at Tritaeat we 
will anticipate their arrival at Olympia, whither they are 
ultimately destined, and convey the reader to the Mount of 
Saturn, which overlooking the town, commands the plain 
where the Olympic games are about to be celebrated, the 
whole course of the Alpheus, here a broad and navigable 
river, lined with trees and tests, and the distant deep 
blue waters of the Ionian Sea. Heavens ( what an ani- 
mated and bustling scene ! — what clouds of dust from every 
road, thronged as it is with vehicles, cattle, and pedestrians 
of all sorts and nations 1 what innumerable sails and 
boats cover the river, and gleam upon the remote waves 
of the ocean ! what multitudes of people, attired in a 
thousand different costumes, pour down the hills and 
inundate the plain, all converging to one central point, 
while every foot has an eager and a lightsome tread^ 
and every eye sparkles with anticipated pleasure. Is it not 
a joyous, magnificent, and glorious spectacle ? The regula- 
tion by which the women were formerly forbidden to be 
spectators of these games is now limited to the combats 
of the athletse, so that the most beautiful and illustrious 
females of Greece confer by their presence an additional 
charm upon the scene, and justify the passionate enthu- 
siasm with which the inhabitants of all Peloponnesus rush 
to this great national festival. 

Before we mingle with the crowd that presses round the 
Stadium, and other places appropriated to the games, let us 
pass through this cluster of tents into the Sacred Wood, 
which is surrounded with walls, enclosing numerous stately 
edifices, but more especially the Temple of Jupiter, for 
ever celebrated as containing the masterpiece of Phidias, the 
colossal statue of the god, formed of gold and ivory. 
There is such a throng round the doors that we cannot at 
present make our way into the fane, but we need not be at 
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a loWi titker ftt nmmmtmat or ing i nB g tion , while wander* 
iBf aiiad the plane and dive trees tittt ikade the aTenveaof 
the sacred preein^. See ! how the whole spaee is crowded 
vrith colomos, trophies, triompha] ears, and statoes in such 
ahnndanee that the dead, or nether those who have been 
thus rendered immortal (for each bears an inscription 
recording the name and exploits of the victor whom it 
represents), seem to oatmimber the fiviog multitude now 
gasdog upon Iheir ^gies. What a curious historical 
reeord do there various inscriptions present, recalling the 
succession of games which have been now celebrated 
upon this spot for more than a thousand years ! Of some 
the language has become nearly obsolete, many are partially 
illegible, and in not a few the letters are altogether oblite- 
rated, as in yonder rudely-fashioned statne, or rather block, 
the l<^s of which, fastened together at the ankles, while the 
arms are pinioned to the sides, carry us back to an early 
epoch, wheo the Grecian artists had not yet emancipated 
themselves from the Egyptian style. Behdd with what 
exultation the relatives or countrymen of some of the 
victors here sculptured, surround the statues, blazon the 
exploits of the deceased, and hold them up to the emulation 
of the living : a species of revival, which, occurring every 
four years in the presence of assembled Greece, must afford 
an incredible stimulus to the new candidates. 

You ask why these altars which we are now passing are 
adorned with festoons and garlands. Sacrifice was per- 
formed upon them last night by the light of the moon, to the 
sound of numerous instruments and choristers, and with a 
magnificence suited to the solemnity of the occasion ; imme- 
diately after which most of the spectators, instead of retiring 
to bed, hurried off to secure places in the Stadium, the better 
to enjoy the spectacle of the morning games. Thither also 
will we betake ourselves as fast as the thickeomg throng will 
permit us. How animated is this scene of miiversal eager- 
ness and joy ! Half-clad athletse are exercising themselves 
in preparatory skirmishes, surrounded by a crowd of specta- 
tors ; chariots are flying over the plain ; horses whose fiery 
eyes seem to anticipate victory, are disdainfully pawing the 
ground ; foot-racers and vaulters are proving the supplen^^ 
of their timbs ; the air rings with the braying of trumpeted 
the music of prooessions, the neighing of horses, the crieaof 
those who sell lists of the combatonts, the miogied shouts of 
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the Ttt bM traders denoroeelj reeenmMttdiiig Aeir weies, 
the people iathe Stadium, ami the multitude that^itiiriy 
Cttfers the amphitheatricai hiU riaiog above it. 

Phsedries and TUphosa»for whom^ places had been secured 
in the Stadiuin» had taken possession of them at suoiise. 
Theodore, who had hurried from Coria so as to reach Olym- 
pia in good time, proceeded with the other competitors in 
the race to the statue of Jupiter, where, on the Meeding 
members of the victims, and in the presence of the presidents 
of the games, dressed in all the insignia of their dignity, they 
had all sworn not to employ any unfair means, but to conduct 
themselves with honour ; after which they returned to the 
Stadium. The presidents having taken their places, a her- 
idd proclaimed : '* Let the runners in the Stadium advance !" 
when a great number instantly stationed themselves in a line, 
according to the rank assigned to them by lot, and the herald 
in a loud vcHce recited their names. If any of these had 
been rendered illustrious by previous victories, they were 
received with loud acclamations, but when that of Theodore 
of Coria was announced, there was a profound silence. Not 
until this moment had Phsdrias entertained the smallest sus- 
picion that his prdeg^ was about to become a candidate in 
the games. ** What name was that V* he exclaimed to bis 
daughter with a look of amazement. ^< Metbought he said 
Theodore of Coria. It cannot be our Theodore, cur Coria." 
Tilphosa would have now whispered into her parent's ear 
her long-preserved secret, but her agitation was too great to 
allow of utterance ; her bosom palpitated violently, and after 
two or three ineffectual attempts to speak, she could only 
point to the line of competitors, nearly at the bottom of which 
Pluedrias recognised Theodore, and sank back into his seat, 
ejaculating : *^ It is indeed onr Theodore 1 Amazement i" 
He would have asked an explanation of his daughter, but 
that the herald, previously enjoining silence, demanded in 
the same loud voice, '^ Can any one reproach these candi- 
dates with having been in bonds, or of leading an irregular 
life 7" Hope and fear were depicted in the anxious coun- 
tenances of the spectators. All were silent — not a challenge 
was uttered, and it was now universally felt that these free* 
men of irreproachable conduct were no vulgar competitors, 
etru^Ung for an olive wreath, but champions entrusted with 
the glory or disgrace of the cities or provinces which they 
reipectively represented. 



' As the time af starting appcoachsd, tfae eag^neas of the 
spectators iDcreasedy tSl Uiw suspense became almost intol- 
erable. At length the momeat arrhed, the trampet^ave the 
signaly off darted the ninnersy and clamorous cries burst from 
the multitude as they sought, by rociferating their names, to 
encourage the different candidates. That of Theodore is 
unheard, for he has Ao friends in the assemblage except Til* 
phosa, who is quite breathless with agitation, and Phaedrias, 
whose lEacuUies are still half-bewildered with astonishment. 
The latter soon lost right of his young pupil, as he became 
intermingled with the other competitors ; but Tilphosa neTer 
withdrew her eyes from h^ loYer, violating for a moment the 
laws of the Stadium by starting up in order to obtain the 
better sight of him. With what lightning speed do our 
thoughts^ when kindled by strong excitement, dart through 
the brain ! As she saw with a sinking heart that Theodore 
was considerably outstripped by three of the others, she re- 
flected upon the wide difference between eclipsing every 
rival in the single district of Cynsetha, and contending with 
the fleetest runners of all Greece ; and for an instant every 
hope of his success died within her. It was only for an 
instant One of his precursors fell, and seized the foot of 
another who was passing him, by which the progress of both 
was suddenly arrested. Indignant shouts at this unfair con- 
duct burst from the whole assemblage, when he who had 
hitherto taken the lead, looking behind him to ascertain the 
cause of the tumult, ran violently against an altar set up be« 
side the course^ and ere be could recover himself, Theodore 
had darted past him, and reached the goal, amid the unani- 
mous cries of the spectators. 

•* Who has won ? who has won ?*• eagerly inquired Phae- 
drias. Gasping with joy and agitation^ Tilphosa leaned her 
head upon his shoulder, and in the attempt to murmur the 
name of her lover, burst into tears. None were left long in 
suspense, for the herald having blown the trumpet, and ob« 
tained silence, proclaimed the name of Theodore of Ooria, 
which was eagerly buzzed round the Stadium, and repeated 
by thousands of voices on the hill. ^* Why did you weepf 
cldd ?" inquired Phsedrias, who, though a very good, was 
by no means a very aeote man. *' By your grief I con* 
eluded he had lost, and, lo I the boy has won. By Jupiter 
PanomphBUs I this is passing strange i'l 
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•^ It ki not gri«f» it it B0t giief ! I ntver w» lo tefHRT in 
aU mj life^^ ■obbed his dai^ter, trying, though ia viiB, to 
eheek her team. '^I voered my finronrite white Ud to Pao, 
afaonld Theodore be meeenfid. Shall we aaerifiee it at ow 

<* Certainlj, mj eluld, aad we will have a festifal in which 
all the neighhourB ahall partake. But though the prize of 
victory in the raee be deemed the most honourable^ as it is 
the most anoient of any Uiat can be achioTed in these games, 
methinks it would, have been more befitting his profession, 
especially as he is a ministrant in the temple of Pan, codd 
Theodore have won the wreath for the poem in hondur of 
oar patron deity, and in illustration of hb mythological hia* 
tory. This, however, is a Tain hope. The boy was always 
swift of foot, and his intellect is shrewd and penetrative ; but 
nevertheless he is not fivrmed to be a poet." 

This position Tilphosa combated with considerable warmth, 
taking care, however, to drop no bint that he meant to be- 
come a candidate, though she cherished a sweet and secret 
hope that he might be as successliil in that contest as he had 
been in the race. It was not customary to «rown any of the 
victors until the last day of the festival ; but as a temporary 
distinction, a palm was presented to Theodore, and a band 
of Cynatheans collecting together within the Stadium, 
crowded round their Mlow-countryman witli congratulations 
and caresses, lifted him on their shoulders to show him to the 
peoirie, and bore him in triumph round the ring, amid the 
applauses of the wh<^e assembly, who strewed flowers over 
him wherever he passed. As be was borne in this manner 
beneath the place where Tilphosa sat, she snatched a rose 
from her bosom, and with blushes, and an enthusiastic joy, 
too exquisite for utterance, let it fall upon her lover, who 
caught it in his hand, kissed it, pressed it to his heart with an 
ioBpaasioned air, for the circumstances of the moment had 
imparted an unusual fervdur to his feelings, and casting a 
tender loek at his mistress, was borne away. That was per- 
haps the happiest moment of Tilphosa's Hie. 

Phflsdrias and bis daughter quitted the Stadium, the former 
being anxious to find aiKJ congratulate Theodore, who, how- 
ever, purposely kept aloof, not choosing to encounter hie 
pstroir until after the decision of the second trial. In their 
search for him, Tilphosa bad an c^^oftunity of 
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some of the alrnnge ezUlntioDa eharaclorislio of tUs great 
ftstivM* and of tlM Tanity or Qsleotatioa of individuals. Of 
tbeae the most conspicuous instance, and that which excited 
the deepest interest, was the public 8ui0ide of PeregriouSf 
which had long been announced, as intended to be carried 
into execution at the 01yai|HC Games. This man, though 
he called himself a cynic philosopher, was a profligate do* 
baocheoy who, in order to obtain his inheritance, committed 
parricide, fled into Palestine, there embraced Chriatianity» 
entered the priesthood, and became a bishop ; but being at 
length detected for an unprincipled cheat, was ejected from 
the society of the Christians. After a variety of disrepu- 
table exploits and insolent bravadoes in Egypt, Greece, and 
Rome, finding that the notoriety which it had always beeii 
hia ruling passion to acquire, was on the wane, he hit upon 
an expedient for its revival, such as bad never before entered 
the mind of man. This was to bum himself to death at the 
Olympic Games. Surrounded by a crowd of brother cynics, 
who hoping to share in the glory of his action» would not 
bavo allowed him to retract, even had he wished it, Pere« 
grinus paraded through the scene of the festivd, taking leave 
of his friends, and proclaiming to the people that he was 
going to die like Hercules, and, like him, lose himself in 
air ; expecting, perhaps, that admiration of his constancy 
wouldengage all his hearers to oppose his design. Some 
few indeed cried out with tears : ** Preserve yourself for the 
good of Greece ;" but others, called upon him to execute 
what be had promised, thus leaving no retreat to the victim 
ot bis own inordinate vanity. .; The funeral pile had been 
prepared beforehand ; but Peregrinus, vrisbing to give the 
greater solemnity to bis immdation, waited till the rising of 
the moon, when he advanced in procession to the fatal pyret 
himself and the faithful cynics who escorted lum bearing 
flambeaux^ His companions set fire to it on every mde, and 
the flames immediately rising, Peregrinus parted with hia 
cloakt his bag, and \m staff, the rival of Hercules' club» 
look incense from one of his servants* and tucniog to the 
south, threw it into the fire, exclaiming : <^ Genii of my 
father and mother, receive me favourably i" alfler which fas 
leaped into the middle of the flames and was c<»iaomed» 

The preparatioBs for this tragedy possessing no attraction 
tot Pb»4rias an^ Til|^osat tbsy tamed away from the pile» 
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round which erowds c^ people were cottected, and made 
their way to the sacred precinct, where tM candidates who 
had not yet entered the lists were endeavouring to discover 
their destiny hy the entrails of the victiros; trumpeters, 
seated on a great altar, were contending so furiously to 
outvie each o&er, that the passers-by were obliged to stop 
their ears ; here strutted an author, painter, or sculptor, in 
a gorgeous purple robe, on which his name was inscribed 
in gold letters, exhibiting to the public a specimen of his 
talents ; there, a vain old Athenian dii^Iayed a long gene- 
alogy, by which he proved himself to be descended from 
Theseus. Rhapsodists sang fragments of Homer and of 
Hesiod ; poets, orators, and philosophers, stationing them- 
selves in the peristyles of the temples, or other conspicuous 
places, spouted aloud their several productions ; but the object 
that afforded the most amusement, was a conceited-looking 
Roman sophist, mounted on a mule, carrying a pole, to the 
top of which was affixed a general challenge, and an offer 
to answer all sorts of questions in Latin or Greek. In his 
hand he held a vessel filled with perfumes, and a large comb, 
as if going to the baths. *^ This vessel and c<Hnb," he cried 
out, " I made myself; my buskins, my cloak, ifiy tunic and 
sash, are all of my own manufacture. Here I am, ready to 
read you heroic poems, tragedies, dithyrambics, discourses 
on music and grammar, all sorts of works, and all of my 
own composition." And then, as if to exemplify the ridi- 
culous subtleties and distinctions of the schools, he bade his 
auditors take notice that he carried the challenge at the end 
of his pole, pasiM eiformalitert whereas the mule bore it, 
oeiM et maierialUer. 

On quitting this learned mountebank, they encountered a 
procession of handsome young men, and another of girls, 
all inhabitants of Elis, going to the temple of Minerva, 
whero prizes were to be awarded to the most beautiful. 
<* I have been told," said Phsdrias to his daughter^ ^ that the 
barbarians decree the palm and the wreath to tiie most vir- 
tuous, whereas we Greeks bestow it upon the roost beautiful, 
which IS but a fresh and a very unnecessary incentive to 
personal vanity." 

** Perhaps the tine may dome," said Tilphosa, *^ when, 
as a nation, we shall only be distinguished from tibe barim- 
rians by our suporior coaieliiiesB ; bat this admiiation of 
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beauty in all its forms, which with wt becomes exalted into 
a sentimenty almost into a religious feelings is it not the 
secret of our pre-eminence in the imitative arts, and of that 
finished grace which we impart even to our meanest imple^ 
ments ?" 

^^ It tnzif be so, Tilphosa ; but if we had the same reve- 
rence for interior beauty^ we should not see so many ugly 
minds inhabiting handsome bodies, like images of the Furies, 
set up within the temple of the Graces. Come, let us 
avoid these wrestlers, and pursue our search of Theodore." 

In such a scene of crowding and confusion, it was not 
easy to stumble upon an individual, even though he were a 
victor in one of the games ; and they fouud him not during 
the remainder of the day. The prize of poetry, which was 
of comparatively modem institution, was to be decreed on 
the following morning in the Prytoneum, or Senate House, 
and of course before a select audience. Tilphosa had been 
all anxiety to secure good places, which the rank of her 
father easily enabling him to do, they had taken their seats 
at so early an hour, that neither the judges nor any of the 
candidates had yet made their appearance; though the 
building was presently crowded to overflow with auditors. As 
a priest of Pan, and of course conversant with his mytho* 
logical history, Pbaedrias felt infinitely more interested in the 
present contest than in any other portion of the games, and 
had repeatedly asked for a list of the competitors, which bis 
daughter, wishing to surprise hira» had under various pretexts 
prevented his obtaining. In a building of such moderate 
compass, however, an Sehnrci^sement soon became inevi- 
table. The judges presently took their seats ; the candidates, 
wha were few in number, were ranged beneath them ; and 
Theodore, now habited in his customary robes as a subor- 
dinate priest of Pan, was instantly recognised by Phsdrias, 
whose amazement was equal to what he had previously 
experienced in the Stadium, while his satisfaction was 
infinitely higher. «^ Presumptuous boy!" he whispered to 
Tilphosa; ^<how could he dream of such an audacious 
attempt ? He will never gain the wreath — he is no poet ; 
but this is at least a worthier object of his ambition. Con- 
sidering his profession, nothing^ but success could justify his 
contending in the race ; but here there wHl be some honour, 
evM in defeati and I fipeely pardon Um all the eonceahnent 
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1m lifts pnetifedf'fiMr thus wishing to diMagoish hioMlf in 
the oftose of our patron deity." 

** And if, in spite of your antieipationsy he should again 
prove victoribus ?" hesitated Tilphoaa. 

*^ It is an idle dream, my child, to expect such a distinc- 
tion for so mere a boy ; but if be were, I should hold him 
well worthy of a higher rank in our temple." 

<« Should you, indeed?" cried Tilphosa, eagerly em- 
bracing her father, — **^ and so should I — and so would all 
the world !— " 

She broke off, for silence was proclaimedy and the first 
candidate, adYancing to a projecting rostrum) began the 
recitation of his poem, which, by the regulations of the 
eoDtest, was limited to a certain number of lines. Hia 
friends and partisans frequently interrupted him by applauses* 
in which, however, the mass of the audience took but little 
riiare, for the composition, dry, profound, and mystical, 
made no appeal whatever to the feelings or the fancy, and 
was* moreover, recited in a pompous, declamatory manner. 
Such, with occasional exceptions, was the prevailing char* 
acter of those that followed, for the aspirants had only sought 
to display their learning and research. Five had descended 
from the rostrum when Theodore mounted it, and a buzs 
ran round the assembly at hia extreme youth, and the vanity 
of his hoping to achieve the prize ; so that the first im- 
pression he made was decidedly imfavourable. Nor was 
this prejudice diminished by the opebing of his composition, 
exhibiting, as it did, the same sort of mythological erudition 
with whidi the audience had been already wearied ; but 
when he proceeded to the poetical embellishments and pic- 
tm^ue illustraUons suggested by Tllphosa, and traced the 
origin of the religious allegories and fictions connected with 
Pan, to human fillings and events ; when he addressed him- 
self to the hearts and to the fancies of the most sensitive 
and imaginative people upon earth, and gradually kindling 
mto fervour at the [^esence of his mistress, and the evident 
approbation of the people, imparted to his subject the adfi- 
tional charm of an impassioned delivery, surprise was added 
to delight, and the acclamations were so frequent and so 
rapturous, as hardly to allow him to foish his recitation. 

Some of th,e succeeding candscktes, and in particular the 
last upon the tist, wem received with considerable applauae. 



SO that when the judges witbdvew to make their decitioB, 
there was much difierence of opmion as to the result* which 
was expected with a proportionate aitxiety. In tfan solici- 
tude Phfledrias now fully participated, for he felt that tlw 
honour to be acquired by his pupil and protegS^ ehould he 
win the wreath, would be reflected upon himself: a distinc- 
tion which he anticipated with the more pleasure, since he 
bad always piqued himself upon his mythological lore. 
Tilphosa^s agitation it is impossible to describe. She said 
nothing audibly, but she sat mentally addressing prayers and 
vows to all the Muses, withr an earnestness commensurate 
with her heart's couTiction that her future happiness mainly 
depended upon the result of this day's proceedings. 

At length the judges reappeared — all were immediately 
seated — every tongue was silenced — every ear upon the alert 
— when the herald, after blowing his trumpet, announced 
that the prize was adjudged to Theodore of Coria. Applau- 
sive shouts from a great portion of the audience confirmed 
the justice of this decision, while the palpitating Tilphosa, 
unconsciously embracing Phsedrias, murmured in his ear, 
*' Ob, dearest father ! I am so happy !" 



CHAPTER IV. 

PHiBORiAs himself, who from this period seldom called 
Theodore by any other name than that of ^^ his pupil the 
Olympic Victor," was not a little proud of his success, 
which he attributed mainly to his own mode of tuition and 
education, as he took good care to promulgate to all his ac- 
quaintance. Such was the generosity of Tilphosa's soul, that, 
although she might truly have claimed a considerable share, 
if not the whole merit of her lover's triumph, she never 
dreamed of having even contributed to it. All her thoughts 
were with Theodore, and for Theodore, of whose glory she 
was so jealous, that she preferred it a thousandfold to any 
that might accrue to herself. At the suggestion of Phadrias, 
they went to congratulate the victor, whom they encountered 
in the porch, when the master embraced his pupil with the 
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most cordial felicitatioas, not anouxed with gentle ujrfiraid- 
iogs at his withholding the secret of his intentions until it 
coold no longer be concealed. Little was said by either of 
the loversy although the conscious glances they exchanged 
betrayed the tender hopes that exhilarated both their bosoms. 
During the remainder of the games, Theodore did not sepa- 
rate himself from his friends, Phaedrias delighting to parade 
him about the tents, and wherever the throng was greatest, 
making him known as the double victor, and never forgetting 
to add that he himself had been his teacher, and had thus 
qualified him for achieving the poetical prize. 

The glorious ceremony of crowning the conquerors, 
reserved for the last day of the festival, was performed in 
tlie sacred grove, and preceded by pompous sacrifices ; 
ailer which the victors repaired in grand procession to the 
theatre, attired in rich habits, bearing palm in their bands, 
and marching to the glad sound of flutes, accompanied by 
an immense multitude, who made the air ring with their 
applauses. Some went on horseback, others rode in cars, 
their stately coursers, who were adorned with flowers, arch- 
ing their necks, and proudly pawing the ground, as if they 
participated in the triumph. On their arrival in the theatre, 
the choristers chanted the hymn composed some centuries 
before by Archilocbus, in exaltation of the glory of the 
victors, the whole assemblage joining their voices at the 
chorus ; when the herald arose and proclaimed that Theodore 
of Coria had gained the prize of the Stadium. The victor 
presented himself to the chief of the presidents, who placed 
on his head a crown of wild olive, gathered from a sacred 
tree growing behind the temple of Jupiter ; a fresh thunder 
of applause, simultaneously bursting from the whole crowd, 
which was echoed and prolonged by the people without. 
The same ceremonies took place, with equally loud and flat- 
tering testimonies of approbation, when he was invested 
with the poetical garland. Theodore felt his triumph even 
more for the future happiness and advancement to which it 
might conduce, than for its present glory ; Phaedrias, elated 
out of his customary gravity, clapped his hands and shouted 
as vociferously as the rest ; while Tilpbosa, so completely 
overcome as to be hardly able to retain her seat, was obliged 
to press both her hands upon her heart to subdue its vehement 
throU>ing, which became painful from excess of delist. «. 
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After the ^nkigiTing saerifices had been offered, the 
Tictors, whose names were immediately enrolled io the 
public archives of Elis, partook of a magnificent entertain- 
ment in one of the halls of the senate-house, when they 
returned home to their respective cities. Here fresh honours 
and distinctions awaited them; and their fame was finally 
entrusted to the painters and sculptors, who, by means of 
portraits and statues, handed many of them down to posterity. 
Phs^drias, resolving to signalize their return by appropriate 
solemnities, waited two days at Tritasa until the necessary 
preparations had been made, when he entered Coria in 
triumph, placing himself in the moat conspicuous station* 
as if he luid been the victor instead of Theodore. Among 
his friends, indeed, and so far as the prize of poetry was 
concerned^ he scrupled not to attribute it entirely to his 
own instructions ; affirming that^ as the young man was far 
from being naturally poetical, his success could not be 
assigned to any other cause; nor did his auditors quarrel 
with a display of vanity. which in one so unassuming upon 
ail other occasions, was felt to be without offence. In the 
temple of Pan fresh sacrifices were offered up, wherein Til- 
phosa's favourite white kid fell a victim, and a grand festival 
ensued, to which were invited all the principal inhabitants of 
the city, who vied with each other in complimenting the 
Olympic victor as he sat by the side of Phasdrias, crowned 
with the double wreath. 

The conclusion of a banquet in which he bad been so 
highly honoured, appearing to Theodore the most favourable 
moment he could select for the purpose, he took Phaedriaa 
apart, revealed to him the mutual attachment between him- 
self and Tilphosa, and solicited her band in marriage. 
This communication was not less surprising than unpalatablo 
to his patron, since his wealth and rank entitled him to ex- 
pect a much more elevated suitor for his daughter than an 
unknown orphan, who, notwithstanding the flattering dis- 
tinctions he had recently acquired, was still entirely depend- 
ent. ^^ As Pan ia great and good," he ejaculated with a 
displeased look, *' this is passing strange ! Tilphosa attached 
to you ! Why, you have been playfellows together from 
childhood, so that of course I could never dream of your 
falling in love with one another." 
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** May not our matutl atttehinent be attribated to that 
▼ery eanae ?" askad Theodore. 

*<It k posBible— ^sertainly it ia poanble; bat snrdy it is 
pasaing stange. You are both too young — much too young 
-*you are still children. I most consider of it^— I wiH see 
Tilphosa, — As Pan is great and good !"— -With this habitual 
exclamation he quitted the room, leaving Theodore pos- 
sessed with the dispiriting apprehension, that after all his 
triumphs in the Olympic Games, he might not succeed in 
the great object which had fir^ stimulated him to become a 
candidate. 

Tilphosa^s blushing confession that she had indeed 
bestowed her affections upon Theodore, elicited from her 
lather fresh exclamations of wonderment, especially when 
she admitted, in answer to the interrogatories put to her, 
that she knew her lover to be an orphan, supported by 
present charity, and without any better prospects for the 
future ; though she added in vindication, that she trasted to 
her father's kindness never to withdraw the protection 
which he had hitherto afforded him. PhsBdrias was by no 
means pleased with her choice, but as he was too affection- 
ate a parent to sacrifice the happiness of his child to Jhe 
indulgence of his own wishes, he devised an expedient 
which he thought would try the constancy of their mutual 
passion, and, at ail events, defer their nuptials for some 
time, promising to consent to their union, if, at the expira- 
tion of a given period, their sentiments remained unaltered. 
^* You are both, I repeat, too young to marry at present," 
he said to Tilphosa. <' If my pupil must become my son- 
in-law, I should wish to promote him to a more ostensible 
and honourable station in the temple, for whicii, accord- 
ing to our peremptory statutes, he ia at present incapaci- 
tated by his youth. It would not be seemly that my daughter 
should become the wife of one of my subonliBate ministrants. 
Let Theodore, therefore, repair to some foreign college to 
complete his studies ; let him return to us at the expiration 
of a few years, and I swear to you as Pan is great and good ! 
that he shall not only be advanced in our temple to an 
office of distinction, but that I will myself, with a free and 
willing heart, perform and celebrate your marriage.*' 

*< A few fearsj dearest father V* sighed Tilphosa, with a 
disappointed look. 
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/' Fear complete jet^n musi elapse, my cfaUdt befen he 
will be old enough to fill the honourable appointment I 
have destined for him, and it were uadess to name a shcurtev 
term* Bj that time the 0]ympic Games will again have 
come around ; we will therefore fix upon their next occur- 
reoee as the prescribed period o( hii^ return ; and as ther« 
would be an evident impropriety in his remaining our 
inmate any longer, now that your attachment has transpired, 
he had better prepare for his immediate departure.'* 

After this last remark Tilphosa would not venture upoa 
any farther objections ; and fervently thanking her father 
for the consent he had given, although it was clogged with 
conditions which she could not lielp thinking unnecessarily 
harsh, she hastened to communicate to her lover the result 
of their conference. Theodore was less shocked at the 
stipulated, protraction of their nuptials than she hadexpected 
to find him. He had anticipated, indeed, the possibility of 
an absolute refusal; and finding that so &r from being 
reproached for inveigling the affections of his patron's 
daughter, he was to be gratified in every object of his ambition 
upon such easy terms as a four years' delay, he expressed 
^e warmest gratitude for the kindness of Plraedrias, even 
admitting the validity of the objections urged against their 
immediate union. Nor could Tilphosa herself deny their 
reasonableness ; but the impassioned girl was nevertheless 
surprised that Theodore did not testify any of that deep, 
dismay at the prospect of their long separation, by which 
her own heart was so heavily oppressed* 

The means for bis support and for the prosecution of hia 
studies while abroad, being liberally furnished by Phaedriasb 
all was quick preparation for his journey, the dejection of 
Tilphosa deepening with every day, every hour that brought 
his departure nearer. Mistrust was foreign to her nature, for 
she judged of others by her own pure and constant heart, nor 
had she the smallest reason to imagine that long absencot 
new scenes, or the allurement of foreign beauties could 
ever obliterate her image from the bosom of her lover* 
Stilly however* she thought it woidd be a consolation to her 
when he was far away, to know that their mutual troth had 
been plighted in a more formal manner than had hitherto 
been done, with which view she proposed that they should 
repair to the Styx, an Arcadian river in the vioinily of 
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Cynietha, to swear by which was considered peculiarly 
solemn and binding. They accordingly hetook ihemsehes 
to a wild and lonely spot, where the river, after brawling for 
some time among ragged rocks, suddenly precipitates itself 
into a dark-yawning chasm^ and is lost under ground. Near 
the edge of the abyss stood a rude altar^ upon which they 
sprinkled some of the water, and pointing their right hands 
&rat to the sky, and then downward towards the gulf, ob- 
tested all the celestial and infernal deities to witness their 
betrothal, and to register the vow that they would be for 
ever laithful to one another. No pythoness in the moment 
of inspiration ever wore a countenance of more holy 
fervour than was exhibited by Tilphosa, as, with arm 
uplifted, and her earnest eyes fixed upon heaven, she 
solemnly and emphatically pronounced the pledge. Her 
betrothed, as might be expected from the superipr com- 
mand of his feelings, was less enthusiastic in his denjfeanourf 
but he exhibited every mark of energetic sincerity ; and 
both parties, as they returned homewsud, seemed to have 
derived confidence and consolation from the ceremony they 
had performed. 

On the following morning, Theodore took his departure. 
At the period of which we are writing, the Mediterra^ 
nean coasts of Africa, and those of Asia Minor, now a 
barren wilderness, or infested here and there with wretched 
towns inhabited by barbarians, were profusely decorated 
with fair ant! opulent cities, the seats of science and the arts, 
and more especially distinguished for colleges and schools 
to which philosophers flocked from all parts of the world. 
Among these literary institutions none were more celebrated 
than the sacred college of Alexandria, in which it had 
been decided by Phsedrias that Theodore should prosecute 
bis studies, and pass the period of his probation* He pro- 
ceeded therefore to the Gulf of Argos, where he took 
shipping, and indue time reached the place of his destination. 

A remote and rarely-visited district like Cynestha afforded 
so few means of communication with Alexandria, that 
Tilphosa could but seldom expect to receive letters 
from her lover. One, however, reached her, even sooner 
than her father had led her to anticipate, announcing his 
arrival, breathing vows of unalterable fidelity,, and promis- 
ing to write again by emy traveller, or other channel 
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that should offer. Upon fliis epistle and the pledges it 
contained, Tilphosa for a long time fed her heart and 
her hopes. Absence seemed rather to increase tlian ta 
^haust the passion with which her soul was imbue|l. 
Not onl^ was she perpetually brooding upon the thoughts of 
Theodore, but the f<»id imaginative girl fancied she saw 
him in almost ^very appearance and configuration of exter* 
nal nature. As she sat gazing upon the clouds, their 
outlines arranged themselves into the resemblance of hi» 
features ; if she took the station that she loved among the 
rocks and precipices, she invariably traced his profile upon 
their sur&ce ; no sooner did she fix her eyes upon an olive 
bough, than it twined itself into a double wreath, garland- 
ing the ideal heaid of Theodore as she had seen him on the 
day of his triumph ; and if she wandered by the gurgling 
waters, their voice became as that of her lover, appearing 
to respond to her as she called upon his name, and pas- 
sionately invoked the unconscious waves. In her lonely ram- 
bUngs she delighted to recite the prize poem, which she had 
learned by heart ; but her favourite haunt, when she could 
roam so far, was the yawning chasm in which the river 
Styx disappeared, where she would sit for hours, recalling 
every look, tone, and gesture of her lover, when he afBanced 
himself to her by oath, sometimes losing herself in vain 
conjectures as to his pursuits and occupations at Alexan- 
dria, sometimes sufi^ring^her thoughts to be swept wkh the 
waters into the invisible world, where they expatiated amid 
all the wild fictions of the pagan mythology, until some 
casual impression upon her external senses recalled her to 
herself. 

But the painful realities of life soon came to dissipate 
these pleasant reveries. Alexander, the impostor of Oy-" 
nsetha, who had been smitten with her charms when she went 
to consult the Esculapian oracle, and who had secret spie^- 
and emissaries even in the temple of Pan, had no sooner 
learned the departure of Theodore for a long residence in 
Egypt, than he began to consider how he might most safely 
gratify his unhaUowed passion for Tilphosa. The influence 
of his delusive oracle, and consequently his own power,. 
were receiving wide and daily increase. Rutilianus, a 
wealthy Roman, and a senator of tiie first rank, was se* 
besotted by sup^rstltioa as not only to lavish his treasures* 
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upon Unii but to bestow hi» only son in marrkge apoa 
Alexander's dauber, tbe preteoded ofSipring of tbe okmmi^ 
wbo, accordiog to bis own acoount, bad fall^ in lote with 
hiokf as she had formerlj dooe with Eadynioa* That a 
fiction so absurd and moBstroiis should find bdievers when 
die seeond century was far advanced, seems scarcely credi- 
ble, but the &ct is well attested, not only with rriereace to 
Rutilianus, who offered up hecatombs to his motheMn-law 
the moon, fancying himself already related to tbe gods ; but 
as to many other individuals of scarcely inferior rank and 
influence. Nay, such was the inftituation, that husbands 
and parents frequently rendered their wives and daughters 
to minister to the soothsayer's pleasures, and felt themselves 
honoured if he condescended to accept their oi&r. 

Alexander was too penetrative to expect aiiy such blind 
abandonment on tbe part of PhiBdrias, who had upon 
various occasions testified considerable jealousy of tbe 
new oracle which had sprang up in his ne^gtibouihood, 
and had allured away many votaries from his own tem- 
ple ; nor had the Esculapian any chance of gaining his 
purpose by working upon tbe credulity of Tilphosa, who, 
though she put faith in the oracle, especially sinee Theo- 
dore's success in the Olympic Games, wss secured against 
his machinations, not only by the pre-engagement of her 
heart, but by her innccte sense of rectitiHie and purity ; while 
tbe averments and warnings of Luckn, not believed and yet 
not utterly rejected, remained suspended in her mind, await- 
ing the result of circumstances to determine their character. 
No conscientious scruples would have withheld Alexander 
from the employment of violence, since he could not inune- 
diately devise any fraud likely to effect his purpose ; but 
though a knave, he was an acute one ; and knowing how 
completely himself and bis oracle depended upon public 
opinion, he would not needlessly risk a popularity so profit- 
able, and nearly approaching to a living apotheosaa, by any 
direct outrage. Indeed, he thought it a great mistake ever 
to provoke resbtance 1^ the employment of force, when 
e¥ery thing was voluntarily resigned to the cunning juggier« 
who knew how to make a proper use of fraud and division. 
In the first instance^ therelbre, he endeavoured to inveigle 
Tilphosa into his snares by huittag to her, through some of 
his numerous emiasariesi that the oracle eouU give bm 



»pQirttni ififixmialioii, if personttUf c^Muited, respectiDg 
her ftteoQi kyter. No bait oould be more sttractive than 
tio0» iMRe mom likdy to hate sUured her to the temple ; 
and it mighty not loifMrobably, Imve succeeded, but that L^<- 
tMi wilo was again luirking in the neigbbonf hood, preparing 
diai^gea agwMt Alexander to be laid before the Sacred Col- 
lege at iUMBet had cautioned Phedrias upon the subject, 
ai^ the latter had positively forbidden his daughter ever to 
set foot within the Escuiapian temple^ or even to approadi 
its precmots. Nor did Tilpbosa, in whose mind filial affec- 
tion and duty predominated even over love and curiosity, 
dream lor a moment of violaling an injunction so strictly 
given. 

It was not until every crafty expedient failed that the 
soodisayer resolved upon having recourse to more decisive 
measures, still hewing, however, to carry them into execution^ 
and to get '^Iphosa into his power without being detected. 
Aicadia was famous for its breed of horses^ particularly of 
that description used in the chariot races at the difierent 
games ; and you could seldom move out in the district of 
Cymetha without encountering some of the dealers employed 
in Ibreakiag them in. Two of Alexander's myrmidons, dis- 
guised so as to resemble these men, were directed to proceed 
with a car to one of the lonesome spots that Tilphosa chose 
fw her «veniog rnnbles, to wait till the dusk, when she 
umially returned homeward, to seize and silence ber by force, 
and convey her as soon as it was dark to the temple, where 
the contriver of this atrocious scheme hoped to bend her to 
bis pwposes, either by intimidation, or by practising upon 
her <»edulity through the means of his jH-etended speaking 
serpeirt. 

AH wa» performed as it had been devised. To prevent 
sabsequent recognition, the men had put savage-looking 
madn npon ikum faces, and the visionary girl, imagining in 
the first moment of smprtse and terror, that she had been 
seised by Plutonian ennasaries, and was about to be hucried, 
lyie a second Ppoeerpine, to the legions below, sank to the 
bottom of the car in a atate of iaaensibility ; in which 
pMgfat ^ was dhiven tiiiough the wood at the back of the 
temple to the entrance of the -seeret passage, by which it 
will be recidlected that Lucian had made i^s escape when 
aaaailad i^y t&e peasants* Hero tlie men %oek h^ from 
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ihe vehicle, carried her into the building, and deUvefed her 
to their employer, with the assurance that the traosaction 
had not been witnessed by a single soul, froBH the momMit 
of her seizure until her arrival at the temple, v 

*^ That is immaterial." said Alexander, affecting indif- 
ference as soon as his object had been thus far attained ; 
**' we act in obedience to the oracle, which it were impious 
to disobey. But it has enjoined secrecy, which you will 
violate at your peril. You may retire." 

When Tilphosa recovered her senses, she found herself 
reclining upon a couch within an apartment that wore the 
appearance of a spacious pavilion brilliantly illuminated, 
and gardened round with odoriferous flowers and shrubs, 
while the air languished with a lulling but exquintely dulcet 
harmony, as of wind-instruments wafted from a distance 
«ver tranquil waters. '^ Pan defend and guide me 1" mur- 
mured the bewildered girl, as she raised herself upon her 
elbow, and gazed fearfully around her. ^* Is this the palace 
of Pluto ? Where am I, and what will become of me ?" 
No voice replied to hers; but the music died away, and 
then renewed its soft liquid melody several tim^ over, while 
fresh odours shed an almost intoxicating sweetness through 
Che air, in which manner an hour or more was suffered to 
•lapse, as if to sustain the amazement and bewilderment of 
her senses, or to steep them in a languid resignation. At 
length one side of the pavilion suddenly opened ; the blaze 
of light was increased to an almost dazzling effulgence, when 
a choir of winged genii, followed by cupids, scattM'ing 
perfumes, entered the apartment, and in perfect silence 
weaved a mystic dance around Tilphosa, who was too much 
astonished for speech, though a thousand thoughts fluttered 
in her mind, paramount among which was the fearful appre- 
hension that she was now passing through the Elysian Fields 
on her way to the gloomy alM>des of Pluto. Fervently 
imploring the protection of her patron deity in a mental 
prayer, she awaited with clasped hands, dilated eyes, and a 
thrilling heart, the next change that should occur.; when 
the dancers ceased, and gathering themselves together in 
form of a choir, began singing to the accompaniment, of 
unseen musicians. Their chant, after, recording the names 
and extolling the enviable destiny of those happy maidens 
whom the immortals had honoured with their love^ and bad 
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descended apon earth to Tisit, proceeded in a- triumphant 
epithalamium, to hail Tilpfaosa as the destined bride of the 
god Esculaphis : at which period of their song, the eupida 
came forward, and offsred incense to her, as if she were 
already entitled to divine honours. 

The choristers and cupids now withdrew, witli referential 
airs of homage, when the pavilion gradudly became filled 
with a thick and fragrant smoke, which slowly dissipating, 
revealed to her the tall form of Alexander, splendidly arrayed, 
and his long locks cinctured with the sacred fillet. — '^ Beau- 
tiful Tilphosa!" said the soothsayer, ^Mhe powerful god 
Esculapius, who saw you when you came to consult his ora- 
cle, was smitten with your charms. The high and enviable 
honour to which you are in consequence destined, has been 
revealed to you in the epithalaniium you have just heard ; 
but as your human sympathies might revolt from receiving 
him in his serpent shape, he has imbodied his divine proper* 
ties in the form of him who now stands before you. In per- 
son I may still appear to you to be Alexander, but in reality 
I am the glorious and celestial Esculapius, in whose mighty 
name I come to claim you as my bride.^ 

Though Tilphosa was credulous and imaginative, on which 
qualities Alexander had mainly relied for the success of his 
present machinations, she was not so stultified by the super- 
49tition in which she had been educated, as to be cajoled by 
this audacious artifice. From the moment the choristers had 
mentioned the name of Esculapius and divulged their object, 
she began tp-suspect where she was i and Lucian's history of 
Alexander,' and the warnings with which it had been accom- 
ffanied, rushing at the same moment upon her mind, with an 
instantaneous conviction that the vision or the pageant before 
het was some contrivance of the soothsayer, fired her with 
an indescribable indignation. His presence and bis speech 
inflaming her wrath to the utmost pitch, ^ would hardly 
eufifer him to concUide before she started upon her feet, ex- 
claiming with a look and in a tone of ineffable scorn and 
detestation, " Avaunt ! begcme ! iosolent and profane im- 
postor 1 Now,indeed, do I believe every syllable that I have 
heard of thine impious finuds and forgeries. TAoti a divinity 1 
thou the mighty Esculapius ! Oh, thunder-bearing Jupiter i 
where are thine avenging bolts, that thou dost not strike dead 
at my feet this sacrilegious wretch ? * Oh, my patron deity, 
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PWf tiie greet and good ! dated thf Yotanit« tiia^teigiiter 
of tby prieflt ; frutrato the eehemes of this irreligious mis- 
oresnti and born a brand upon' bb face Ihat the world may 
know faioi br a knave and a pretender !** 

^^ You rave* Tilphosa ; you know not the consequences of 
this daring contumacy. It is you who are impious in thus 
presuming to oppose the wii^s of the divine Escidapius. 
Beware the consequences of forth^ resistance. His wiU 
is not to be opposed with impunity." 

This declarationt pronounced in a menacing manner, wtm 
so far from producing its intended effect, that it only aggra- 
vated the wrath of her to whom it was addressed. An angry 
altercation ensued, when Alexander, hoping to gain by terror 
that which he had failed to accomplish by cajolery and p^- 
> suasion, hurried from the apartment, exclaiming ; *' Presump^ 
tonus girl ! upon thine own head be tiie consequences of 
rejecting a celestial lover. I leave thee to thy fate ; but the 
benignant EscuUpius will be appeased the moment you shall 
signify that you are ready to yield to his wishes." 

Scarcely had he quitted the apartment, when all the lights 
being simultaneously extinguished, Tilphosa found herself 
enveloped with deep silence and a pitchy darkness. This 
respite was of short continuance. Presently, upon bearii^g 
a fearful explosion^ she instinctively raised her eyes, and be- 
held by a dim light what appeared to her to be a savage wood, 
from which wild beasts, whose roaring now became andiblcy 
glared upon her with hungry eyes, as if ravening to devour 
her. Anon it thundered ; flashes of lightning rendered the 
quick succeeding darkness more terrible ; shrieks* lamenta- 
tions» mtid strange noises seared her ears. Anon, the scene 
being shrouded in a wan ghutly light, she beheld monahuw, 
apparitions, and hideous phantoms stalking towards her couch 
with thraatming gestures, at which iaatant a sharp blow fell 
ypon her shoulders from some invisible assailant, and amid 
the spectral abominations that haunted her, the huniaa- 
beaded serpent, writhing itself upward from the ground, 
opened its jaws, whence an imearthly voice issuing^ bade 
her prq>afe for instant destruction if she longer dared to dis* 
obey tbs divine behests of EscuIsimus. 

Although Tilphosa possessed that moral eounge wfaicih 
generally accompanies perfect inooeenoe, she was hardly 
aUe to resist such an accumulation of horrors. In spile of 
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ber snsfHcionfl that all this infooal apparatus might he the 
ooBtriyance of Alexander, she could not disabuse herself of 
the belief that a divine clmracter was really attached to the 
miraculous serpent ; and thus a devout soul-harrowing awe 
combined with the external terrors of the sceive to astound 
and overwhelm her. Even if the frightful conjurations by 
which she was beleagured, were merely the result of human 
agency, they proved her to be in the power of a bold bad 
man, who would scruple at no profanation, and probably at 
no violence or enormity, to gratify his wishes. In this ex- 
tremity, the bewildered girl, trembling violently, and shutting 
her eyes, that she might no longer behold the various dan- 
gers that menaced her, addressed to her patron deity ail 
impassioned prayer for deliverance, vowing, according to the 
pagan fashion, to offer up frequent sacrifices, if her petition 
was granted. 

Her supplications were interrupted by a furious knocking 
without, and angry cries that drowned every other voice^ 
quickly followed by a loud cradi, when several gorgon- 
headed figures, bearing a lighted torch in each hand» rushed 
forward, crying out that they were the furies and the avenging 
deities, come to punish Alexander for his impious profanation 
of the temple. At first Tilphosa imagined that this was 
some fresh irruption of monsters intended to complete her 
sobmission,-— an idea vrhich was quickly dissipated when she 
saw the new comers attack with their torches the myrmidons 
of Alexander, who, being instantly seized with a panic fear, 
fled in all directions with loud cries, bearing with them all 
the spectral and animal accompaniments by which she had 
been appalled. The hideous aspect of her deliverers, if such 
they might be termed, was almost as revolting to her as that 
of the fiigitive phantoms, and she began to think she had only 
changed her tormentors, when one of them said to her, in a 
voice which she remembered to have heard before, though 
she could not recall the time or place, *' Dismiss your fears, 
Tilphosa ; we are friends come to liberate you from this sink 
of fraud and wickedness. Away with us, away !" So say- 
ing he took her arm, and supported her along tlje passage 
that emerged upon the wood, the bewildered girl stilh fearing 
that the vriiole might be only some new contrivance for her 
destruction, until slie heard her father's voice eagerly demand- 
ing whether they had rescued her. Uttering a cry of joy, 
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she rashed into his arms, and in a minate afterward found 
iierself sitting by his side in a carriage, which was driven 
rapidfy away from the unhallowed Temple of Escnlapius. 



CHAPTER V. 

Tilphoba's seizure by the masked emissaries of Alexan- 
der, the terrifying ordeal to whieh she had been subjected 
in the temple, ai^ the scarcely less startling mode of her 
deliverance, had succeeded one another with such rapidity, 
that some time elapsed, even after her arrival at her father's 
residence, before she was sufficiently composed to listen to 
a recital of the circumstances that led to her release. In 
these there was nothing extraordinary, however preternatu- 
ral might have been the appearance of her rescuers. It 
has been stated that Lucian was still hovering about the 
purlieus ef the Esculapian Temple, collecting facts and ma- 
terials for a legal impeachment of the soothsayer, in the 
pursuit of which object he frequently stationed himself at 
night in the subterranean passage at the back of the building. 
Here he presently discovered, by overhearing or witnessing 
some of the icehearsals of the performers, that Alexander 
was about to establish initiatory mummeries, in imitation of 
4he Eleusinian mysteries, the materials for which had coa- 
etituted the seeming phantoms, and the whole of that alarm- 
ing pantomimAy which Tilphosa had been beleaguered. 
•Ensconced in his usual hiding-place on the night of her 
seizure, Lucian had reeognised her as she passed, and in- 
.jstantly divining the purpose of her abduction, had hastened 
to apprize her father of the fact, and to offer his services for 
her liberation. 

The half-distracted parent, too much blinded by passion 
to weigh consequences, summoned his functionaries and 
jussistants, and would have hurried off to deliver her by 
force ; but Lucian knowing that so small a band would be 
•quickly overpowered by the numerous and desperate myr- 
midons of Alexander, proposed that himself and a few eom- 
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fMmions, dkgaised as the Airtes and aTenging deities, should 
burst unawares upon the temple through the secret passage, 
and carry, off the captive by a coup de 99tatn, before the 
soothsayer and his coadjutors should recover from their 
surprise. This scheme being executed as happily as it' was 
planned^ its deviser had whispered a few encouraging words 
into Tilphosa's ear, and had conducted her to her Other's 
arms in the way^ we have recorded. % 

How to avenge this outrage, or at least to prevent its repe- 
tition, became the first subject of consideration. Phaedrias, 
a weak and timid man, though headstrong when hiS'passiona 
were aroused, having now recovered his daughter, shrank 
irom the idea of any public proceedings that might establish 
Irreconcilable enmity between himself and the powerful 
Alexander, and perlutps occasion strife between their res- 
pective flocks. Alexander, equally averse from exptture, 
and a possible forfeiture of his popularity, was quite willing 
lo forego his views upon Tilphosa, on condition that no 
farther notice should be taken of the affair, pledging him- 
self by a solemn oath to give no further cause of offence^ 
aod on this basis a compromise was effected between the 
two parties. In the interview of ratification, the Esculapian 
had the art to extract from the simple-minded PhsBdrias a 
confession that Lucian had been the detector of Tilphosa's 
seizure. On that same night an attempt to assassinate the 
f^ilosopher in Jiis bed was only frustrated by the fidelity of 
a slave ; and on the following day Alexander demanded a 
oonference'with him at the house of PhsBdrias. This being 
granted, he declared that as several of his followers, whose 
^atical rage he had no power to control, had sworn to 
destroy Lucian, he would not be answerable for his life:, 
unless he immediately quitted the province ; adding, that a 
tr^sel bound for Rome Was then lying in the Gulf of Cyllene, 
on board which he could procure him a passage if he would 
undertake to depart forthwith. Lueian having now collected, 
as he thought, st^cient materials and documents to establish 
his charges against the impostor, willingly accepted his o^r, 
took leave of the good priest of Pan imd his daughter, and 
embarked at Cyllene, laughing in his sleeve at the thought 
that he had completely outwitted the soothnyer, and led 
bin a second time to enact the part of the biter bit, by 
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niildiig Iw provMo ft veMttl to enrry to Room ih^ 
who was about to impeach him. Tho marry Epicttveis, 
boweYor» waa vary near figuring aa the ifaipa uwtMd of tim 
dupar; for he bad not bemi long at aea, when he obaartadi 
the man at the helm weeping and tidking to the aeaaBen 
with a rayaterioua air. Lucian grew uneasy, but was aoeet 
relieved of hjs apprefaensionB when the j^iot coming to bim 
with aflbmpuflctious look« told him that he had receiv^ orders 
from Alexander to throw him into the sea, but that, baying 
lived to the age of sixty without a crime, he could not dis^ 
honour his old age, and entail the anger of the goda upoa 
himself and his family by committing a mnrdw, and bad 
therefore resolved to set lum aihore. He did so accordingly, 
and Lucian, furnished with a new accusation against his 
intended destroyer, made his way to Rome ; but the priest- 
hoodifaad so fenced themselves round with immwiities and 
privileges \ the Sacred College was so unwilling to expoae 
the delinquencies of one of their own order ; and Rirtilianus^ 
the powerful senator, whose son had married Alexander's 
daughter by the moon (as he pretended), made such-exerw 
tions to screen him, that the charges were not only declared 
groundless, but the philosopher was stigmatized as an im» 
pious and factious slanderer, who only wished to throw dis* 
credit upon the professors of religion, and to bring consti* 
tttted authorities into contempt. 

Tilphosa, in the mean time, bold in the conseiousQess of 
innocence, and rdying upon the protection of the good 
deities, resumed her lonely wanderings amid the rocks, deUs, 
and mountains of her romantic ne^bourfaood ; thougb in 
deference to the wishes of her father, rather than from any 
apprehensions of her own, she avoideid the more immediate 
vicinity of Cynstha, and the unhallowed temple of Eseula*' 
pitts. The spot where the Styx threw itself into the yawning 
gulf and disappeared, continued to be her favourite haunt, 
but to her imaginative apprehensions, a river ctf any kind 
always possessed peculiar attractions. Motion and ike are 
such usual concomitants* that she found it difficult to disso* 
ciate them : of all inanimate objects, theMAHre, a river 
seemed to her to be that which approaehes the newrest to 
vitality, fiver changing jtt still the 8ame« cutting ont lor 
itself ite own ehttan^ , luisiiig slowly and hixurioiid^ throu|^ 
flowery banks, inhaling their fragrance, and reflecting their 



>ight cokHiri, tff if Hi glnmf btmom were fin* ever ieck^l 
i^Mk « noMgfay ; now loitmng in tte siMide of o'er-canopjiog 
treee, u U it were half killed to sleep by tiie gurgling of ite 
wetet, now speriBling and iJancing to ita own merry moBiep 
and anon leaping aa if in sport from rock to rock,-^Tilpliosa 
eoald scarcely persuade herself that a rir^r was not endued 
with eonadiousnesB as well as the power of locomotion. 
Never did she approach one without throwing into it a 
eoronal of flowers to enwreath the nymph who presided 
over its waters ; never did she pass a rude turf altar, of 
which many had been thrown up in particular spots by the 
devout peasantry, without depoaiting upon it some simple 
offmug appropriate to the divinity in whose honour it had 
been raised. Derived in early life of her mother, and 
sequestered from companionship with any of her own sex, 
the pleasures of socie^ were but little known to her. Had 
they been within her reach, they would not probably have 
been appreciated, for the religion she professed was emi* 
nently social, and to a mind so visionary as hersy there was 
in her high and lonely musings, and in faer-comniunion with 
the strange Mid beautiful creations of the mythologists, a 
holy^ raptwous, undefined charro^ not to say a companion* 
ship, infinitely more sweet and satisfying to her heart, than 
if its emotions had been awakened by merely hiiauin sym- 
pathies. 

Such b^g her habitual temperament, it may be supposed 
thM £die had still less need of society now that her bosom 
was perp^ually filled with the thoughts of Theodore. 
Cupid, though painted blind himself, bestows, as it were, 
^ new poetical vision upon his votaries. They see through 
a ihlse but enchanting hab, which, embellishing every 
object with adventitious beauty, steeps the whole external 
world in hues exquisite and ineffable, because they derive 
their rainbow tints from the mingled light and tears of love. 
Whether she looked out upon the earth in sorrow or in sad- 
liess, it still assumed this rich prismatic eolouring ; and 
with suoh visions, and in the fond reveries prompted by the 
onion of thought and feeling, of the fancy and the heart, did 
she beguile, as well as she was able, the long, long term 
tlMt was to separate her from Theodore : a period now 
unmarked by any more important c»eeurrence than the 
occasional receipt of a letter £rom hias. These came at 
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intervals of increasing diatance ; they had latterly breathed 
a coldness and reserve that struck even the unobservant 
Pfaedrias, to whom they were reguUrly shown ; and aa the 
^ prescribed term of his exile and the period of his. return 
approached, many months had elapsed without bringing any 
communication whatever from Alexandria. 

True love is not always jealous, as has been asserted ; it 
is however always apprehensive of danger to its object, 
sometimes to a fantastical excess ; nor was Tilphosa free 
from a deep misgiving that the silence of her lover might be 
attributed to sickness, or to some of those numerous ills 
that flesh is heir to. As to any decay or alienation of his 
affection, she never dreamed of it, for she judged of him by 
her own honest and loving heart. Even the suspension o^ 
bis letters might be explained by the fact that the four years 
of absence having now nearly expired, it was unnecessary 
to write, as he was doubtless returning homeward to renew 
his vows in person, to claim her hand in marriage, and 
demand the performance of the promises made to him by 
PhaBdrias. To this belief she clung with an invincible 
tenacity, even up to the time when all Greece was once 
more engaged in joyous preparations for the renewal of the 
Olympic Festival. But as day after day passed on without 
bringing any account of Theodore, feelings of disappoint- 
ment, alarm, and suspense began to agitate her bosom, 
until a new idea took firm possession of her mind. Her 
lover was about to prepare a pleasant surprise for them ; 
he was qualifying himself again to become a competitor for 
the olive wreath ; they would not see him until he presented 
himselfy as he had done before, in the list of the candidates ; 
and should he again prove victorious, he would return to 
them fortified with an accession of new honours, that might 
entitle him to become the son-in-law of Phasdrias upon a 
footing of greater equality than he could now boast. This 
was the sdution of his incomprehensible silence, and still 
more mysterious absence ; and as this conviction carrieS 
peace to her bosom, or at least substituted a tingling, though 
not unpleasant curiosity, for a painful state of apprehensiont 
Ae cherished it with an obstinacy that only made her more 
impatient for the commencement of the Olympic Games, 
of which it is needless to add that her fadier and faendf 
meant to become spectators. 
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The day e^spected with so much impatience by a whale 
nation, and by none more anxiously than by Tilpfaosa, at 
length axrived, and the Crreeks* not less passionately devoted 
to public sports than the RomanS) while their temperament 
was infinitely mcnre mercurial and pleasure-loving, gave 
themselves up to the joyous festival with their customary 
enthusiasm. Oh 1 with what a heart-throbbing eagerness 
did Tilphosa take her seat in the Stadium ! how searching 
and eager was her look, as with half-open mouth, and lip 
trembling with agitation, she ran her eye hastily along the 
line of the competitors, and then scanned them individually. 
Theodore was not among ihem^ and this fact being ascer- 
tained, the signal trumpet, the race, and the shouts of the 
multitude, whose hearts and souls were in the contest, were 
no longer heard or noticed. She sat abstracted and alone 
in the midst of that mighty crowd, unconscious for some 
time of every thing that was passing around her, until she 
murmured to herself, — ^^ Fool that I was to imagine that 
Theodore, now about to fill a high and holy ofiice, would a 
second time seek victory in the Stadium ! No ! in order to 
give the greater pleasure to my father, he will become a 
candidate for the more appropriate prize of sacred compo* 
sition, and we shall doubtless find him among the competitors 
who are gone to make preparatory sacrifice in the Temple 
of Jupiter." 

Phsdrias, who was in the habit of taking his ideas from 
those about him, and had imbibed his daughter's notion, 
that Theodore really meaift to surprise them by appearing 
as a candidate for aotae new honour, readily consented to 
accompany her to the temple. On approaching it they 
observed that it was beset by a crowd who, in evident 
lomult and confusion, were occasionally filling the air with 
menacing cries. Applausive shouts or noisy derision 
frequently testified the opinion entertained of the exhibitors, 
declaimers, and mountebanks who were in the habit of 
addressing the populace from the terraces or projections of 
the sacred edifice ; but a clamour so angry and vociferous 
being an unusual occurrence, Phasdrias pressed forward 
to ascertain its cause. Scarcely, had they reached the 
agitated assemblage, when Tilphosa, uttering a faint scream, 
qacidated in a gasping voice, '< 'Tis he ! tis be !" and as 
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die pointed with her tremUing finger, leuied upon her 
parent for support, panting violently. 

Following the direction indicated, PhtBdrias hefaeld an 
attenuated figure mounted on a platform of the temple, and 
Tehemently addressing the assemblage. His loug di^Tolled 
hair hung down upon his shoulders, his beard was nnshora, 
his countenance was mortified, he wore a dark robe, or 
rather cassock, gathered round his waist by a leathern cinc- 
ture, and his arms were bare, so that Phsedrias did not at 
fiist recognise him ; but as he caught his voice in a momen- 
tary hush of the clamour, he found that it was indeed no 
other than Theodore, and learned at the same time ^e cause 
of the disturbance he had occasioned. To the utter amaze- 
ment and dismay of the good priest of Pan, his quondam 
pupil and affianced son-in-law, holding in his hand the two 
withered wreaths which he had achieved at the preceding 
festival, tore off the leaves one by one, trampled them 
indignantly beneath his ibet, denounced the games as an 
ofience and an abomination in the sight of Heaven, vilipended 
the pagan deities as unholy profligates, and exhorted hw 
hearers, as they would avoid everlasting perdition and 
torment, to abjure their false gods and embrace Christiaaity. 

If it were deemed audacious to insult Diana at Ephesus, 
it was surely not less so to impugn the Olympic festival at 
the moment of its celebration, aggravated as the impeach- 
ment was in the present instance by a recommendation to 
substitute the austerities of a new religion for the shows, 
ceremonies, and rejoicings of paganism. All the oppro- 
brious terms that had been heaped upon Lucian in the 
temple of Pan were now showered upon Theodore with 
tenfold vehemence ; nor were his infuriated auditors satis- 
fied with this ebullition of rage, but inciting one another to 
sacrifice so impious a wretch to the deities whom he had 
dared to outrage, they gathered up stones and began to 
hurl them at the offender. 

Phaedrias, ever averse from tumult, and more especially on 
an occasion so trying to the feelings of himself and his 
daughter, would have led the latter from the scene, but she 
had no longer need of his support. AH heir energies being 
braced to sudden vigour by the imminent danger of her loveff 
she quitted her father's arm, and rushed wilcuy to the guard- 
house, where she knew that troops were stationed for the 
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preservation of c^der duriag the festival. Fortanateiy it 
at no great distance from the temple ; the soldiers, ahvajs 
kept in readiness lor such emergencies, instantly obeyed her 
impassioned summons ; and following her, though not with 
equal speed, as she ran rapidly back to the scene of distnr- 
bance, arrived just in time to rescue Theodore from the hands 
of Ins death-denouncing assailants, and secmre him in the 
tem^e : after which they succeeded, though not without 
difficulty, in dispersing the people, by a promise that the 
delinquent should be examined and punished by the proper 
authorities. 

The Olympic Games, like the religious festivals of the Jews, 
had in all ages been a period of truce and amity. Provinces 
and nations engaged in the bitterest warfare with one another, 
willingly suspended hostilities for the more attractive contests 
of the athletfle, and the intoxication of these magnificent 
epectades ; and the Elians, who derived important advan- 
tages from the celebration of the games within their territory, 
were held responsible for the maintenance of order among 
the discordant elements thus assembled together from aH 
parts of the worlds Of any collision between the hostile 
clans of Greece, now merged in common subjection to Rome, 
there was little or no danger at the period of which we are 
writing ; but the precautionary guard was still maintained ; 
and as the Elians were anxious to prevent the most trifling 
interruption of the public harmony, they willingly consented 
to deliver their prisoner to Phaedrias, who, at the suggestion 
of Tilphosa, claimed him as one of bis subordinate minis- 
trants in the Temple of Pan, for he had never resigned that 
office, and pledged himself to withdraw him covertly from 
the Elian territory on the following night. 

Not without infinite trouble and reiterated entreaties had 
Tilf^ioea been able to effiact this interference on the part ef 
her father. Kind«hearted as he usually was, Phsedrias, in- 
dignant beyond all measure at Theodore's dereliction of the 
pagan faith, refiised at first to take any measures in hit 
bdialf. He knew not, he said, which was the most glaring 
and monstrous, the foHy, perfidy, or ingratitude of a man who 
eottld sacrifice his advancement in the temple, and the hand 
of faia betrothed wife (fi>r such must be the natural conse- 
quences of his apostacy), and embrace a new religion, deth 
tinedy if it (diould succeed, to overthrow and ruin the priest- 
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hood ID which he himself had been nurtnredi and of which 
his patron and benefactor still continued a member. 

" Dearest father !" sobbed the weeping Tilpbosa, ^^ only 
let us deliver him from impending destruction — only let us 
hear him-— only let us get him safe to Coria. This may be 
eome momentary madness— rsome dementating fury must 
have urged him on. Have I not his oath — ^has he not sworn 
the sacred vow, which even the immortals fear to violate ? 
Oh save him ! save him ! If you would preserve me from 
despair, do not suffer Theodore to perish !'' 

Moved by the distress and the energetic solicitations of 
his daughter, and melted ultimately into ruth by the pressing 
danger of his former pupil, Phasdrias consented to apply to 
the Elian authorities, who agreed to resign their prisoner 
upon the conditions we have specified. In conformity with 
tliis arrangement, two carriages drove to the Temple of Ju- 
piter in the dead of the following night, in one of which was 
Phaftdrias and his daughter ; the other was destined for Theo- 
dore, against whom the good priest was too much irritated 
to hold any present communication with him. The liberated 
prisoner mounted the vehicle in silence ; they drove off; the 
occupants of the different carriages maintained no intercourse 
with one another ; and in this unsociable and painful manner 
did the betrothed couple travel together to Coria. 



CHAPTER VL 

Ah ! how difibrent was Tilphosa's return from that which 
her sanguine and steadfast heart had fondly anticipated. 
Anchoring all her hopes of happiness upon herilover'^ con- 
•tancy, and defending him against every accusation, she had 
predicted that he would again triumphantly enter Coria, with 
another Olympic wreath upon his brow ; that he would come 
rejoicing as a bridegroom, and that their speedy and auspi- 
cious nuptials, and his advancement to sacerdotal honours, 
would give celebrity to his arrival. What would now be 
their mutual fate ? She dared hardly ask herself the ques- 
tion. If be were, indeed, converted to Christianity, would 
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be daiii) her as his wife ? Cotdd she receive him u a hus- 
band ? would Phsedrias eyer consent to their union ? No — 
no— no ! it involved a threefold impossibilitj. And then the 
voWf the solemnr terrible vow that he had sworn ;, how 
would he appease the avenging deities if he broke it ? In 
weaving a thousand such vain conjectures, and in bewailing 
with many tears the probable withering of her dearest hopeSf 
and the blight that would for ever fall upon her heeirt, the 
wretehed Tilphosa passed a sleepless night. 

On the following morningy all her doubts were c(H)verted 
into certainty. Phsedrias, still refusing to see Theodore, 
desired his daughter to seek an interview with him^ bx%*^ de- 
mand an explanation of his conduct, as well as an e^licit 
avowal of his intentions. 

In spite of the sorrow that weighed heavily upon h^, and 
even of a latent anger which had found a place in her bosom 
when Theodore was out of sights she could not again behold 
him, as he sat with pale and sickly looks, poring over a 
parchment scroll, without a sudden overflow of all her for- 
mer affection^ wUch found vent in a burst of tears, as, with 
a panting heart and flushed features^ she ran up to him, and 
instead of the reproaches she had meditated, sobbed out the 
words, ** Dear, dear Theodore!" and welcomed him back to 
Coria with an agitated cordiality. In a calm, deliberate 
voice, he thanked her for her gratulations, and more espe- 
cially for the preservation of his life, which, as he had learned 
from the driver of the carriage, was solely attributable to her 
prompt summons of the guard ; confessing at the same time, 
that be had not the smallest wish to become a martyr, and 
that he was far from having anticipated such a serious dis- 
turbance, knowing how carefully order was usually preserved 
at the fbstival. He then proceeded to express his joy at 
again seeing Tilphosa ; but his cold, rigid countenance be- 
trayed not the slightest emotion ; whatever might be his feel- 
ings, he commanded them so effectually, that his face wore 
the semblance of inanimate marble* 

<< Yon are ill, dearest Theodore ; you are thinner, you are 
very pale, you are much altered," said Tilphosa, fixing a 
look of anxious affectionate inquiry upon her lover, who 
replied Aat he had been dangerously indisposed at Alexan- 
dria, but that his health was now completely re-established ; 
answering several other interrogatories, eam^tly put to him 
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bj the warm-faetrted and lofiog girl, ia Ae tNEOie dry,diort 
maimer. 

Although Tilpboaa had come for the eole purpose cf 
aaeertaintiig whether or not he had been oonveiied to CfafMh 
'tianity, her heart failed her vheneyer i^e attenqitod to pro- 
pboiid a qaeetion, the answer to which might crtKib her efery 
hope of happiness ; and she, therefore, continded to pty him 
with inquiries ahout his sickness, his occupatioBS, his tra^eisi. 
urging the care that would be rec^ired to prevent a letona 
of his illness, and discoursing anxiously upon efOiy topic 
Aat pointed, however remotely, towai^s the welfare of her 
lover. 

Theodore himself was the first to interrupt what he 
termed, rather ungratefully, a frivolous and objectless con* 
versation, by avowing that, during the sickness with which 
he had been afflicted at Alexandria, he had become m convert 
to the new faith ; had jokied a sect of Gnostic Christiane 
in that city ; had been made ode of their deacons, and hoped 
in time to attain to higher offices in their cbmtsh. From 
the absurdities and aboannationflr of paganism he declined 
that his intellect had revolted almost as soon as he had begaa 
to exercise its powers ; though he had not felt himself bound 
openly to desert Uie heathen creed, until he had another aad 
a better one to adopt. That moment was now arrived. 
He then launched into an eulogium upon Christianity^ duitnif 
which his voice and look became for the first time anhnated r 
pointing out its immeasurable superiority over heathemsm, 
the universal peace and charity, as well as the escalted purity 
tiiat it inculcated, the glorious hopes of immortality that it 
proclaimed to all the wwld, and the spotless life, as well ae 
enlarged wisdom and all-embracing philanttaropy of ito 
divine founder. 

^i^Not by the convictions of my reason akme,*' co Htinne d 
Theodore, '^ though these were all-sufficient ; but 1^ nume- 
rous supernatural evidences have I been made a proeelytft 
to the new faith, as it is acknowledged by the CbcMstics. I 
witnessed the ^rtyrdoro of the pious Polycarp, wtien the 
fames that were to consume him, diis^xMing theiiiselveB into 
tile form of an arch, and swelting with the wind like tiie 
sails of a ebip^ eneirded* without touching the victim, whose 
body sent forth a deligfatfol firagmncy, as of incense. And 
Him the infidels eomman^M him to be run fivoogii with • 
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fire, and I saw the ONUtyr's sod^in the form of a dove, issue 
from the wood and ascend to Heaven. You yoiffsdr^ Til- 
pfaosa, must have heard o£ the great victory obtained by the 
Aomaifii over the Quadl, threii^ the prayers of a &w Chris- 
tii^is in the Miktura^ legion, at iwhose interees^o& Heavea 
poured thunderbolts upon the enemy and utterly destroyed 
them ; and in my own person can I testify to not less araa- 
adng prodif^s^ for often in my lonely wanderings in Egypt 
have I been assailed and tempted by the powers of darkness. 
Once was I encountered by JufHter, who tendered to me 
great powef and riches if I would pour out wine and ofii^ 
incense to his statue; in like manner was I accosted by 
Apollo ; and the beautiful Venus revealing herself to me in 
an umbrageous solitude^ once tempted me in all the atteac- 
tion of her charms ; but I struggled with the arm of &iih, 
not trusting to the strength of the flesh, and on my defying 
them with the cross, they vanished from my sight." 

To this declaration Tilphosa had listened with a gradual 
einking-of heart and an increasing paleness of countenance, 
but in silence, for a pro8tratk)n of all her hopes -so sudden 
and withering seemed to take away her very lureath. Swal- 
lowing down the rising emotions of her heart, and assuming 
a forced composure, she at length said, in answer to his 
concluding statement — 

^^ How can yon deny the existence of these deities, and 
yet confess that you have personally encountered them ?" 

*^ I said not so, Tilphosa. What I saw were demons and 
evil spirits assuming the semblance of these false gods, in 
order to delude me back to their worship, and thus to ensure 
my perdition. Sometimes tliey have beleaguered me ja 
their prop^ forms of dragons, whom I have exorcised and 
put to flight by prayers and by the uplifted i^mbol of our 
faith." 

Theodore now made an unreserved declaration that he 
had visited the Olympic Games partly as a missionary 
on behalf of the ehiusch to which he. belonged, but chiefiy 
with the intention of proceeding to Coffia to attempt the 
conversion of Tilphosa, i n which event, and on tiuit conditio 
only, he wis willing to easry their intended mairisge into 



» And the aol^m vow yott ham sw«mi*' said Ti^phnsa, 
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whose indtgrottioQ fkni wounded pride now prompted her to 
9Bgiiiiie an appearance of indifierenee that was utterly foreign 
to her heart. 

**' I am ashamed of it, and no longer consider it binding, 
for I attested the false gods of the pagans, — a crime for 
which 1 have since endeaTonred to make atonement by fre- 
quent penance and mortification/' 

^^ And did you entertain the visionary, not to say the pre- 
sumptuous hope, that my father would abjure the religion 
whmin he has passed a long life, and among the ministers 
of which he^fiUs so distinguished a place ? Were you infatu- 
ated enough to imagine that, even if my own repugnance 
could be conquered, he would ever consent to my marrying 
an apostate ?" 

*^ In the proportion that eternity exceeds time/' replied 
Theodore, ^^ must your heai^nly Father be entitled to your 
obedience in preference to your earthfy parent : it will be 
your bounden duty, therefore, to disregard, and even to 
abandon Phffidrias, should he remain in his heathen darkness, 
unpersuaded by our arguments and deaf to our wishes." 

** Our arguments — our wishes !-^what arrogance is this ? 
Do you then dream that I have already consented to apos- 
tatize from the faith of my ancestors ? Let that hope for 
ever be discarded i" 

^^ In that case I must also resign another hope which I 
had once cherished. My line of duty will be clear and 
imperative : I must return to pursue at Alexandria the course 
chalkiad out for me by Heaven ; I must leave you for ever ; 
and if yourself and Phaedrias, after the light of the gospel 
has been thus held up before your eyes, turn from the true 
beacon, and pursue the path of paganism and of error, your 
fate is irrevocably sealed, and your portion in the world to 
come will be eternal and unquenchable fire !" 

<* Is it possible ?" asked Tilphosa, equally amazed and 
shocked at Ihe apparent unconcern with which he had de- 
nounced so horrible a doom ; is it possible that you can 
retain one spark of affection for me, or of regard for my 
father, and thus consign us to ceaseless misery without alter* 
ing a single muscle of your face ?" 

^< It is the boast of the Gnostics that they are Stoics as well 
as Christians ; the only Christians, indeed, who at all deserve 
the name. As I would make this perishabie and unworthy 
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frame subordiniite to tlie immortal soul that it enshrines, so* 
would I make the inferior passions and affections of the soul 
itself submissive to the interests and the diffusion of Chris*, 
tianity, the sole, paramount, supreme object by which a 
rational being should new be guided. Wise is it, according 
to our doctrine, to cancel all the feelings that do not imme-^ 
diately tend to this point ; wiser still not to have any lucii^ 
feelings whatever." 

*< And wisest of all, methinks, you might consistently add, 
to be no longer a human being, but a block <of marble, or 
any other inanimate object. I leave you, Theodore, to the 
consolation of such wisdom, and I will not fail to let my 
father know upon what modest conditions you will conde- 
scend to absolve yourself from the guilt of faithlessness to me 
ingratitude to him,and perjury to the gods !" — ^She spoke in 
a haughty tone, and quitted the apartment with a look in which 
she endeavoured to conceal deep mental distress beneath a 
contemptuous expression ; but irony and dissimulation were 
foreign to the honest fervour of her nature ; the struggle 
could no longer be maintained, and hurrying to her own 
apartment, she gave herself up to an unrestrained passion ciC 
tears and anguish. 

Phaedrias, still more exasperated against Theodore when 
he saw in his daughter's harassed and unhappy countenance 
ttoc consequences of his apostaey, would have driven him in- 
stantly and indignantly from his house ; but Tilphpsa, cling** 
ing even to the shadow of hope, implored that she might 
have another interview with him before they parted for ever. 
'* He may not — nay, he cannot be so stubborn and irreclaim* 
able as he appears," said the still enamoured girl ; ^' and at 
all events I would fully understand from his own mouth the 
"fascination of that new faith for which be is content to 
abandon love, gratitude, honours, home, country, every thing.^' 

Having wrung from her father a reluctant consent to this 
proposal, there were several long conferences between the 
lovers. In their discussions, Theodore, who was sincerely 
anxious to convert bis mistress, exerted all the force of an 
acute intellect, seconded by an eloquence which his recent 
pursuits had embellished and perfected, to accomplish his 
purpose ; reading to her such portions of the New Testament 
as he deemed most likely to convince her judgment and pen* 
etrate her heart. Tilpbosa listened to every thing with a deep 
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ezplanalioii, and ponderiag much at niffat upo& waat ahe 
liad heard during the day. 

But the benighted girl could not shake off the paganinn 
in which her heart and her imagination had so thoroughly 
been steeped ; white her filial duty, and the conviction of 
the -utter misery which her conversion wpuld entail upon her 
father^ rendering her deaf, even to tbe seductive whi£^>ers of 
love, she thus addressed her companion at the conclusion of 
their last sitting. The immoral actions of -some of our ddi- 
ties, and tbe frivolous characters of others^ I will not attempt 
to deny, still less to vindicate, though my good father assures 
me that many of these mythological tales are harmless alle- 
gories, while others involve mysteries into which it becomes 
not the uniniliated to pry. Believe me, dear Theodore, that 
I reverence most deeply and devoutly the pure exalted mo* 
rality and sublime doctrines of the new faith that you have 
embraced, nor do I deny the truth of any thing you have 
asserted. I am willing, therefore, to receive your divinity 
among those of our established religion, if, indeed, we do 
not already worship him : for we have in Arcadia, as you 
are well aware, an altar dedicated to the god cf^ goodness ; 
and so careful have the Greeks ever been to avokl even an 
unconscious impiety, that at Athens an altar is erected to the 
unknown god* But when you require me suddenly and at 
once to annihilate, as it were, all my former existence ; to 
forget the past as if it had never been ; to sacrifice my m^nory 
and my senses ; to wrench asunder every tie of love and 
friendship ; to repudiate all the deities from whose worship 
I have derived reHgious consolation ; to isolate myself from 
them and from mankind ; to tear up by the roots every asso- 
ciation of my mind ; to be bom anew, to turn inwards, and 
do exclusive homage, in the silent solitary temple of my own 
bosom, to one sole, awful, my^erious spirit, not represented 
1^ any visible symbol, nor adorned with the customary pomp 
fi libations and festivals, you demand from me more than my 
imperfect nature can concede. Our religion is eminently 
choerfiil and even companionable ; it is literally jovial ; the 
new faith, as represented by you, is surely stem, gloomy, and 
unaoeiai. Oh, Theodore ! bow often in our rambles have 
we adalured tc^ether the splendid pageant of the world, and 
Him anrpaning beauty of the earthy on which I have 
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the warm niiid, wkoae eyes I saw in th» Ibn^za^ a* dMf 
opened to the morning sbq ; whose voice i heaid in th« 
li^id^Ausficof sttbtcfrranean watevt ; while athoinand taieif 
traditions, and mystic associatmis converted it» whole aor- 
fiiceiotopoefr;; aiidnfmph8^83PiiNins,andlminetftaistgi'ing 
holy and pleasant habitation to the solitaTy f^aeea» enriehod 
reaiity with the bright hues of fiuMsy, and united heaven to^ 
earth as if ifn a perpetoaland gio^iotiB bridaL^ To cactir|>al0 
these is to pluoK out the soul of the earth ^ to atnltiC 
poets and ail the exalthig in^rations of the Muse ; to di 
crate ail the majestic statoea and noble paintings 4^ aftisia 
who derived their inspivalion from oor religion ; to degrade 
their worlcs into onmeaning canvass and blocks of inispirit^ 
ualiased marble ; and ev^ntnaily i» smother the heart and the 
fency beneath the ruins of 0yisey thing that gives el^«iee, 
cheerfulness, ajfkd significancy to oor daily life. To this great 
sacrifice, to ^ts mental suicide, for such it appears to me, i 
confese myself at present unequal. Even if the ereationa and 
the creed to which i cling be dreams and inventions, as yoa 
assert, habit ha»rendered then» » necessary to the sustenance 
of my imagination, as is the air I breathe to the support of 
iifb. You cannet suddenly charm the mind that has grown 
op with me out of ray bosom, and make it vanish away and 
leave me, as a bird flies from the nest in which it was bred. 
I have laid open to you, dear Theodore, ny whole heart* 
Neither my filial and social dtnie9,nor the convictions of ray 
reason, as they now exists will permit me to repudiate the 
religion in which I have been educated ; thougii I am net 
nnwilliog to assodate with it, so fkr as I am able, the new 
faith and the Deity whom you worship.'' 

How little the poor pagan giri understood of Christianity 
may be gathered firom this strange preposition, which had ])er- 
haps been part^ suggested by her earnest desire still to leave 
open the door of reconeiliatilm, and afford a plea to Theodore 
fcxrtheibMitmentofhisvows. The latter, howevMr, sternly de- 
claring such a con^[yromifle to be utterly inadmissibley signified 
hie intention, since alMiia ar^uraec^ had proved unavailing, 
to follow his straightforward path of duty, by qnittinf Gone 
for ever, and returning fosAwith to Alexandria. Lowering 
in* heir own estimation by this, cdd, peremptory rejection <^ 
die wnrfam A» had madet Tilpimaf anauHmhif aU her 
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woman^ft pride lo fire sfeftdioM and decimn to her voiee^ 
exclaimed, ^ Here, tben, we part, never, never to meet 
again 1 Theoddre, fareKreli ! may the gods forgive and blesa 
you i" And so saying, she burried from the room with an 
indignant, but a bleeding heart. 

That evening Theodore turned his back for ever uponCmift 
and the Temple of Pan. Pbsdrias bad refused to see him 
from the first moment, and remained inexorable to the last f 
but the roinistrants and the subordinates of the establishment^ 
who bad learned his defection, pursued him through the glea 
with taunts, reproaches, and revilings. Unaffected and al» 
most impassive, the young Gnostic, fortified in the conscious- 
ness that he was obeying the dictates of his religion, and 
acting up to the apathetic injunctions of the Stoics, neither 
noticed their insults, nor quickened his footsteps, nor altered 
a single muscle of his face ; neither, in all probability, would 
he have betrayed less imperturbability had he been aware, 
that Tilphosa, concealed among the trees in order to obtain 
a last lingering view of the deserter who still possessed her 
heart, fondly followed him with her straining eyes, until dis* 
tance and her fast-falling tears rendered Inm no longer visible. 
From that moment she never saw him again. 

More than one motive had influenced Theodore*s original! 
conversion to Christianity. Its manifest and incontestible 
superiority to the prevailing faith appeared so palpable to 
his own penetrative mind, that he imagined it must quickly 
convince all the rest of the world, universally supersede 
paganism, occasion the speedy desertion of its temples, and 
effect the total downfall of its priesthood. Ambition, as we 
have already stated, was the ruling, if not the only passion 
of his soul. His expected advancement in tlie Temple of 
Pan, by attaching him to a waning, if not an expiring 
religion, became now at once opposed to his convictions 
and his interests ; whereas, an unbounded career of distinc- 
tion and promotion might be conscientiously pursued in the 
new and rapidly increasing sect of the Gnostics, whicb 
already took precedence of all others in Alexandria. The 
mortifications, austerities, and stoical self*denial that they 
affected, were little repugnant to one whose passions were 
naturally cold ; and thus bis interests both in this world and 
the next, as well as his constitutional temperament, bombilied 
in qualifying ban to achieve distinction among the Gnostics. 



Hot had he nnstaken the beat of his geiiiuft^i Uniting tbt 
leanuDg of Greece, Egypt» &nd tho East ; a skilful dialec^ 
tician ; mighty in confutiUion ; rigid in his rnorality, even to 
an afiected .exemption bom ail the. iDfirmities of the fieslv 
he became ultimately a bishop ; ibr thus early had the infaji^ 
chareb, yielding to the temptations of spiritual pride, begwa 
to arrogate titles and distincdoDS for its ministers. Devoting 
himself, however, to (he letter, rather than to the spirit <^ 
CbrisUanity, and exercising his acute intellect upon roystor- 
lies and subUetiest he entered with a bitter, unsparing zeai 
into all the polemical strife of the period, fulminating 
XQ^iaees against the unconverted heathen^ and still bitter^ 
denuD<dations against those Christians who believed one 
particle either more or less than himself, as if he held in his 
owa hand the only keys that would open the gates of Para* 
dise and pf Hell. 

About Tilphosa and her father he gave hitQself little 
farther concern, looking upon them as perverse infidelsr 
wfilking in a wilful darkness, and therefore given over to 
inevitable and merited reprobation. Had he been disposed 
to marry, his vow would not, of course, have withheld him ; 
but he either felt no inclinations towards matrimony, or 
perhaps considered eelibacy as a duty imperatively incum* 
bent upon all religious professors, for the seeds of Mona* 
x^hism already had begun to develop themsdves among the ^ 
neophytes of the new faith. A keen casuist, an eloquent 
though fierce polemic, unblemished in his life, taming every 
passion but the spiritual pride and ambition which eventually 
carried him to the head of his sect, Theodore achieved the 
honour and power for which he had so indefatigably wrought,.^ 
and died in the full odour of what Was then considered to be r 
sanctity^ 

Tilphosa's indignation upheld her in the first moments of 
her deserticm, or perhaps she was too much stunned by a 
blow so violent and unexpected to be immediately sensible 
of its force ; but as the tide of grief again burst from her 
heart, the remains of her unquencbed, though unrequited 
love came with it, and every other feeling was swallowed 
up in deep apprehension for the welfare of Theodore. 
Believing that the avenging deities would visit him with 
some terrible calamity for the violation of his vow, it was 
her first care to offer propitiatory sacrifices upon the altar 
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iHiere he htd flw<mi Us oath, and to put up the nott lin- 
p«88ioned prayers for his forgivefiess. This dttty she never 
neglected darkig the whoI» renakider of her life, proeuriog 
herself after the death of PhsMlriaB, to be made a prieaten 
of Mitierva, becaose the teoiple of that goddess stood in 
€m near vicinity of the rirer Styx. In £e duties <^ her 
holy office, and in that exalted cofflmonion with the aolitiides 
of the external w^d and the imaginative creation of the 
nythologists, which before she surrmdered up her heart to 
Theodore, had transformed the sublime face of nature into 
"the countenance of a deity, filling her deep earnest spnrit 
-with a reverential religion, that gave direction and si^port 
to her whole life, she gradually recovered the serenity of 
her miDd. Several suitors, among the most distinguished 
of the knd, c^red their addresses ; but she told them that 
she had no longer any affections to bestow, and that even if 
she had, her solemn vow would for ever present an insuper- 
able barrier to her marriage. As Christianity b^gan to 
penetrate into the remote province she inhabited, it was her 
delight to interfere for the protection of the converts, ex- 
posed, as they often were, to the persecutions and maltpeat- 
ment of their pagan neighbours. To (bis she would have 
been prompted by her natural humanity ; but her benevolence 
derived an additional sweetness from the reflection that the 
people whom she was protecting were associated in then 
faith with her former lover. Never did she retire to rest 
vrithout pronouncing a fervent prayer for Theodore, whoee 
name, accompanied with a blessing, formed the last sounds 
that escaped from her dying lips. 

Had Tilphosa unconsciously imbibed the pure, the be- 
nignant, the loving spirit of Christianity, without its letter ? 
and was the stern, the intolerant, the ascetical, the ambitious 
Theodore, though he professed the gospel creed, still a 
stranger to the essence of its philanthropical doctrines, and 
^a pagan at his heart ?-*The reader must determine. 
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CHAPTER I. 

The magicians and conjurers who worked wonders upoa 
the vulgar elonaenta of matter, have lost their art, and h&ve^ 
passed away from among us ; but the veritable arch^imagey 
whose Thaumaturgicks claim for their scene of action Uie 
whole intangible and invisible world, — the potent wizard 
who, riding upon the wings of thought instead of a broom- 
sticky and wielding a pen for his charmed wand, commands 
it to do the biddings of his imagination, hath not yet alto- 
gether lost the power of his enchantments. Even the 
httntblest of these performers is omnipotent within bis own 
magic circle ; nor are Ovid's Metamorphoses more numerous 
and strange than those that he can accomplish with a single 
flourish of his transmuting quill. Behold I I have wav^d 
mine in the air — it hath subjected time and space to my 
wishes, and bey ! presto ! pass ! the rapt reader is suddenly 
whisked away from the second to the third century, and 
from the classic scenes of Greece to the haunts of barba- 
rians, beneath the stormy inhospitable skies, and amid the 
forests, fells, and morasses of Northern Germany. 

I>o yoo see yonder interminable succession ef dark 
frownmg woods, stretching for, far away, wKh swamps ind 
uncultivated wastes between, until they lose themselves ia 
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the distant line of the horizon, whither, if the eye could be 
transported, it would behold only a renewal of the same 
▼ast wilderness of trees, darkening on every side the new 
boundary of vision? It is the great primeval Hercynian 
forest, whence have originally issued the most civilized and 
illustrious nations of Europe, and which, at the time of our 
history, still overshadowed the greater portion of Germany 
and Poland. How venerable and even awful is the aspect 
of those gigantic oaks in the wild glade upon which we are 
now gazing, and bow black is the entrance of the dark 
-vistas that radiate from it here and there, and penetrate 
into the abysses of the forest! The rank weedy overgrowth 
of the morass on one side, and the solitary gloom that en- 
velops the other — for the clouds hang heavy and lowering 
over the whole frowning scene — impart to it a character 
singularly forlorn and dreary, aided perhaps by the loud 
croaking of innumerable frogs, and the crashing of the 
boughs as they wrestle with the chilly storm-gust. Peering 
timidly forth from the dark vault of yon umbrageous alley, 
you may perceive the projecting head of a rein-deer.* See ! 
it snuffs up the air, and plunges back into the woody depths, 
scared at the rustling of the leaves occasioned by its own 
antlers. 

No, the sagacious creature had better cause for its alarm. 
Behold ! two men, accompanying a sorry horse, laden with 
rude pottery, emerge from an opposite opening upon the 
glade. Both wear hide buskins with the fur outwards, their 
short garments of coarse woollen scarcely reach to their 
naked knees, while their green cloaks, bordered with red, 
being thrown behind them, expose their brawny, uncovered 
arms. The hair of both Is tied up in twisted knots on the 
top of the head, for which they seem to have no other protec-. 
<ion, unless they may occasionally avail themselves of their 
cloaks. One Is old, though still hale and vigorous ; his 
companion, a red, sunburnt, blue-eyed youth, whose beard 
has yet hardly begun to curl, exceeds the customary stature 
•even of the large-limbed Goths, and by the symmetry of his 



* In the early canturies, these animals found aeoBg«iiial haunt in 
"the «ubUs0 forests of Gonnany, where the cold must have been 
much more iniense than that which now prevails in the same 
regions. 
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Bb?0Dg-knit fonn, as urell as by his ioftjr port and bold open 
brow, seems better adapted for the trade of war, and for 
brandtshing the hooked halberd or lance, which be poises io 
bis inght hand, than for so hmnble an occupation as that of 
guarding a horseload of coarse pottery. As he gains the 
glade, he seems to enjoy the greater freedom of the open 
space, stalking in advance of his comrade with longstrides^ 
tossing bis weapon aldfl in the air, and making it ring, as 
«pon its descent he again catches it in his iron grasp. Hark I 
io his clear loud voice, as he begins to sing. 

** I loved, M a boy, in the tlrander's roer, 
When the sky was black and the waves were hoar. 
To. roam by the raging Baltic^s shore. 

In search of amber^— Harra ! 
I lored in the wild and warring night, 
Brighien'd at times by the flashing light, 
For an eagle's nest on the rooky height 

Alofl to clamber — ^Hurra ! 

Bat now that I wear a manly form, ' 

I long for the field where the heroes swarm, 

And te cross my sword in the battle storm 

With a valiant foeman-^Ham ! 
And most should I deem my fortune blest. 
Might I meet the mailM Southern breast to breast. 
And dash him to earth, and hack off the crest 

Of a haughty Roman — Hurra !" 

The youth^s muscles swelled, bis eyes kindled, and his fea- 
tures became flushed as he shouted the concluding ^' Hurra!" 
to which the startled forest echoed far and wide. He waited 
till his comrade and the horse had overtaken him, when he 
struck the shaft of his lance sharply upon the ground, petu- 
lantly exclaiming — " Father ! this is the fortieth day we 
bave been travelling through the forest, and we must now be 
approaching the great station of our countrymen ; but, by 
Thor the Snorer !* I shall be ashamed to mingle with those 
brave men, when my unshorn beard will betray that I have 
not yet killed an enemy in battle, and consequently have 

'' * The Gothic god Thor is said to have once occasioned an earlb- 

Siuake by his snoring ; and the giant Wada, the father of the far- 
amed Velint the Smith, wae kiHed by the foil of a roek, which he 
had ihakeii down by a similar nasal ezplonon I 
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Boi fteqirired (heriflii to o«l it off. Would y<m fcave f&mt 
«iil7 wmaimof mm paai for a coward, ov a youAf pneat? 
BoDMintor tte dajs of your owa yoatb. Have yon boI 
sAtti told me y»a had won die right to eat off your bevA 
arbea you wore only eicbteeo« aloioBt before you had 9, hoir 
apOB your chin that the shears could take hold of?'' 

^ Ay, hoy, tbat was when the Saroiatiani lauded in Gotii* 
iaodt and I left my afaeep to aeaiat in repulsing the piratea» 
three of whom I dew with a wood^cutter's hatchet. But 
patience, dear OI0& patience ! a day of equal good fortune 
may soon be in store for you ; and in the mean time, if you 
cannot brook facing your countrymen mih anunehom chin, 
you may e'en, if you think fit, follow the example of your 
cousin 8 weyo. A cunning young fellow is Sweyn Gundred !" 

** The false-faced craven i What ! would you counsel me 
to shave my beard before I have killed a foe, and so lyingly 
pass myself off for a better man than I am ? I would rather 
cut off my head itself!'' The high-spirited barbarian red- 
dened and snorted with indignation at the very thought of 
committing so cowardly and dishonourable an ^action. 

^^ Well, well," quoth the father, soothingly, as if anxious to 
pacify his cha&ig son, ^* let us dispose happily of the ven* 
ture with which we are now travelling, «id get paid for it in 
good old money, — ^that which is stamped With a chariot and 
two horsemen, for the Roman rouges now-a-days mix brass 
with their silver ;— let us get paid for it, I say, in old coin, 
-^Hnind you take not a single piece of the new, — uid per- 
chance you may become a soldier, and cut off an enemy ak 
well as your beard, before you again behold our cottage 
beside the stormy Baltic. Reroeinber, dear Otof 1 you are 
tim only one left to protect my old ag^^ Your brothers 
Erick, Si^friedf and Eother all periobed in the battle-field." 

^' Ay, father, and two of them before they were as old aa 
Iam» Happy Rother!. happy Erick! would I were with 
them ! for are they not now in the halls of Odin, drinking 
wine out of thescuUsof their enemies ? Ay^perhaps they are 
at this moment listening to the songs of the warlike virgins, 
till they again seem to mingle in the glorious fray, and ^out 
out the battle*ory of ' Waffen ! hurra !'* in whic^ the]: found 

*» WmSm V* ii a, wa««0ry tequanay iatmdimid in the anokat 
Genaui poemt. 



watk dear dd%bt when tlnqr were iqp^n eti^ ? Aad yet I 
thevld be iOfry to^Ieave you and n^ beloved BYyahiida,'* 

'^ WlioBiyoa bvre ao chance (^ wianii^ for your wife 
Qotil you poaaeas twenty head of cattle, for tbus miieh the 
eU churl her fttber bath plainly told you ; and this herd yes 
are ahnofit swnpe to obtain by {Hirsuing our ^eaent traffic^ 
wbereasy in the field of battle, you might be knocked on the 
head before you had earned enough to purchase a mgle^ 
b^fer*'' f 

'^But net till I had slain at leaat one enemy, and theii^ 
should I march proudly into the halls of Odin witli a smooth 
cbiOf and join the feast and the song with my brare 
brothers*'' 

*'* And what would become of poor Brynhiida» who loree^^ 
you so tenderly ?" 

<* Well, father, I will accompany you till our present v^ir 
ture is disposed of, «id then*—" 

'< Spoken like a dutifulson and a brave lad," interposed his 
father, who, knowing that Olof never violated a promise, was 
glad that he had U»U8 secured his company for the remainder 
of the journey. <^ Where will you find a merrier life," he 
GcmtiBuedf ^^ than we are now pursuing? With some few 
exceptions, we hare had the whole forest to ourselves during 
the last thirty days ; and though we are engaged upon a 
journey of traffic, you cannot say that I have stinted you in 
the pleasures of the chase. ' ' 

^' Pleasares ! Mortifications, you mean. Have I not been 
often compiled to give up the pursuit thi|t we might plod 
forward with oi|r lame horse and our miserable pottery ? If 
I may not be a warrior, I would be a hunter every day and 
all day Ibi^. What quarry have I killed? — only two elks 
and one w^f in the whole, for 1 reckon not the meaner game» 
The wild bull got away from me, though I bad twice booked 
biffl with my lance,, and I could not track him to his distant 
covert, because I had sworn by Odin to be a faithful guard 
lo you and to this troublesome borse-load of amber." 

'^ Of ^irtii^ware, dear Oloi; or pott^y, if you will. Speak 
not of amber, I beseech you, and especially in so loud a 
voice, for these open glades have shrewd echoes." 

*< Father, you bade me* be cautious to get good silrer for 
our merchandise ;' but* if you will take my advice, you witt 
rather take iron in exchange ; for he who wields a UmHf 
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Bvord win ncrer want silver or gold either. It is but a fool's 
office, melhinkfl, to tori and trouble to obtain what wo may 
Boize for Nothing. Surely it was meant by nature that cowards 
tmd slaves should till the ground, in order that soldiers and 
%rave men, when they are tired of fighting, may get their 
^srops ready made.* Make me a warrior, give me a round 
buckler ami a long sword in addition to my lance, and if 
there be any cattle within the Roman line, I will presently 
drive off the twenty bead that are to give me a title to 
Brynhilda, ay, and win a title to a barber too, or lose my Itfe 
in the attempt.'* 

** Patience once more, dear Olof. Only let us sell our 
earthenware, and the cattle and Brynhilda may perhaps be 
yours, without the smallest danger or trouble. Tou would 
not desert me now that our enterprise is so near its successful 
accomplishment f 

'^ Have you not my promise ?'' asked Olof, with an indig- 
nant expression, and he stalked forward in silence, which 
bis father cared not farther to interrupt, for he saw that the 
youth, though usually cheerful and obliging, was in no com- 
placent mood. The travellers again penetrated into the 
forest, and we shall avail ourselves of their temporary dis- 
appearance to give a brief account of them and of their pre- 
sent object. 

Sweyn Ludwig, th^ father, belonging to a Gothic tribe, 
settled on the southern borders of the Baltic Sea, had been, 
in the course of his stormy life, a fisherman, a shepherd, a 
pirate, and a warrior, from which various labours it had been 
bis fortune to achieve wounds and disappointment rather 
than profit ; while his krge family and his own improvidence 
bad assisted to steep him in a poverty that might be deemed 
extreme, even where all were poor. The boy Olof, however, 
accidentally picked up on the shore a mass of sea*>amber^ a 
substance of which the Romans had at this period become 
8o immoderately fond, for the purpose of fabricating it into 
trinkets and ornaments, that they purchased it at the most 
exorbitant prices. For some time'^the prize was tossed 



* Had Olof ever heard of Herodotus, he might have quoted hie 
authority for the assertion that ** It has not been given by the gods 

to one and the iame ootmtry to ^oduce rich eropn and wariike 
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ttbout in Ludwig^s bovri as a playtinog foil' the ehilidpen, no 
one suapecting its value ; but no sooner bad the ^tonished 
and delighted father received four oxen in exchange ibr it, 
from ar beHer informed member of bis own tribe, than ho 
abandoned every oUier pursuit, and employed his remtdning 
cbiidren — for his three elder sons had already perished in 
batde — in roaming the shores of the Baltic to seek for this 
precious material, as it was thrown up by the waves. Heavy 
storms were the most favourable periods for finding it, so 
that Olof, accustomed from his boyish <lays to brave Uie fury 
of the elements, would plunge into the raging sea, and swim 
about in the foaming breakers, as if he were himself, like the 
amber of which he was in search, a product of the deep. 
' To control so bold and warlike a spirit was no easy ta^ 
for his parents, who were most anxious to keep him at home, 
not only because he was doubly endeared to them as their 
sole surviving son, but because they looked forward to his 
protection and asustance in their declining yeara. As he 
gvew older, his father gave him a trifling interest in the 
produce of whatever amber he found ; and in order to vary 
a mode of life from which his son had repeatedly testified 
Us aversion, he allowed him now and then to accompany 
Urn in his journeys to the Roman frontier for the purpose 
of selling his merchandise. The prospect of these excur- 
sions, and above all the mutual attachment which had sprung 
op between the young amber-finder and the fair Brynhilda, 
had hitherto kept him at home, in spite of his roving dispo- 
sition and military aspirations, which, however, became more 
difficult to restrain with every passing year ; nor would he 
perhaps have been able to control the evident bent of his 
genius, but that the Goths, with all their love of freedom 
and license, had a high sense of the duty and obedience due 
to parents. Ludwig and his son carried with them, on the 
present occasion, a richer lading of amber than they had 
ever previously conveyed, for the better securing of which 
against any prying or furtive wayfarers whom they might 
encounter, they had carefully concealed it among a lading 
of coarse earthenware, assuming ia their own persons the 
appearance of itinerant potters. No suspicion of their real 
character was excited by the fine martial figure or hooked 
lance of Olof, for many of the young Go& were almost 
gigantic in their statural and ft w cared to travel through the 
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gimt JEMfVfll kk Ihqpf tknaf oT Tidenoo widipvt 
sort. 

ToQDg Olof had com ie n c ed kn jonnoy wttk tbegmater 
pIcAfure and «laeri(7, bectwe there was to be a jneetiag <m 
the baoki of the Majme of eome tribes of the Atemaimi,* with 
whoBB the Goths were about to form a confederaey for an 
united «ttsck upon the Romaiis; andhehadfuUydetoinniaed 
to participate in thedangersand thegleriesof hisoouotryoieB^ 
after he had redeemed his pledge bj guardiog the amber until 
it had been safely sold. Anc^fcher equally powerful motive 
increased his anxiety to leaeh die place of rendezvouSy for 
tlttther had-firynhilda departed some days before he left his 
home. Her iatheri the principal smith or armourer of tho 
tribOy an office of no mean consequence among that unciv- 
ilised and warlike people, had gone forward with thochieist 
taking his daughter and his whole establishment with Inm* 
It was not unusual, indeed, for the Go As, even in hostile 
eipeditioas of the^most perilous nature, to be accompanied 
by their families, flocks, and herds, since the ctoices of 
war might enable them to settle in a better dimale or. soil 
than that which they had quitted; while, as they only od- 
tivated the earth for their immediate support, and could load 
their numerous wagons with the tents and boveb in which 
the greater part of them lived, they had little attachoaent to 
any particular localities. The fields they prized the Ughest 
were those wluch others had tilled, and that was the dearest 
home where the greatest plunder was to be obtained. 

* After the MarcosMumi and thoir allies had removed from the 
Rhine, varioos Iribea from Gaul, taking the name of AU-men^ or 
Alemanni, and finally conferring it upon Germany, which began to 
be called AUemania about the time of the Antonines, occupied the 
lands BOW eupposed to form the Doehy of Wirtemberg. 
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CHAPTEB. II. 

LvDwiG and his soa continued their journey' through the 
wild, &r-»tretcbii^ forest, until an alteration in the character 
of tb^ seeoery betrayed that they were at lepgth lipproacfaiag 
the woodland town or, station, where the conference of the 
chieftains was to be held, and where tfa^ amber-dealers ex> 
pected to. meet the merchant to whom they usually sold their 
store of that commodity. As they drew near; they observed 
large droves of hogs, attended by their swinejierds ; farther 
in advance, numerous trees had been cut down for fuel, or 
for the construction of the wooden houses; while the opea 
spaces thus created, although only half cleared, were cul- 
tivated with the rude husbandry of a people who had no 
particukr respect for agriculture^ and were far from sure 
that they might not be necessitated to change their habitation 
befoi^ they could reap what they bad sown. After passing 
these patches of slovenly tillage, our travellers encountered 
several exten9ive savannas, or opian forest glades, the fine 
pasturage of which had been the principal inducement for 
forming a settlement in their immediate vicinity. They wera 
covered with flocks and herds ; . but the cattle, though ap« 
par^tly of a very hardy and productive kind, were small, ill- 
formed, and without horns. These, however, being no defects 
in the estimation, of young Olpf, who had never seen any of 
the large-horned beeves of the south, he eyed them wistfully^ 
regretting that they did not belong to an enemy, that he might 
dash among them, and carry off the twenty head which 
should entitle him to claim the hand of the fair Brynhilda* 
Armed, watchers ax^d herdsmen, provided with horns for 
giving an alarm, yere stationed at every outlet, and the 
travellers wete repeatedly cbaUonged and ^estioned by dif- 
ferent scouts as th^y advanced^* 

Old Ludwig exchanged friendly greetings with the 
kerdtmen, and drawing a leathern bottle from the recesses 
of his pottery, quaffed a copious draught of the malt liquor 
it contained, an4 then handing it to his son, who was not 
slow in following his example^ he suffered tbeirjaded bea^ 
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to refresh himself at a pond, around which the cattle were 
collected^ lowing at the newly-arrived party as if they knew 
them to be strangers, l^us recreated, our oetensible pot- 
ters soon reached the colony of their Gothic Inrethreny who 
were hardly yet reconciled to permanent and fortified 
towns** The present station had originally been a spa- 
cious enclosure, surrounded with a dry moat and a mound 
of earth, secured with stakes and palisades, to which 
intrenched camp the warriors committed their families and 
cattle when they marched out to seek an enemy or repd an 
hiTader. This rampart, such as it was, still remained, 
strengthened in its whole interior circumference by a circle of 
heavy wagons lashed together with osiers ; but instead of the 
tents and temporary horels of its pristine oocapants, our 
travellers now found a sufficient number of buildings to 
convey the impression of a town, or rather of a lai^strag-* 
gling village, built without the smallest regularity; for these 
forest Arabs cherished freedom too highly to follow any 
other inpulse than that of their own will, even in the loca- 
tion of the humblest hut. Independence, individual as well 
as collective, was the darling object to which they willingly 
sacrificed many of the enslaving advantages of civilization. 
In the majority of their edifices neither stone, brick, nor 
tiles were employed ; they were low circular structures, 
built of rough timber, thatched with straw, and pierced at 
the top to allow a free passage for ibe smoke. Others, 
however, were of much larger dimensions arid more solid 
materials, and those that were the most recently erected 
showed that architectural improvement had at this period 
begun to penetrate even into Germany, at least upon its 
southern borders. 

Several of the good housewives flocked around our travel- 
lers, some to ask the news — for they knew them to be great 
wanderers-^and others to chaffer for their ware ; but the 
pctter declarif^ that he could not esdiibit his goods to 
advantage until he bad unladen his beast, and inviting them 
to deal with him on the following morning in the market- 

• «* When the GenavM eomnuuided the Ubii of Cologne to east 
off the Roman yoke, thev insisted on the immediate demolition of 
their walls, the badgei of their eervitude, reminding them that even 
wild beaete degenerate when they«re kept in con&ettent."— Gib- 
bon, vol. i. oap. uu 



piace^ passed on to the residence of the trader to whom be 
ilsoally sold his nierchamlise. They found hkn at home^ 
when Ludwig^ beckoning^ him into a stable at the back of 
the house, shut and secured the door, carefully deposited 
the earthenware -upon the ground, ferreted the amber out 
of its hidden receptaclesr rubbed every piece with his cloak, 
displayed it in the most advantageous light, enlarged upon its 
beauty, and immediately began to wrangle and huckster about 
the price. In his time of poverty he bad been reckless and 
improvident ; but no sooner did his new trade open to him a 
prospect of saving a little money, than he became thrif^ and 
eyen sordid, endeavouring to compensate himself for hav- 
ing sold his first parceb of aihber too cheap, by extorting 
more than their value fbr all his subsequent ventures. Of 
this failing his present chapman was so perfectly aware, 
that their mutual higgling rather resembled a fierce alterea* 
tion, during which their agitated, crafty, and furrowed faces, 
for both were stricken in years, offered a marked contrast to 
the yocmg Goth, as with his tall erect figure, large UmbSf 
and smooth open countenance, he poised himself upon his 
lanee, and looked calmly on, recalling, as the different 
pieces of amber were produced, the circumstances that had 
attended his finding them. " Ay, I picked up that larger 
lump on the day I saved the lives of the two fishermen ; and 
the long piece when I swam off to the wreck, and came 
ashore with three coils of cordage on my shoulders ; and 
the small bright ball when I lell from the high rook into the 
sea, in pursuing the eagle whose wing I had broken with a 
stone." 

Tired at length of witnessing a contest that threatened 
to have no end, and in which he took Uttle interest — for he 
had a supreme indifference about money, beyond the sum 
requisite to purchase the ibur^ooted settlement for his lady 
Jove— rOlof left tlie chafferers to finish their bargain at 
leisure, and sallied forth to seek an interview with the fair 
Brynhilda. Her father, Hornbog Jarl, was, as we have 
already intimated, the most skilful smith and imnorer of his 
tribe, and we have only to recollect the importance of such 
fimctions to a i^ommunity of rude barbarians, who culti- 
vated no higher arts than those of war, in order to feel that 
Jiis occupation, however undignified it may sound to modern 
•wrSf BQSI m those days have been held in the very highest 
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•rtimilitn. ffit dmiliagf • kige tern JiIm «taeliim, wi« 
dbided into MVtnl apaitmefite ; and so ftr wis bonort 
Jail fran bang athamed of Us calling, tbat he had fillad 
op tiie mosl apaeioas of thaae* through wlucb k was necea^ 
aary to paaa befoio fou coidd reach &e o<hei8» as a aouthf^ 
fittoiahed with a forge» aoviU bellawa, aad all the nmak 
apparailiis of the tn& aa it was then piaetiaed* Betide 
the glowing fire at the time of OIoTb entraacer aiocag 
gereni commoD vrorkmen, stood JarPs partoer and righf 
h«id man, Wc^^ang the dwarf,, as he was caUed ; 'thcragh 
he woidd not have been thus stigmatized by any other peo- 
ple than the Goths» who being generally of lofby stotnre^ 
lo^ed down with contempt upon these who were in the 
smallest degree curtailed of the large prc^wrtions which 
liberal nature had assigned to themselves. WolQjang was 
bow-legged and nodersized, disadvantages which were 
atoned by a braw4iy breadth of %ure, and the superiority 
of museiilar strength in his arms tbat rendered him more 
4han a match for the most powerful men of his tribe. His 
eyes were red, and his bull-shaped bead was crowned witib 
a shock of coarse red hair, an appendage wfaieh also 
tluckly covering bis arms and bis chest, imparted to bim an 
animal and wolf-ltke character^ that assorted well with his 
fierce yet cunning physiognomy. It was ramoured, indeed^ 
by some, that be had been suckled by a wolf, since ha had 
been found, when a boy, running wild in the forest ; but 
this imputation had probaUy arisen* from his fiimi^ Ukeoesa 
to the animal in question. Others suspected that he was 
the son of an elf, or of ap old forest witch, well known to 
have haunted the purlieus near which he had b#en discov- 
ered»<and to have been in the habit of killing the cattle 
with elf-arrows, drying up the cows' milk^ making the swine 
mn wild, and playing other mischievous pranks. All 
agreed, however, that something supernatural attached to 
hun, though no one knew precisely what : an impresrion 
which mf^ have been created by his marvellous success 
in all bis undertakinga. Saab was hia good fortune, or 
rather his superior craft and sagacity, that no ambuscade or 
eotorprise of his suggestion bad ever been known to f«l ; 
while the swords which he msnufactuxed were not mslf 
acknowledged to be of umivaUed quality^ both for strength 
aad shsipSsmj but were supposed to passow a 
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SMtgicBl powtr of ieSm^g ibmt iretfen «giiiifljt eadhaiii- 
iBieBly and ^ enititig off.^icttiioi' ketds wkfa more feeilii^ 
dMo mnj other ureapons. PerJiap« this ddiMioii w«8 ]ni>- 
dMOMi iiy the two or three Riinie dhecAcleni wUeb be bad « 
leeroed from a prkst, and had akill eaougfa. to stamp upea 
the Uade; hut wheoceaoerer the notioB enginatedi iti 
preraleiiee oecanooed mich a demaBd ibr the Wolfgang 
efresde, for thus were ^|^ named afler their maker^ Ihe^ 
Hombog Jarl, in order to secure the profits of his rapidlgr- 
iooreamog tmde hy preveoting^ so valuable a foreman from 
quitting him, had reeently iaken him into partnerehip, and 
bad «reft hdid out hopes of giving him in raeirriage hia 
daiig^t^.BrynhiMa, of whom the dwarf, little as he might 
seem worthy to be her lover, had become fiercely eOMSUKired* 

Although Olof was not yet aware that he was lo ecfflmdar 
this doughty personage as his rml, there had sever beeft 
moj good- will between them ; and in order to mortify the 
cbjeet of his dislike, he took care to draw up his own fine 
figure to its full height, exclaiming, os he atalked Into the 
saithy — ^''Good morrow. Dwarf; I woald have speech of 
Hombog Jari : where shall I find hkn V^ 

*^ Among the swords, where you have never been, or you 
would noft still wear your t»eard," was the reply, accom*- 
paaied by a contemptuous grin that dischNied (he wolf4ikt 
fimgs of the speaker. 

** I wish you were an enemy of the Goths* that I mighty ' 
at yotur expense, earn a title to lose it,'^ retorted Olof, red- 
deiuiig with sudden anger. 

^^ You may at any time try your luck with me aa a firiend,*^ 
said WoMgaog, aneeringly. 

^ By Thor the Snoreri if I weve not ashamed to fight 
with a dwarf, I would ask you to lend me a swords that I 
aught take you at your wmrd* Might I not pat you on a 
par with me, fay suffering you to oombal on a iwo-foot |^t- 
6nmf for your legs, ael take it^are thus much shorter thaa 
mme?" 

*^ I have less seed of long legs than, you, for I have*no 
disposition to ran away. Did you jaever notice, good aa^ 
ber«&har^ that the deer and the hare> and att the limidaoi" 
midsof ^htt^et^iV^in^^^^-^^^^* whilethelioB 
and the bull, and those bolder creatures that are maant for 
•tftadc^earry all their slreaigtbinrfoeHl." ihajkis^^bul^ 
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4MbeMAf and oototratching his brMmy anns, as if to cor- 
iroborate tim statement, the dirarf conikmed,*-^* When we 
measure swords togetbea', I will n^faer ask for a plalfonn, 
nor for so many witnesses as are now present to iriterri^t our 
eport ; but if you are willing to contend with me in a trial of 
fitrength for five pieces of silfer, behold ! I am now ready." 

**' Ready and wilting !" cried Olof, whose superior force 
and vigour had generally made him the victor in all umilar 
contests. 

^' Begin then with this horse-shoe/' said Woifgang, ** and 
try whether you can draw it into a cif«le." 

Olofs most strenuous endeavours to do so proving un- 
availingy ho tossed the iron upon the ground, declaring that 
it was impossible ; when his antagonist took it up, held it 
between iris legs, and with the united force of his hands and 
knees, pressed the two extremities together. ^' This is trick 
«nd management, not sheer strength ; and besides, £ have 
not, like you, the advantage of deformed bow-legs," cried 
the young Goth, willing to soften his defeat by a aarcasm. 

** Perhaps you can restore it to its former shape, and we 
will neither of us use our legs," said the victor, who became 
provokingly calm the moment he saw the diafing inood of 
Iris opponent. Olofs utmost efforts to aceompliidi this feat 
i>eing equally inefiectual, his adversary took the iron, rested 
•it upon the back of his neck, and pulling at it with a hand 
on mther side, presently bent it back into its prisdne form. 

*^ AH this is artifice and contrivance, and depends upoa 
the knack of handling it," again cried the vanquished party ; 
^* I would have a trial of Adr open strength." 

*' Take, then, this double sledge-hammer, and let the five 
pieces be awarded to htm who with a single blow shall make 
the deepest dent in yonder anvil." 

** Ay, that will be an honest test," cried Olof ; when, 
grasping the ponderous tool, and summoning all his strength, 
be ddtvered a blow4hat deeply impressed the mass of iron 
whereon he struck, 

** Now it is my turn^-Hurra for the five pieces of silver 1" 
shouted the dwarf, and giving the huge hammer a circular 
swing with both his arms, it descended with suchforoe that 
the anvil was split in half, while the whole house shook with 
the concussion. 
' ^* You sImU have theifive pieees as^ soon as I see my fa- 
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ther," growled the disconcerted Olof, *' and I was a ibol 
to contend with a wild dwarf, the son of a forest e}f> who 
conquers by sleight-of-battd and magic.'' 

" You have spoken one truth in calling yourself a fool, 
but all that you have asserted of nfo is a He," said Wolfgang. 

Olof grasped his speltr, and was venting his indignatioti 
in a menacing rejoinder, when Hornbog Jar], startled at the 
stunning noise he had heard, hurried into the smithy, and 
had no sooner learned its cause, and marked the fierce aspect 
of Olof, than he laughed heartily at his folly in attempting 
a trial of strength with the iron-sinewed Wolfgang, and 
taking his arm, led him into an inner apartment, in order to 
prevent any more serious conflict between the competitors^ 
The chamber to which Olof was thus conducted proved to 
be a species of armory, within which were assemblcKl several 
of the Gothic chiefs, handling, assaying, and admiring the 
different swords of Wolfgang's manufacture with the delight 
and enthusiasm of modem amateurs when in the studio of 
an eminent sculptor they hang enraptured upon a collection 
of his chefs- d*(BUvre. Their unmeasured praises of the 
artist were so little agreeable to their new auditor, that he 
took Jarl aside, and bluntly telling him he had come to see 
his daughter, not to Hsten to idle flummery about the spawn 
of an elf^woman, asked whether he might not be allowed 
to converse with Brynhilda. 

^* Few seem to forget the girl when they have once seen 
her," said the father, smiling complacently ; " and, by the 
blue eyes of the goddess Freya, I wonder not at it ! Pass out 
at this door, cross the yard where the grinders are at work, 
and in the out*building beyond it you will And her.*' 

Losing not a moment in availing Kmself of the permisnon 
thus given, Olof opened the door of Brynhilda's apartment^ 
whom he found seated behind a rude loom weaving woollen 
doth^ almost the only art practised by the Gothic females. 
Free ftom all the prudery and concealments of civilized lifey 
she started up with such alacrity as to overset the loom, and 
running towards her visitant, welcomed him with a frank 
and cordial delight that sent the blood into her fhishiog liice 
and bosom. Olof thought he had never seen her look so 
handsome ; and perhaps he was not mistaken, for pleasure 
and surprise are great brighteners of female charms, nor 
w^e Brynhilda's suob as could be contemplated at any time 
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wklioot addiMtaiMi. la Ae uocoiiatniotd movementB of 
her fiae fbnii, which evto exceeded the unial height of her 
eountrywooien, there was am untfibded lofitaness, not to saj 
imyes^i only to be found ki dioae^ coramaDities where the 
womoni ftdmiUed to an equal partieipfttion of social rigto, 
and the objects of uKtmr iaUe fespect^ feel as they ought the 
dignity of their own aature. This was eminently the case 
amongthe Goths, and is of itself sufficienttoredeeni them fix>B 
theiraputatiDn of domestic barbarism, howererrude, ignorantt 
and uDciviliaied roigbt be their general habits. Brynhilda's 
bright brown hair fell below her waist ; her eyes were blue ; 
ber akin naturally lair and transparent ; but habitual expo- 
sure to tBe weather had sHgbtly tami^ed the original soft- 
aeis and delicacy of her compksion, while her counteaaooe 
a character of resolution almost bordering upon 
which would haidly be deemed sufficiently femi- 
mne in a modern beauty. 

After the first congratulations and welcomiogs, which 
were of the moat hearty, uareserred nature on the part of 
Brynfailda» and yet consistent with the strictest decoruto> she 
Mpeated her delight at the arrival of her lover, since she 
might now hope to be relieved from the hated importamtiea 
of Wolfgasg, who, being counteoanced by her fat^, had 
latterly began to pester her with his addresses. Olofs sur- 
prise at this information could only be equalled by hia 
ungovemaUe rage. He clutched his spear, and swore that 
bad he been aware of the dwarfs insolence, he would not 
have parted from him so easily at their last interview. Lay** 
iag her white hand upon the sweUieg muscles of the arm 
that grasped the weapout shaexclaimed in a persuasive voice* 
^ Be pacified, dear Olof ; let it suffioe you to know Hurt I 
detest Wolfgang, and that no one but yourself possessea 
my love i an avowal which I hesitate not to make because 
I abhor deceit, nor is there any thing in the coitfession of 
which I oi^t to feel ashamed. But ^e must neither of us 
oAnd my father ; and as you could not do this more un- 
pardooabty than by quarrcUing with his partner, you rmust 
promiae me not to provoke bia^ and above aB, to refraio 
fifom any omitest with Um.'' 

^ Tbe hag-^bora, ced-eyed, bandy-legged, foul-featured 
dwarf!" ^xclaaaaod fbe lovier, who in the soreness of faw 
vaeent defeats iUt4e«Uyiaeenaed against Iris mal 4 <« weald 



Aat we we» aiMie tog^lker in nomm ffaMte df iIme lamt^ 
«id in wfke of bis nugieal swords, and »I1 bis de^h^ to 
booty I would try whether my trusty spe^v couM not pefto- 
tate bis wolfs hide.'' 

*^ You are upright and HoswipfdmiB^ deer (^f: WolfgasK 
is crafty and caicUlatiiig. To the lion's stieDgtb he adds 
the eunning of the fox, and if be eould not mastet you ia 
fior fight, of whicb I dream not, he wodd eircvntvent you 
by sonae accursed device of witchcraft. Nay, you must posi* 
lively promise me that you wSI keep on civil terms with him." 

After much iraporlDnity, Olof, won by her alfectionate 
eixtreaties, gave the required pledge, and Brynhilda, imme* 
diately changing the conversation, expressed a hope that 
when he presented himself with the stipulated herd of cattle, 
her fa^r, remembering his conditional promise, would 
accede to their rnvtual wisdies, however strong might be the 
motives that had hitherto impelled him to give a preference 
to Wolfgang. 

** And in that case,'' cried Glof, eagerly, ** there will be 
nothing to prevent our immediate marriage." 

^^ You are mistaken," said Brynhilda, firmly ; ^^ even thra 
^ou will not be fully qualified to claim my hand. I have 
acknowledged that I love you, but I love your honour and 
fair fame still more dearly. Until you have entitled yourself 
to be enrolled among the Gothic warriors by slaying an 
enemy of our nation, you ought not to dream of marriage ; 
nor is it fitting that the daughter of Hornbog Jarl should 
give ber band to one who carries a badge upon his chin 
which none but priests can wear with perfect honour." 

^* Curses on ray disgraceful beard ! I am a thousand 
times more antioos to lose it than you can be, for I am 
twitted with it wherever I go ; even the filthy dwarf has 
gibed at it. I had lost it long since but for my father and 
the paltry amber. However, we are now at war with the 
proud Romans ; we are not fiir distant from their firontfeis, 
and I willingly consent to definr our marriage till I can 
claim you as a free and enrolled warrior of the Goths." 

*^ I wish you were such even now, dear Olof, for to- 
0IOITOW we are invited to a great banquet given by Thidrek, 
the King of the Alemanai, our i^ies, and ray Ikther is privi- 
leged to take with him a party of our fi^ends ; but for the 
^lory of our nation he would sot suflbr a bea^ to be^eeeA 
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in htfl train; nor indeed flfaonM I riayself denre it, akhoogh I 
foresee thai Woiigaag will be my escort to tbe festife 
seene." 

^^ The ioQl fiend and the fire-drake fly away with him I 
am I to be ibr ever fiouted and sapi^anted by a iitdeous 
wild dwarf found in the woods ? O that I might ixf whe- 
ther he widda the sword as potently as he does the hammer 1" 

*^ Remember^ that you have promised to keep peace witb 
him, and that the word of a brave Goth is ever held sacred* 
Haxk ! methought I heard my father calling me." 

^*No, dearest Brynhilda t 'twas biat the voice of one of 
the sword-grinders in the yard, the grating of whose noisy 
wheels is worse than tbe dying clamour of a whole herd of 



awine." 



*^ For shame, dear Olof ! it sliould be music to a warrior's 
ear. It is not unacceptable even to mine, since it tells me 
that the d«y is near when you will honourably win the name 
of a Gothic soldier. Hist I it is indeed my father's voice. 
Farewell I farewell ! Forget not the cattle you are to pur- 
chase, and let me soon hear their lowing*" 



CHAPTER III. 

In obedience to the parting injunction he had received, 
our young Goth hastened in search of his father, whom it 
was mucii easier to find than to extort from him the propor- 
tion of the money which he came to denMnd^ Lud wig could 
so little bear to part with silver when it had once found its 
way into his pouch, thai although Olof, at the repeated and 
imminent risk of bis life, had collected the whole of the 
amber, he grudged him the sum he had prpmiaec^ r the 
purchase of the cattle, chaffering wilh.th^ boo, ^^aom he 
really loved better tlian any thing else in the world except 
money, as if he were striving to overreach an enemy. Olof 
having at length obtained a sufficiency for his purpose, set 
off with the resolution of immediately seeking the dealer to 
whom he had been lecoauneodedf that he might buy the 
herd, and drive it forthwith into the yard at the back of the 



smith's house ; hat recoltecting^ hefore he had prcmeededi 
iktf that he owed five pieces to Wolfgang, and scomtng to 
remain under an ohligation to him any longer than was 
absolot^y necessary ^^ he returned to the smithy, in order to 
get out of his debt before he iittended to any other concern. 

As it was now ev^ning^ he fotind the workmen with their 
friends sitting on benches, or stretched upon the ground on 
the outdide of the bnitding, some quafiing horns of ale, 
others shouting snatches of their war-songa, although the 
greater number were gathered into groups and playing at 
dice, a game to which the whole German people were 
passionately, not to say madly, addicted. Not jfkr from the 
building, Olof encountered a little decrepit old man, leading 
off a large^limbed powerful youth, who^ after having gam- 
bled away all that he possessed in the world, had desperately 
staked his liberty upon the cast of a die, and was now quietly, 
and witiK>ut any very visible dejection, accompanying the 
winner, that he might be sold into slavery for the remainder 
of his life. His superior strength and speed might have 
easily enat^led him to avoid this miserable fate^ and to make 
his escajpe into the forest : but he would have disdained 
even .to save his life by an action which would have been- 
universally condemfned as dishonourable : so ancient is the 
notion that there is something peculiarly infamous in shrink- 
ing from those voluntary obligations, for which no equivalent 
has been given, and for the enforcement of which the krw 
has made no provision. 

As Olof advanced to Wolfgang, who was deeply engaged 
at dice,- he concluded, by the more than usnially malevolent 
expression of his countenance, that he was a loser : a con- 
jecture which was presently confirmed by the execrations 
he growled forth as he handed over several pieces of money 
to his opponent. **SoJi!" whispered the observer to 
himself, not without a secret feeling of satis&etion, — ^* in 
spite of his mother's sorcery, the hag-born whelp cannot 
succeed in every thing : his witchcraft has no power over 
the dice, though it may enable him to bend a horse-shoe, or 
to split an anvil." He continued to look complacently on, 
wtttching the repeated losses c^ his rival, tintil the latter, 
tDHtteiinff angry curses between his clenched fangs, declared 
that all his money was gone, and be wouk] play no longer. 
So wtent had be.be»n on his dice, that he had not appeared 
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to Doliee Olof^ wfat> now steppuiff fermtrdf reptid him tiw 
fife pwcses, taking tbem firem Uie poueh ia ivbieb tkef hftd 
been careMlj enfeloped bj bk fitthsr. The dwaifUi red 
ejpee g^wed a* the aifhl of tiMtr ahiiiii^ coanpaQiOos^ as 
they fell tkdding beek iato their seee})laeleY and tfar owmg 
dowB the fife pieces opoBr the gioiqidy he said taea&igly to 
Obf : ^* Hoi what aajr youy youi^ emhcr-fisher ? Hsfd 
jeu courafe eaougfh, aAer your defeat in the antthy^ to east 
VB^ a die Ibr five ^neces ?'* 

The term appMed to htms which he always consideFed as 
hidignityt woold alone have provoked him to aecq^t the 
eteaUenge^ and he eagerly retorted the injtnioiis phrase, 
ezalaiaiDg :** Ay; dmii^ with all my heart. Weabatthere 
meet upon equal terms, for your mother's magic seems not 
to have extended to the dice-box." So saying, both parties 
threw the dice into the air, but Wolfgang's proving to be a 
higher cast^ he picked up the ten pieces, and then, reminding 
his opponent with a aneer that they now met upon equal 
tenns^ dared him' to doubte his stake. A circle of observers 
having now gathered round them^ OloCs pride waa piqued, 
his blood was up at the insulting manner of his rival, and he 
loased down tan pieees, in the hope ctf" reco^ring what he 
had lost* Fortune again^ proving advene, they were taken 
up by Wolfgang, who continued, by gibes and jeers, to irri* 
late his rival to freah trials,, until Olof had lost att temper 
and discretion, and Ivith them every one of the silver pieces 
that he had received from bis father. ^^ How say you, yoiBig 
amber-fisber ?'* cried the dwarf, making his heavy poach 
fatde as he secured it ia bis leathern girdle ; '^ yon have 
confessed that we meet upon equal terms ; we cannot play 
for your heard, for you have not yet acquired a right to cut 
it off; but if you have a mind to stake your liberty, like the 
comrade who just left us to foe soki as a slave, we may still 
continue ous sport/' 

^< No, dwalf, no r" n^ed the loser with the cdmoess of 
despenuion, ^^ £ had rather toss up for my hfe than.for my 
Dreedom ; but let as agaift throw ^e dice, and whoever has 
the hkhest cast ^ali cut off the right hand ef the other." 

^Ho! ho! I sKiH want my right head to count Of er the 
aaoaey I havo won," cried the dwmrf, f^di a trkrniphait 
chuckle; and so sayiag be ie*unied iatei^te smithy, caBrag 
Ml befim he shut tta door, ^ Aadlyeaiiiaf want yeMn^ti 
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fife to Biyiihikhi; tfast is to sef, when fou hsve got 
«K>ther bag of iilvor to purchase the twentT beofes. Ho i 
ho!" 

This coacluding taunt, and the hofso-laugh lliat it elicited 
£roiii the bystanders, completed the dtscomiliire of ^e un* 
fortunate loier, who, casting a menacing look at the assem- 
blage, snatched up his spear, which lie had stock in the 
gsoondy and walked hastily away from the scene of action. 
Stranger as he usually was to any self-command, he had 
hitherto concealed his mortification and rage under an 
assumed indifference, lest he should increase the triumph of 
his rival ; but now that he might indulge iris wrath without 
witnesses, and under the gathering gloom of night, he gave 
fidl vent to his ebullient feelings, striking his forehead with 
his clenched fistr cursing his own folly for gambling with 
the son of a forest witch, and grasping his spear as if her 
would wreak his violence upon the first living object he 
should encounter* The more he reflected upon the probable 
consequences of his indiscretion, the more ungovernable 
became his passion, the more bitter his self-upbraidiogs* 
By his own inexcusable infatuation he had perhaps lost ali 
chance of obtaining Brynhilda, whose avaricious father was 
little likely to recede from the conditions he bad imposed ; 
and before he could procure a fresh supply of money, she 
might be compelled, by her parent's importunity, to give 
her hand to the hated Wolfgang. Nothing but mortificar 
tions had befallen him since his arrival at the station. He 
had been thrice defeated in a trial of strength ; he had been 
twitted with the unwarlike appendage to his chin ; he had 
lost all the hard*eamed money by means of which he hoped 
to win Brynhilda ; and all these vexations had been heaped 
upon him within a few hours by the accursed dwarf, the 
very recalling of whose name filled him with aggravated 
loathing and rage. 

What was to be done ? He -dared not cotfimunicate his 

i^ misfortune to Brynhilda, and ask her advice, for he knew 

f her firm decisive character, as well as her hatred of gam* 

bling, and feared that she might not only reproach him with 

his weakness, but reject for ever a lover who had showa 

himself so utterly unable to resist the infatyatio» of the 

dice, as even to hazard and lose die very money which wae 

destined to secure their nMwriage. After taking eeunsri for 

1 Vol. I.— I 
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some time of his own disordered thoughts, it occurred to 
him that his father might perhaps be ioduced to replace the 
money, upon his own promise to return it out of his first 
captures from the enemy ; for he was inflexibly resolvedi 
since his conversation with Brynhilda, to procure the title 
and the badge of an approved Gothic warrior, or to perish 
in the attempt. Ludwig, however, irritated at the loss oC 
80 considerable a sum, instead of consenting to hisapplica^ 
tion, dismissed his son with angry upbraidings, reminding^ 
him that he had often warned him against his gambling pro* 
pensities, and adding that he was unfit to be trusted evea 
with a single piece of copper. 

Still more exasperated by this contumelious rejection of 
his suit, Olof, not knowing or caring whither he wandered,, 
roamed to the outskirts of the adjacent forest, amid whose 
deep shades he walked for some time, muttering execra- 
tions against Wolfgang, and brooding upon thoughts oi 
violence and vengeance until the night was far advanced » 
As the moon burst from amid the driving clouds which had 
hitherto concealed her, shedding a glistering radiance upon 
the dewy grass of a small glade before him, he stopped,, 
and threw himself down amid the bushes, darkness being 
more congenial than the light to his gloomy mind. Here 
he had not long remained, when he saw a figure advance 
from the opposite side, whom he instantly recognised to be 
Wolfgang, carrying a naked sword in either hand, and fol- 
lowed by a smaU black dog. The dwarf, utterly uncon- 
scious of the presence of his rival, halted at a few paces' dis- 
tance, dug a hole in the ground with one of the swords, killed 
the dog with the other, threw the body into the grave he had 
prepared for its reception, took from his heavy pouch a. 
single piece of silver, which he cast upon the dead dog,, 
and then proceeded to cover with earth this sacrifice and 
offering which he had made to some Gothic goddess of 
fortune, mumbling at the same time mysterious incantations, 
and imploring a continuance of his recent good luck, that 
be might be always enabled to fill his bag with silver at the 
expense of those whom he hated and despised as much as 
he did Olof, the amber-fisher. 

Had the arch-fiend hinoself devised a concurrence of 
temptations for the express purpose of urging Olof to some 
instant and terrible revenge upon his enemy, he could 
hardly have contrived a chain of circumstances apparently 
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better calculated than the present for producing a tragical 
catastrophe. He was in an almost ungovernable state of 
excitement, exacerbated by the last insulting phrase that 
bad been applied to him ; midnight, and the total solitude 
of the spot, were an assurance Uiat whatever deed he per- 
petrated would remain for ever undiscovered ; Wolfgang 
was completely in his power ; and by destroying him, he 
would not only get rid of a rival and gratify his revenge, 
but would recover the money which might secure to him 
the hand of his beloved Brynhilda. Such, however, was 
the brave and generous nature of the young Goth, that 
some of these considerations did not even occur to him* 
No provocation, no certainty of concealment or impnnity 
could ever have made him an assassin, or a midnight rob- 
ber ; although the silver in question had so lately been hi&t^ 
own, and he now began vehemently to suspect that he had 
been defrauded of it by necromantic arts. But Wolfgang 
bad two swords, his prodigious strength and supposed power 
of commanding supernatural aid, more than compensated 
for his inferiority of stature ; they might meet therefore 
upon fair and equal terms, and in honourable combat he 
might conquer a detested rival, or himself get rid of an 
existence which in his present disturbed state of mind he 
deemed hardly worth preserving. 

As these thoughts flashed across his brain, he prepared to 
disclose himself, and to challenge his enemy to a final deci- 
sion of their differences ; but at the very instant that he was 
about to spring from the bushes, he recollected the promise 
he hod made to Brynhilda. A fierce internal struggle 
ensued — he was half maddened by contending emotions^ 
but the feeling of honour presently triumphed over every 
other, and as he pressed down his indignant heart, he 
w4iispered to himself, '^ No, no ! you may burst if you will,. 
or you may leap out of my bosom, but you shall not tempt 
me to break my word !" His resolution, once formed, was 
Bure to remain immoveable, and Olof quietly saw his rival 
complete his superstitious rites, replace the pouch in his 
belt, gather up the swords, and return towards the town, 
witliout an attempt, almost without a wish, to intercept him* 
Wolfgang's life bad been in his power, and he had suflerod 
him to escape : this was a species of triumph, and one 
peculiarly grateful to his feelings, because it flattered his 
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«Btf>roi|Mct upoB die sida of genefotiljr aod Imnoor,—- a 
thought wfaksb, eomlnned widi &e complacent racoUectioa 
that be had obeyed Brynhilda's injuQction^ went fiur towardi 
ttancpiiiiiraiig ius iiritalioii. YeheiBeDt » they were, his 
feeliage were apt to raiy with the caprice of the moment ; 
and ae he amused himself with thinking how utteriy the 
dwarf would hare been astounded had he leaped upon him 
from his ambush, he burst into a fit of Isugfater, prolonging 
it when he reflected upon his own folly in making himself 
so miserable about the loss of a few paltry pieces of silver. 
Feeling the want of repose as soon as his agitation was 
partially appeased, and not wishing to encounter the fatigue 
of returning to the town, be wrapped his<:loak around him, 
made a lair for himself amid the bushes, and being accuse 
tomed to brave the elements by night as well as by dhy» 
soon fell fast asleep in his rude dormitory. 

So sound were his slumbers that he was only awakenedy 
some time after sunrise on the following morning, by the 
noise of horns and cymbals echoing through the swampy 
savannas and the forest glades around bim. Starting 
instantly on his feet, and grasping his spear, he-ran in the 
direction of the music, and had not proceeded far when he 
beheld at a small distance a procession of armed cavaliers* 
accompanied by several horsewomen, and followed by a band 
of musicians, the latter riding in an openwagoo^ surmounted 
by a white banner. The whole party, who were attired 
in their gayest habiliments, seemed by their boisterous 
laughter to enjoy their excursion ; and Olof gazed with 
admiration upon the litUe pageant, as the riders, with their 
flashing weapons and round polished bucklers, were occa- 
sionally seen and lost amid the trees. A feeling of shame 
at his being disqualified from joining them, — ^for he soon 
saw that the company consisted of his countrymra going to 
the banquet and conference with the Alemanni, — prompted 
him to ensconce himself amid the leaves, whence, however, 
he could distinguish without difiiculty those that passed. 
He recognised his father, who had borrowed for the occa- 
sion a much more sightly steed than the jaded bearer of 
their pottery and amber. Beside him rode Hornbog Jarl, 
the smith, handsomely equipped in battle array, and mounted 
OR a stout charger, who seemed to make nothing of his 
toad ; thou^ Jarl, with his arms and accoutrements, might 



bnre almoit broken the htisk of adigbler animtl But 
tbe %»res fliatt presently engrossed aU Olof *8 attention, 
were Brynhilda and WoHi^ang, wIicmb, to his no small 
annoyance, lie obserTed to be paired together. The 
former was a perfect faofsewoman, managnig her fine 
figure with such matchless grace, while her long brown hair 
and blue sash streamed behind her upon the wind, that 
even the old men were seen pointing her out to one another 
with apparent admiration. So completely did she monopo- 
lize the regard of her embowered lover that he hardly 
noticed her companion, who, however, cut a very respecta- 
ble, and even warlike figure, his deficiency in height being 
scarcely perceptible on horseback, while his goodly habili- 
ments and handsoiBfe weapons, — for he h%d, of course, 
ejected the best of his own manufacture, — gave assurance 
that then* wearer was no commmonphice pereonage. Net* 
tied as Olof was at the spectacle before him, be observed 
with secret complacency that Brynhilda paid little attention 
to the asenduities of her companion, turning her head away 
from him, and seeming to seek opportunities of c(niverstng 
with her father, or some other individuals of her escort. 

Still, however, her lover ielt deeply and painfully the 
disgrace of not being qualified to accompany her ; his 
hst night's bitterness of spirit again returning as he 
walked in the wake of the procession, after it had been 
hidden from him by the inequalities of the ground, though 
its faint music, still reaching his ear at intervals, sufiicientiy 
indicated tbe direction it had taken. While thus sullenly 
rnminating and sauntering onward, he beheld a sword lying 
on tbe grass, which had probably dropped from the wagon 
in which the mnsictaiKs had deposited their weapons, while 
engaged with their instruments. *"* By Thor tbe Snorer i" 
eried the youth, who, like the rest of his coimtrymen, was 
a superstitious observer of hixky chances and prognostics*— 
*^ thu is aa anspicioas prize, thrown to me, perhaps, firom 
ibe UaU of Odin, in the clouds, by some of my brave 
Imythers, that I may prove myself worthy to join them. I 
aecqit it on^ those terms, and swear not to return to my 
lather or to ^my countrymen till I have taken an enemy'* 
life or lost ray own." He snatched up the sword, kissed its 
blade, waved it over his head, and riionting out, *^ Waflbn I 
tomb !-— Deaih Ip tbe first enemf I eaa find!" rasfaod 
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forward in a transport of fierce enthusiasin, following the 
procession ; because be had beard that the Roman outposts 
were stationed at no great distance from the castle of the 
Alemannt, in which his countrymen were gone to join the 
conference, and partake the banquet of the allies. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Tbidbek, the chief of the Alemanni, held his present 
quarters in a ystle, if so rude a fortress might deserre the 
namoi situatea on an abrupt rockj knoll, washed on three 
sides by the united waters of the Maine and the Rhine, 
which, then spreading much beyond their present limits, 
separated by a wide and rapid stream the Roman frontier 
from the country of the barbarians. The procession of 
which Olof had been a spectator, after encountering 
several mounted sentinels, who rode back with the 
tidings of their approach, was received at the outer 
barrier amid the barbarous noise of horns and cymbals, by 
Thidrek himself and several of his brother chieftains, most 
of them equipped in half armour, the spoil of former vbto» 
ries over detached parties of the Romans. On both sides 
the greeting was frank and cordial, such as might be ez< 
pected among men who maintained a perfect equality, both 
national and individual, and who, if they wanted the urban- 
ity, were at least strangers to the insincerity of more 
advanced civilization. On passing the outer gate and aa 
interior barrier, the Goths found themselves in a spacious 
c^en court, on either side of which, around blazing piles of 
logs and fagots that looked like rejoicing bonfires, the ser- 
vants were already at work preparing viands for the banquet 
on a ^ale of the most hospitable abundance, though with little 
appearance of culinary refinement. Through this al-fresco 
kitchen, the fumes and snooke of which were rather accepta- 
ble than otherwise to the majority of the visitants, they passed 
intoa spacious, bam^like hall, or banqueting-room, having aa 
immense fireplace in the eentre of its paved floor, with a 
^fOVremlflatppening ia the thatched roof for the escape oC 



t)LOr AXD BSYITHaDA. 199 

the smoke. Beyond this were namerous other apartmeots 
of smaller dimensions, and all upon the ground-floor, 
the strength of the fortress consisting in its natural defences 
of water and precipitous rock; in addition to which 
there was a double wall fwrned of unhewn stones, but of con- 
siderable thickness and solidity. 

Afler the customary salutations had been exchanged, and 
the welcome-cup, filled with a strong infusion of barley, had 
passed round, a council was held, silence having been pre- 
viously proclaimed by one of the priests, — a body of men easily 
recognmed by their robes and long beards. Religious cere- 
monies announced the opening of the general consultation. 
The unknown symbol of the earth, covered with a thick veil, 
■and placed on a carriage drawn by cows, was accompanied 
in solemn procession thrice round the hall of council. Thi- 
drek then stated in a short speech the object of their confbv" 
•ence ; but although he was the chief or prince of the Ale- 
manni, his c^inion carried with it no more weight than that 
of any other individual. All who spoke commanded equal 
attention, there being no distinctions of rank, birth, or riches 
among these brave freemen, who, though they chose rulers 
and leaders among themselves, chiefly to ensure military sub- 
oirdination, were jealous of their individual rights upon every 
•other point. The principal men summoned to these councils 
were generally considered as deputies, whose resfiective tribes 
were bound to obey, as a public law, the decision of the ma- 
jority: thus early were the elements of political liberty, and of 
the representative system, to be found among the people of 
Germany. Their priests and elders were listened to with 
f>eculiar reverence ; and even a female, who was supposed to 
possess prophetical powers, produced by her arguments such 
anefiect upon the assemblage, that Thidrek himself conceded, 
with a ready courtesy, a point which be had previously sup- 
ported with great earnestness. Murmurs of disapprobation 
were occasionally heard, and when the sentiments of the 
orator were approved, the congress supported him by confirm- 
atory gestures, and by brandishing their javelins ; but in gen- 
eral, nothing could exceed the dignity^ propriety, and even 
eloquence of the speakers, except the decorum and respectful 
attention of the auditors. No one who witnessed the gravity 
and wisdom of these armed delRierators could have sus- 
pected them to be unlettered barbarians ; nor have doubted 
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Aeir «fattai te tiiftt tkte, wlien ii|^ attother balf hour lie Migfat 
liafe leen the Bsme individuals wreatli^g togelfaer fiMranuie- 
Aiest with «M the fieieeaew of laortal combat,— -^dnuinig 
e<»pious haras of ale, or eagagiag vith the oarnsstDesB of 
cfaikhren at dtoe and olbffir ifames of chanee* while ibegr be- 
trayed, under the excitement €£ deep play» ail the mgoseai- 
iUe passioDs ol*a wild and savnge people. 

As they were occupied in various detached partiflSf all of 
whonif whatever night be their recreation, reteined their 
BUDS, Bttmeiotts attendants i^ivead the banquet upon thetaUes 
in the great halU which were covered with painted clofehs, 
jepresenting^ in barbarous designs, the victories of the 
Alemanoi over their diffierent enemies* The decorations of 
the feast, for as this s^nghold was the treasury ^Mf Thidreis, 
he was enabled to display all his magaificence, exhil^ed a 
singular tnconsisteocy . Large and beautifully wrought stiver 
vmses, the presents of such emperorsashad wished to purijhaae 
a short peace ; richly embossed Jielraets, cuirasaesi and other 
trophies, the i^l of occasional victories over the Roiiiaa8» 
which bad been carefully preserved, even from the time when 
the army of Varus was annihilated, were interspersed with 
the misshapen cups and bowls of wood, the hollowed elk- 
horns, and rude emblems of the Alemaoni. In the mytho- 
iogieal carvings of these contrasted ornaments, the different 
^nius of the Northern and Southern races was emineiilly 
leoognisable ; the former presenting in their idols and their 
attributes every thing that was grim, savage, and revolting ; 
while the fine and exquisite imagination of the Greeks, from 
whcim the Romans had borrowed all their srt, luxunatod in 
4he graces and symmetries of beauty, refined and aublimiied 
by all the enchanttt^ conc^>tions of poesy. 

A loud flourish of trumpets from the entrance of the hall 
l^ave welcome notice that the banquet was served ; whentiie 
guesis, starting up firom their dice or other amusemimtB» 
pressed e«ger^ towards the door, without attemptiBgt 
however, to pass in until they had given precedeace to tb» 
luimbleet of the females ; for the Germansi in their demsaiH 
our towards the sex, retained a digmfying touch of oourteqr 
that aught frequently have been sou|^t in vain even sBBOof 
the polished Romans. As the trumpets ceased, ^ baidi 
chanted a short welcome, inviting the guests todo jaaliceie 
the fisast-: a ai^^fiuous recoBimeBdatioB when adiaaamd 



40 m people pforarhidlj coovivid, modt cf whom iMid 
.aftquifod m appetite by a Icmg journey. Huge joiuts of 
iFenisDO aad othar Tiaink ra]Hdiy deappeared, herns mme 
jprnrilj qua&d aaudJhoitU of boistefous Iftughteri aeoofli- 
pmed with the xattliag of cupi and oaiw, the claiik of ar- 
nour lamcmg the closely-wedged gueats, aod the various 
joTial ndsea of a feast, that nught aJsMMt have been termed 
tamultiioue. When his visitants had saffiei^Uy appeased 
Ih^r hunger to attend to a different species of recreatiooy 
Thidrdc^ whose flushed face akeady betrayed the rapidity ef 
his hosfotaUe potations, invited Wolfgang to stand up and 
aiog a SQBgt imagining that his dissonant voice and uncouth 
Hgure would afford amusement^ whatever might be the bur<- 
then of his ditty. 

The dwaxfi unabashed at the loud laughter with which 
he WAS saluted as he displayed his bandy legs and stunted 
form by standing on a bench, sang, or rather growled an old 
traditional lay, recording a contest of skill between the 
smiths Amilias and the cdfebrated Velint, the latter of whom 
forged a sword of so keen an edge, that in the presence of 
the king it cut asunder a thread of wool floating on the 
watet« Finding it, however, hew^ and ui^wieldy, he sawed 
it in pieoee, and forging it in a red-hot fire for three days^ 
{irodaoed at tbeend of thirteen another sword, which cut 
through a whole ball of floating wooL Still dissatkfied with 
its goodness, he again went to work, and in seven weeks 
fahricated a falchion df such exquisite edge, that it cut in two 
an entire bundle of wool floating on the wat^. The smith 
Amilias, trusting to the impenetrability of his 4)f east-plate 
and helmet, which he had manufactured jnexpressxivalry of 
Velint's skill, sat down upon a bench, and invited the latter 
to strike at him with his aword. He did so aceordin^y^ 
desiring his rival, who complained (hat he felt as if cold ircm 
had pa»ed through his entrails^ to shake himself a little, whes 
his body, which was completely severed, fell to the ground 
in two pieces.* 

Shouts of laii^ter, partly occasioned by the dwarfs style 

^Tbi* story, under the tijtle of Veelundarc|nida, was adopted into 
iHe Edda. Many of Uie tale» collected into the sagas, being avow- 
edly Teutonic traditions, tliere is nothing improbable in sai>p08iiig 
that the one in qneetion may have einstsd as earlyas ^e thira 
«intaiy. 
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of singing, and partlj by the ladicrous roisadTenturs of the 
unfortunate Amiliasi testified the approbation of the com- 
|>any ; and Thidrek, having obtained silence, though not 
without considerable difficulty, was about to make some new 
proposition for the amusement of bis guests, when a noise 
and short Bcuffie were heard at the door, immediately after 
whidi there burst into the centre of the hall a^eirific figure, 
which was at first mistaken by many for a grisly apparition. 
It bore the semblance of a tall and powerful man wielding 
a naked and still reeking swordy but his whole form so dis- 
figured with blood, and so bedraggled with watery mire, that 
it was impossible to recognise a single lineament of his fffce ; 
while his appearance was rendered more hideous by two 
trunkless heads slung over his shoulders by a rope, and still 
scattering drops of gore, as they swayed to and firo from the 
rapidity of his motion. The grim stranger, striding up to 
Thidrek, who brandished bis lance at his approach, ex- 
claimed, '^ Prince ! you need not be ashamed to receive me 
among your guests, though I have somewhat rudely forced 
my way into your hall. I wear a beard, it is true, but had I 
a couple, I am entitled 4o lose them both, for I have slain 
two enemies of our nation. There are their heads — ''and 
he tossed them at the feet of Thidrek ; ^* you may see by 
their helmets that they are Romans, and by my sword, that 
it is not a Wolfgang ; so that I am not indebted for my vic- 
tory to witchcraft, or magic, or any such coward's cheatery. 
Thus perish all the enemies of the united Gotbs and Ale- 
manni! Wafien! hurra!" 

No sooner had he began to speak, than Brynhilda, instantly 
recognising the voice of her lover, started up with a thril- 
ling heart to gaze upon him. It was indeed Olof himself, 
who having hurried forward with the sword he had accident- 
ally found, until he reached the vicinity of the castle, gazed 
across the broad river, and beheld a Roman outpost stationed 
on the opposite bank. Without a moment's hesitation, he 
grasped his weapon with his teeth, threw himself headlong 
from the rocky height, and plunged into a stream so wide 
and rapid, that it was considered dangerous even for boats, 
and impossible to be crossed by the expertest swimm^. 
Olof, however, who had been so accustomed to struggle 
.with the stormy sea that he was almost a creature of the 
waters, avoiding the more perilous eddies^ not because Ji& 
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leared tbeoi^ but tfaat be might not unnecessarily waste bis 
strength, succeeded without difficulty in gaining the opposite 
bank, switnoiing towards a point where lie observed that two 
of the Roman soldiers, separated from their comrades by au 
tnter?«ni&g hillock^ were conversing together at some dis* 
tance from the water. His fatberf in order to facilitate hie 
amber dealings, bad acquired and imparted to his son a 

' slight knowledge of the Latin tongue : of which Olof availed ^ 

himself, as soon as he gained the shore, to insult the sentriea * 
with every opprobrious term that he could recollect, while 
be advanced menacingly towards them, flourishing his swmd, 
and daring them to the combat. When they had recognised 
him to be a Goth and an enemy, the Romans ran forward 
with such eagerness to chastise bis audacity, that one of 
them considerably outstripped the other, thus affording their 
.adversary the advantarge of encountering them single-handed. 
Olofs high state of excitement, which amounted to a tem- 
porary desperation, giving an additional impulse to his great 

* natural vigour, enabled him quickly to despatch his first 

assailant by a lucky blow ; but the second, proving a more 
formidable adversary, it was not until after a struggle of 
some continuance, in which be himself was slightly wounded, 
that be laid him lifeless at his feet. No sooner was this 
accomplished, than he proceeded to cut off both their heads, 
tying them together with cords so as to secure their helmets, 
when he slung them over his shoulder, and again hastily 
betook himself to the water. Ere he had swam far from 
the bank, the comrades of the slaughtered men rushed down 
to the water with loud and furious cries ; but the undaunted 
Goth, well knowing that their heavy armour and accoutre- 
ments, would prevent their committing themselves to the 
stream, turned round and holding up his bleeding trophies, 
insolently bade them expect a similar fate for themselves, 
whenever he should repeat his expedition. Several javelins 
were launched after him, but these he easily avoided, diving 
suddenly under water, and emerging at a considerable dis- 
tance : in which manner, after he had amused himself for 
some time with the impotent rage of his enemies, he faced 
round towards the opposite shore, and in spite of the whirling 
and impetuous currents, eventually gained a landing a little 
below the castle oi Tbidrek, when he hastened to the hall, 
pushed aside the gate-keepers, yfbo would have opposed his 



M^naoft^ and ctiftled the cuerts by famting into the nodit 
•f the iMBqiMt-rcNiBi. 

AAer he bad thrown the beade at the fiMt^if Tbideek, the 
foung warrior, for be bad now boaouri^Ijr earned tfaattkle* 
imnmg towsrda bis own chieft demanded penniiwion to 
•QBUBon a baxbert that he oaight be inBiaotly Dreed frooi an 
apfiendage whicfa he bad too long felt to foe a dkqfraoe to 
endure it a moment longer. Consent being wiUiagly given* 
Thidrdcy who Icnew how deeply his superetitions countrymen 
were impressed with favourabie auginries, observed that as 
Olof bad begun the war under such prcnnising aui^HeeSy the 
ceremony ought to be peclbrmed with all due solemnity, and 
withdrew to give orders for that purpose to the priests and 
bards. By this time, S weyn Ludwig, accompanied by Horn* 
bog Jarl and his daughter, had gathered round Olo( shaking 
him heartily by the hand, and offering him the most cordiiS 
congratulations ; when Brynhilda suddenly exclaimed, as she 
perceived the blood oozing from her lover*8 arm, ^* Dear 
Olof, have you not yourself rec^ved a bad wound in this 
desperate encounter ?" 

^* By Thor the Snorer i I never thought of locking," replied 
the hardy youth. 

Most of the Gothic females possessed a share ofsu^ical 
skill, which Brynhilda was about to e^ce by Unding up Ins 
arm with her sash ; but he declined her services, declaring^ 
that as be felt the badge upon his chin to be his worst woimd^ 
he would have that cured before he attended to any other. 

^^ Spoken like a brave man and a true Gothic warrior \** 
cried Brynhilda, whose pride in the heroism of her lover 
even superseded for the moment her interest in his safety ; 
and she drew back, for the priest, whose duty it was ^o offi- 
ciate as barber upon these occasions, was now approacfaiogt 
followed by his brethren and the scalds or bards. This ven- 
eraUe-looking assemblage formed -a circle round the warrior^ 
and while the individual selected for that purpose, drawing 
jforth the eonaecrated implements, deprived him of his beanJC 
<««a process which was not performed without various mxp&t' 
irtitious rites and observances, the others sang in chorus the 
ibUowiDg chant ) — 

»* Shame ! Bbanis to the crsven. 
That never was ahaveh, 
llui.g «y » to4lie rayen 

An enemy'a blood ; 



t Bat qttoff a fid! bowl off, 
To TaleroiM Olof, 
Who now woan the soul of 

A good warrior !" 

At the conclusion of which rude rhymes, the whole com- 
pany standing up, clashed their arms togetbery and then, from 
their overflowing horns, cans, and bowls, drank to the future 
fame and glory of the newly*enrolled champion. Thidxek 
now coming forward, filled with his own hands a Roman cup 
of silver, presented it to Olof, and after he had drained it to 
the bottom, told him he was entitled to claim a kiss from any 
fair damsel of the company whom he might choose to name. 

'^ Had every man here got a handsome daughter by his 
side, I should care for none but the daughter of Hornbo^ 
Jafl," cried Olof, with e bluff frailness that occasioned 
considerable laught^ : in the midst of which Brynhilda ad- 
vanced, and without the smallest embarrassment or confusiont 
&r her high soul was animated at the moment by no other 
feelings than those of a heroine and a patriot, kissed him 
cordially upon either cheek, again congratulated him on his 
new honours, and then reminded him that it was now high 
time to attend to his arm, around which she proceeded to 
bind her sash with great care and tenderness. It was only 
when the blood gushed forth during this operation that the 
sensibilities of a loving woman regaining their ascendency, 
oceasioned her heart to throb, and her hand to tremble as 
she applied the bandage. As it was now pretty evident to 
the guests that the predilection openly avowed by Olof was 
iieciprocated by Brynhilda, good wishes for their mutual hap- 
piness were ejaculated by almost every individual except 
Wolfgang, who during the whole scene had preserved a 
moody siience,^ and worn as distasteful a scowl upon his 
countenance as if he bad been gnawing his own bitter heart. 
When he saw JarPs daughter present j^rselfwith^ch alac- 
rity to kiss his rival, his jealous rage becoming almost 
ungovernable, he clutched the handle of the dagger which, 
be always wore in his girdle, muttering between his clenched 
teeth, *vHo ! so much the worse for Olof t — 'Hoi so much 
the worse for Brynhilda !" 

His revengeful feelings were by no means appeased, when 
Thidrek, declaring to Olof that he felt bimBelf honoured is 
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faaviog 80 braye a guest, asked what he should give him ia 
return for the trophies he had laid at his feet 

^* I should like one of the helmets for mjselfi*' was the 
reply. ^* If the head of a Roman is worth a head of cattle, 
I should like a couple of oxen in exchange for those I tossed 
at your feet ; and if you will lend me eighteen more, for I 
have a particular occasion for a herd of twenty, I will owe 
you as many Roman heads, and do my best to repay you 
honestly, the very first battle in which I shall happen to be 
engaged." 

At this singular, and not very modest proposal, several of 
the guests laughed outright ; but Thidrek, stating his wil- 
lingness to advance the cattle on the terms specified, drank 
to the speedy redemption of the pledge, the rest of the com- 
pany imitated his example, and the festive meeting was pro- 
longed with great conviviality until it was time for Uie females 
to withdraw, when the whole assemblage stood up, and with 
every manifestation of respect, made way for them to retire 
into an adjoining apartment. Olof, in consideration of his 
wound, and the great fatigues he had undergone, was in- 
vited to repose himself in another chamber ; but he spurned 
at the proposition, protesting that he felt both able and wil- 
ling to repeat his enterprise, and that he desired nothing 
better than to remain and drink with the warriors, now that 
be was a freeman of their brave company. 

Amid the flowing bowls which circulated with a rapidity 
little favourable to grave deliberation, the guests began to 
discuss the plan of the ensuing campaign ; different parties 
maintaining their respective opinions with a boisterous yocif^ 
eration and accompanying fierceness of gesture, which, amid 
so many armed and inflamed wassailers, threatened some 
violent conclusion* In one point only were they agreed, 
which was to prosecute to the last extremity the war against 
the Romans, who so audaciously pretended to usurp the 
masterdosgi of the world, and who were consequently the 
irreconcilable enemies of all freemen. Thidrek, anxious to 
confine the attention of lus turbulent guests to the subject 
upon which they were unanimous, procured' silence by 
repeatedly striking his buckler upon the table, and then 
requested the bards and priests to sing in chorus the hymn 
of battle. After blowing a spirit-stirring alarum upon their 
trumpets, and claiming their cymbals, the bards accordingly 
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beguiy worfciog themselves gradually up into a wUd enthua- 
asm, that idmost wore the appearance of phrensy^as they 
chanted the following warfike invocation : 

Oh, red-handed Odin ! thine aid we implore. 

Thai the blood of the foe 

May incessantly flow. 
Till tho grass of our forests be sodden with gore. 

To battle ! to batUe ! to battle ! 

Thou fight-loving god ! make na dauntless and fierce. ' 

^ay our swords in the storm 

Of the battle be warm, 
As the hearts of the Romans they sever and pierce* 

To battle I to battle ! to battle ! 

Come, Death ! and with Romans replenish thy maw. 
May the gore-loving brood 
Ail be drunk with their blood. 
And the wolf crash their bones with his ravenous jaw. 
r To battle ! to battie ! to battle! 

And Odin ! when one of thy warriors falls. 

Snatch him up to thy sphere 

With his faulchion and spear. 
That still he may sing in thy heavenly halls. 

To battle ! to battle ! to battle ! 

■t 

The warriors shouted out with inflamed faces and a pas- 
^sionate energy the concluding chorus of every verse, starting 
up from their seats, and clashing their swords upon their 
bucklers, until the whole castle rang far and near with the 
<leafening clangour. 

Fresh and overflowing bowls were quafied to the success 
of the first conflict, when one of the favourite bards was 
loudly called upon to record some former contest, in, which 
the Romans had been signally defeated r a summons that 
entailed consequences not less unfortunate than unforeseen. 
The Aiemanni were divided into two tribes ; the singer at* 
iributed the victory in question to the exclusive valour of 
that portion to which he himself bdonged. Thidrek, the 
leader of the other party, who was more than half intoxicated 
with his hospitable pledges, shook his lance at the bard, and 
termed him a liar ; the respective partisans started up witb 
angry <»ries, drew their swords, and ranged themselves ia 
tiands ; their passions were madd^edy as well by the potent 
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liqMr4toj had «irallaire4«B lif the iBHrtial ensi^^ 
tatde-bymB ^ i«d in kM-time than it luit roqttind tojrdiilt 
the occii]T6iice» ihia LapiUiaMui baoquet wta ooimartad flste 
aacene of furious brawling and bloodshed. The Goths 
gathered together wisth b^ndidied arms for their mutaal 
defence ; but the combatants, infuriated uihey were, care- 
fully distingaished and avoided injuring their riaitaotSi repeat- 
edly crying out — *^ Toucfi not the uoths ! touch not the 
Croths ! they are our guests.*' 

Several otien had been clesperately wounded in this sudden 
conflict, when Brynhiida, followed by the other females, 
rushed into the midst of the fitiy : an unexpectedapparition, 
which produced an almost instantaneous cessation of the 
strife. Indignantly reproaching them for their intemperance 
and folly, she asked whethw there were not Romans enough 
to destroy, that tbey must thus madly slaughter one another. 
Most of her hearers, who had an habitual reverence for the 
sex, and felt abashed at her approach, lowered their weapons ; ■ 
but Thidrek, crying out that they were not to be disappointed 
of their revenge at the command of a long-haired woman, 
prepared to renew the contest. ^* Not a single step shall yoa 
move," exclaimed Brynhilda, planting her majestic figure 
before him, ^^ until you have stricken rae to the ground* 
Thidrek ! for your own sake, for the sake of these brave men» 
for the sake of all Germany, I implore, nay, I commimd you 
to sheath your sword !" There was a momentary pause^ 
when Thidrek, sobered and even awed by the august dignity 
of her manner, thrust his weapon into his scabbard, saying in 
an altered voice, ^' You are right, Brynhilda. Thidnk has 
forgotten himself. Brave warriors! shall we again be friends, 
and reserve our swords for the enemies of the whole Germnn 
people, the proud and perfidious Romans ? Show tiiat you 
have forgiven me for setting you so evil an exani[^e, by crying 
out with one voice. Death to the Romans! Waffen! 
httna!" 

A deafening simultaneous diout testified their acoqitanee 
«f this invitation ; as prompt to forget as to resent an injury^ 
^e dUBbrent partisans olasped one another's hands in teJuin 
of reoonciliatiott ; the wounded men were carried out to he 
tended by the females; while:ihetemainderprQceededio<|iMdr 
maxsh ^oiring cops in pledge of tiieir renovated ftiend>hi|ii 
iinii the niigority, 4aRr»pe»Be at enoe by the fUBMs of 



debauch and the falif qe of pre?iouB eswlbn, tllrew ftem- 
8d?es in heaps iqKn the blood-stained A)or of the hall, and 
aaak into a heavy sleep. 



CHAPTER V. 

At an early hour of the foUowmg morning, Hombof^ 
Jarl and his daughter, aocompanied by Sweyn Ludwig, 
Wolfgang, and the rest of the Ghoths, returned in procesoon 
to their woodland town, leaving Olof behind them, who 
remained to claim the twenty head of i»ttle ^comised bf 
Thidrek. On their way back, Brynhiida, delighted at the 
heroism evinced by her lover, enjoyed the additional gratifi- 
cation of being relieved from the company and the impor- 
tunities of the dwarf, who rode apart in deep dudgecm, 
refusing to answer any interrogatories, and casting oocanon- 
ally malignant glances at her, while he muttered exclamations 
and menaces between his clenched teeth. Brynhilda^ 
paying no attention to his sullen moods, conveised chiefly 
with Ludwig, who being not leas elated than herself at the 
intrepidity of his son, began to be garrulous and boastful 
about his own juvenUe i»ploits ; indulged in a digression 
upon the valorous achievements of hia deceased sons Ericy 
Siegfried, and Rother ; vaunted that has whole family had 
«ver been noted for courage, and anticipated a brUliant 
career for Olof, if he should not* like his brothers, be mi- 
farlunately cut off by the sword in tba flower of Ins youth. 

*^ And if he should," exclaimed the heroic Brynhilda» 
*^ will he not die the glonous deatb of a warrior ? will net 
his brave actions be dianted by the bards ? w31 he not live 
immortally in the trq^ed halls of Odin ? You have just 
axpressed a wish that I should be married to your son, BaaA 
I told you that I loved him more to-day than I bad ever done 
before ; but know, Ludwig, that I had rather be the widow 
of a hero than ihe-wife of one who had never acfaieved dKs- 
linction ift4faea<vvkeof bis country." 

Her companion searcdy noticed what she eaid, Am* Uhr 
noadid thoughts having reverted 4o his own imaodiato 
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interests, &e sorrowfoll j exclaimed, ^* Alas ! now that Olof 
iiafl become a soldier, where shall I ever find so expert and 
daring an amber-fisher ? Foolhardy as he is, he will soon 
throw away his life in battle, and I shall be left without a 
son. I shall collect no amber, — I shall starve. My poor, 
dear Olof! I have seen him a hundred times throw himself 
headlong from the rocks, and dive to the bottom of the sea, 
when it was raging and roaring like a wild beast." 

" If you shrank not to see him thus^ peril his life, you 
cannot surely regret the dangers into which he may be 
hurried by his martial ardour." 

" Ay, but the Romans are not made of amber," said 
Ludwig : whose mean spirit so offended his companion that 
«he pushed forward, and rode beside her father until they 
reached the station. 

Olof, in the mean while, impatient at being told that 
Thidrek had not yet slept off the effects of his wassailing, 
grew tired of waiting, proceeded to his apartment, which 
was unguarded, pushed open the door, and seeing him still 
etret^ed in slumber upon a bed of rushes, with his sword 
on one side and his spear on the other, shouted out, ** What 
ho ! prince ! the sun has been long up, my friends are by 
this time ^eep in the forest, and as I want to follow them, 
I come to beg tlie herd of cattle you were so generous as to 
promise me." Ere he had finished his speech, Thidrek, 
springing from his couch, had seized his arms, and thrown 
iiimself into an attitude of defence, not a little startled at so 
unceremonious a summons ; but being not less remarkable 
for his fierceness in battle than for his good humour towards 
his friends, except in the occasional sallies of inebriation, 
lie only laughed at the rude intrusion when he recognised 
Olof, blamed his own people for not having sooner called 
bim, and went forth to see that the promise he had made 
was faithfully performed. The oxen were presently selected, 
when their new proprietor, putting his right hand into Thi- 
drek's, acknowledged that he owed him eighteen Roman 
heads, and swearing to pay him as soon and as fast as he 
could, thanked lum again for his liberality and took his 
departure. 

Behold the gigantic young Goth tosnng up and catching 
his spear, as he drove his herd before him, through the 
•wampy savannas that opened into the forest, the Roman 
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helmet he had won clasped upon his head, Bi^nhilda'a 
blood-stained sash still bandaging his naked arm, while 
swinging in a leathern belt hung the long sword he had 
found, whieh, being painted red upon the handle, as if to 
indicate the sanguine hue that would be most becoming to 
its blade, had already received from him the name of his 
faTourite brother Rother. The morning was now oyercast, 
and in the intervals of the rain, the storm gust growled 
through the dark wild forest ; l>ut there was cheerfulness 
and sunshine in the heart of Olof, who had never been sub* 
ject to skiey influences ; and as he occasionally carried his 
band to his chin, and felt its welcome smoothness, he 
carolled with a loud voice, that extorted a merry echo from 
the sullen woods^ — 

^ But now that I wear a manly fonn, 
I long for the field where the heroes Bwarm 
And to cross my sword m the battle storm, 
With a yaliant foeman. Har?a !" 

and he clutched his weapon with a fierce grasp, as if he 
yearned to put its blade into immediate requisition. His 
half-wild herd, desiring to rejoin the companions from whom 
they had been severed, ran lowing to and fro, endeavouring 
to escape ; but their more nimble-footed drover, with the 
assistance of his spear, defeated all their attempts, laughing 
heartily at his own misadventures as he more than once 
soused up to the middle in a swamp. In this way, shouting 
and hallooing^ and hunting before him his refractory beasts^ 
he at length approached the station, when he procured the 
assistance of his father, who had been awaiting his arrival. 
Shrewd and calculating, old Ludwig was anxious that his 
son should unite himself to the daughter of so influential 
and money-getting a person as Hornbog Jarl, provided it 
could be accomplished without any additional claim upon 
himself; and he therefore suggested that the oxen should 
be driven at once to the smithy, and that he should make an 
immediate demand of Brynhilda*s hand. 

Never perhaps had a suitor presented himself in more 
complete dishabille than Olof, all besmirched as he was 
with blood and mire, and flushed and heated by his exertiona 
in reclaiming the truant oxen ; but there waa such an on- 



9 It SOMAKCS OF T8S XABLT AGU. 

studM grice in Us fiee aioyemeiits, and «o naiuraU difi^^ 
in hiB fine fonn, bow set off hy the maitiai accompaniinents 
of helmet, epeaj', and sword, that his mwtress gazed upon 
him with a glow of pride aa she saw him approaching^ 
while even her father confesaed^ in answer to her frank ex- 
pressions of admiration, that he had seldom seen a aioro 
oommaoding and soldier-like fignre. Nor did the covetous 
smith by any means object to the cattle, which he coanted 
oiier with evident satisfaction as they were driven into hia 
court-yard, observing that they were of a good breed and in 
excellent condition ; but when Olof, with a blunt confidence!, 
demanded his daughter, and reminded him of bis promts^ 
Jarl began to equivocate. He had said that no one should 
marry Brynhilda who could not come to claim her wUb a 
herd of twenty oxen ; but many others might do so besides 
Olof, and a general declaration of this nature was very 
different from a distinct pledge to an individual. In addition 
to the weighty reiasons inflomicing him to give a preference 
to Wolfgang's pretensions, he stood in awe of him as a 
person possessed, or at least suspected of necromantic 
powers ; and bluff and fearless as he naturally was, he 
dreaded the thought of (Coding one whom he knew to foe 
ms malignant as he believed him to be potent He cast a 
wistfiil look at the herd, now running wildly round their new 
oncloflttie, and snuffing up the strange air; but as he 
tuvned in an opposite direotimi, he saw the dwwf leaning 
upon the open window of the smithy, and fixing his evil 
eyes upon him with such a fell and sinister expression, diat 
Jarl, cowering beneath their basilisk glance as if -fescinatedU 
desiied the suitor to drive off his herd, fiir no one tat 
Wolfgang should marry his ^ugbler. 

«'%Thor the finorer!" ahouted die enraged Olof, ^'I 
would not give a hog*s bristle for the whole drove, if it wxB 
not procure me Brynhilda ; and as for this witch-qsawned 
dwarf, let us fight till one of us is slain, by way of putting a 
qieedy end to our quarreL He diall have whiUever vantage 
he may require to place him on a par with me ; he maf 
wieU one of his own charmed awords, whHe I lurve none 
but honest Bether ; he has two serviceable anna, while one 
of mine is nearly diai^ied by a wound ; hut I am ready to 
meet him at all (wdds, and eager to spill some of the hltok 
blood that he got from the forest-hag his mother/' With 
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Aese words be torn hii swoid fW>m the scaMmrd, <]8rm^ hit 
rhral to tiie enooanter, who however retained hi9 positieny 
only replying to his tatniting epithets by a sardbnie grin» 
that made him ten timee nore hideous by disclosing his 
diseoloured ftngs. 

At this moment Brynfailda, advancing hastily from the 
Iionse, reminded Olof of his promise not to quarrel with 
Wolfgang, and commanded him to sheath instantly his 
sword : an injunction which he submissively obeyed, ex- 
claiming, ** I had forgotten my pledge ; the stunted whelp 
shall not provoke me to violate my vow." Turning towards 
Hornbog Jarl, Brynhilda then continued the same tone of 
calm, lofty decision : " You are my father — you are entitled 
to my obedience, and I swear by Odin that I will never 
marry without your approbation. But as a free woman, I 
am entitled to reject, though I may not choose ; and I swear 
to you with equal solemnity, thai I will never consent to 
marry the hateful Wolfgang !'' 

'< Ho ! then I swear by my mother's crutch that I wiU 
have you without your consent," growled the dwarf, while 
an additional malignity glared in his fiendish eyes as he 
4|uitted the window, and retired muttering into the interior 
of the smithy. Brynfailda also withdrew, afler having 
counselted Olof to be patient, and await the effect of time 
and of her own earnest endeavours to remove her father's 
objections ; the portly Jarl waddled after her, puffing out 
his cheeks, and filled with a dire perplexity, since he was 
more than ever afraid of irritating Wolfgang, while he was 
at the ^ame time solicitous to secure his daughter's happi- 
ness, and the twenty head of fat oxen, from whom he had 
never long removed his eyes. The rest of the party having 
tiius disappeared, Sweyn Ludwig led off his chafing son, 
that they might talk over at their own dwelling the occur* 
rences of the day. 

Naturally sagacious, the dwarf had obtained a sufiicient 
insight into ' Brynhilda's character to convince him that^ 
when she had once formed a resolution it was utterly im* 
possible to shake it, especially where it had been confirmed 
by the Bolenmity of an oaUi. She had sworn never to 
marry him, she had even termed him the hateful Wolfgang ; 
she took not the smallest pains to conceal the scorn and 
loatfamg with which he had inspired her, an aversion which 
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be entirely attributed to ber predilection for Olojf; and 
his bosonii seldom visited by any venr eomplacent moods, 
ivas quickly possessed with all the devils of disapipointed 
desire, converted into hatred, jealousy, and revengeful 
malignity. How he might at once gratify those feelings, 
and yet not disappoint his brutal passion for Brynhilda, be- 
came the subject on which he now brooded with such 
intentness, that he neglected his customary occupations, 
walking about the premises in a silent abstraction, not even 
noticing the questions that were put to him, and generally 
carrying his right hand in his bosom, clutching the hilt of 
his dagger. 

In the course of a few days, chance presented to him an 
opportunity that seemed favourable for executing the plan 
of vengeance on which he had finally decided. A muster 
of the warriors, for the purpose of practising military evolu- 
tions in concert with the Alemanni, was to be held on a 
wide heath within the depths of the forest ; Olof was for 
the first time to take his place in the ranks ; and Bryr^ilda 
signified her intenlion of riding out with them to witness 
the show. On the way thither the horse she had mounted 
became restive, stumbled, threw ofif his rider, and before she 
could recover the bridle, galloped away, and was presently 
lost among the trees. At a little distance from the spot 
where the accident happened there was a deserted wood- 
cutter's hut, within which Jarl desired his daughter, who 
was slightly bruised by the fall, to remain until their return^ 
when he would take her up behind him and carry her home. 
She did as she had been directed, vindicating her horseman- 
ship by declaring she should never have lost her seat if the 
animal had not fallen, and only regretting that she should 
not enjoy a sight of the spectacle. The party being dispersed 
among the trees, few had witnessed this occurrence, but- 
one of these was Wolfgang, who instantly resolved to seize 
the occasion thus ofifered for gratifying his base and vindic- 
tive passions. Taking advantage of the thick covert, he 
detached himself unobserved from his companions, and 
riding back in the direction of the hut, secreted himself and 
his horse in a hollow brake, where he waited, glutting his. 
savage thoughts with the anticipation of his revenge, until 
he was well assured that the comrades he had left must be 
far beyond the reach of hearing. Emerging from his hiding- 
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place, he then approached the back of the wood-cutter's hut, 
dismounted, and suddenly presented himself at the entrance^ 
with a loud-— ^^ Ho ! ho ! have I got you ? I told you I would 
have yon without your consent ; I swore it by my mother's 
crutch, and lo! I am come to perform my promise." A 
dissonant laugh burst from him as he concluded, while the 
triumph of a gratified demon distorted hi^ hideous features. 
Brynbilda, who instantly saw that he cherished some evil 
purpose, and that she had no perceptible means of escape^ 
started up from her seat and demanded his intentions. 
" Ho ! I will disclose them frankly^" replied Wolfgang, " in 
order tha(^ you may know what you have to expect, and 
submit to your fate without attempting any vain resistance. 
You are alone and completely in my power ; there is nothing 
within hearing, unless it may be a stray stag or wolf, and 
my horse, which is at the back of the hut ; I mean to place 
you upon him. after having tied your bands together, and to. 
carry you off through by-patlis only known to myself, into 
a distant and almost impenetrable wilderness of the forest^ 
where there is a secret cavern once inhabited by my mother,, 
and never trodden, as I believe, by any human feet but hers and 
mine. That shall be our home, for I am tired of living with 
men, who fiout me for my stunted form, and I long to 
return to the forest depths among which I was born. The- 
hateful Wolfgang, as you termed me, shall be your lord ^nd 
master. You would not be my wife ; well ! you shall be 
my concubine and my slave ; and when I am tired of you,. 
I will throw you into a deep torrent that rushes past the 
front of the cavern, and loses itself undei^round in a yawn- 
ing pit among the trees^ Ho ! ho ! how like you our plark 
of life?" 

During this speech, Brynbilda had been considering how 
she should act ; but though she felt the danger and the help- 
lessness of her situation, she was too haughty and courageous> 
to solicit mercy or forbearance, exclaiming with a look of 
indignant scorn, ** Villain ! you dare not commit this outrage^ 
and I will die before I submit to it. I command you to let 
me pass 1" - 

^< Ho ! does the dove command the vulture ?" asked the 
dwarf, with a malignant sneer. ^^ Behold how I obey you I 
— with this cord I will tie your feet that you may not run 
away ; I will handcuff you to prevent your loosening your 
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ftelt and then aliiig jou orw mj bone Kke a dead dwepf 
and ao ride away wHh ny prise dmagh the forest, aingtngf*- 

•« Ho ! thoa aft nino by a wtnior'a wtttant ! 
And ho I for the eaTem borido the torrent V* 

Sov aayrag, he sprung like a wild beast upon his victifliy 
who in ?ain endeayouringf to avoid hiiBy shrieked loudJy for 
help as soon as she found herself within his grasp ; but her 
cries pierced through the solitary forest without reaching a 
human ear, and though she possessed no ordinary degree of 
strength, her struggles proved utterly unavailing against so 
pow^ul an assailant. Winding around her his long, hairy, 
irott-museled anns» scarcely less forceful than the fore-paw 
of'a bear, he succeeded in tying her hands and feet, wound- 
ing the flesh in his pitiless violence, and mocking her by his 
uncouth yells as he attempted to imitate her cries. Her 
limbs being thus secured, he dragged her out of the hut, and 
passed to the back of the building for his horse, whose 
bridle he had thrown over a bough. Seizing this brief in- 
terval, Brynhilda, with the assistance of her teeth, contrived 
to extricate her right hand, leaving it, however, as if still 
secured, and feigning to be quite eiehausted by the efibrts 
she had made. A minute or two elapsed, when Wol%ang 
returned, raised her upon her feet, and would have clasped 
her to throw her over the horse, but Brynhilda, disengaging 
her right hand, snatched forth the da^er which he always 
carried in his bosom, and with the speed of lightning, plunged 
it up to the hilt in his body, repeating the blow with so for- 
tunate a direction that it penetrated his heart ! 

A hoarse shuddering yell burst from the dwarf, who reeled 
backward, Ml beside his startled horse, rolled over on the 
grass, and, after an ineffectual attempt to rise, sank down 
upon bis elbow, ejaculating in a voice already brokmi into 
a gruff whisper, ** Ho ! cuises on my own obstinate folly for 
not throwing away that ill-starred dagger ! My mother told 
me that it was ever doomed to shed the blood of its wearev, 
and bade — but I would not believe — Curses on thee and 
upon Olof, thou she devil! — But I am not slain — thou shalt 
be mine still— I will revenge — " Making a ccmvulsive 
effort, he contrived to draw his sword, and was endeavowing 
to raise hirasdf from the ground with its asmstance, when 
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he fell heavily upon his hack, uttered a terrific groan, ini 
expired. 

** Thus perish all those who would dare to offer indignity 
to a female T' cried Brynhilda, surveying her lifeless assailant 
with a look of dignified disdain. ** The goddess Freya be 
praised for this timely deliverance ! To her I am indebted 
for my safety, for I see her image carved upon the handle 
of the dagger^ which 1 will evermore carry in her honour, 
notwithstanding the doom attached to its wearer, if I might 
credit the superstitious tale of yonder mis-shapen ruffian, o# 
of the forest-witch, his mother. Come, my blood-stained 
preserver ! you shall render me this day a second service*'* 
So saying, she cut her leg fetters wish the dagger, which she 
then wiped and stuck in her sash, and catching the bridle of 
the horse, who remained gazing and snuffing at the dead 
body, she prepared to yiount him and make her escape. 
Recollecting, however, that she had now no enemy to fear, 
that she might miss her friends if she rode forward, and that 
they had promised to call for her on their return, she again 
fastened the animal to a tree, and threw herself upon the 
ground within tjie hut to await the appearance of her father. 

Fierce and vociferous was the rage of Hurnbog Jarl, when 
upon his arrival he learned the atrocity that had been medi- 
tated against his daughter, and saw the marks of the ligatures 
upon her discoloured arms and legs. Pouring forth a torrent 
of abusive reproaches upon his deceased partner, ^e spurned 
the body with his foot, swearing that it should be left to the 
beasts and the carrion- fowls, unless the forest- witch who 
gave it birth should send some of her imps to fly away with 
it through the air. Nor were his companions, as they suo- 
cessively came up, less indignant than the smith at the 
audacity of the wretch who could dream of ofl^ering violence 
to a free Gothic woman, bestowing execrations on the 
deceased dwarf, who had never been a favourite, and ap- 
plauding Brynhilda for the courage which had preserved het 
from being carried off into so horrible a captivity. Olof 
was so transported for the fervour of his congratulations 
that he kissed his mistress, swore by Thor the Snorer that 
she rivalled the goddess Freya in bravery as well as beauty, 
and added, that he would almost have given his good sword 
Rother to have had the killing of Wolfgang in fair battle. 
All agreed that the body of the deceased, after being dea 
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MMlod of its weapofMy should be abandoned lo tile bMi tad 
oeaBta of the forest ; but Sweyn Ludwi^, incimating thai 
aeither birds nor becsts were fond of money* hinted that 
lliere would be no harm in searching bis pouch before tliegr 
left hioD. This he did accordingly, and clainied the silver 
ft contained sa the property of bis son, of whom it had fo 
lately been won. Olof observed that tlie money liaving onoo 
been lost, was none of his ; and Uornbog Jarl settled tl^ 
matter by pouring it into his own pouch, bluffly declaring 
that what belonged to his partner belonged to him. Brynr 
hilda then mounted the horse, and the whole party set off 
oo their return home. 



HHO or VOL. I. 






FAHILT CLASSICAL UBRAET. 



Tmt Pitf>li8heTS have nrach pleasure in leooidiiif 
ibe following testimoniaLi in recommendation of tho 
Family Classical Library. 

''Mr. Valpy baa projeetad a FanUy CUutietdLArarff. TIm idat If 
CKcaUent, aod the work cannot (Ul to be aeccptable to youtb ofbolh aaxaiL 
■a well aa to a large portion of the reading cummonity , who hlTO nol haa 
Um benefit bf a learned edacatlon."--^eiiUcmaA'« Maga»me.Da9. 18SM. 

** We have here tbe oonunehcement of another undertaUng rar the more 
general distribntion of knowledge, and one wkich» if aa wall eondiirt<< 
■a we" may expect, bida Iklr to occupy an enlarged atatkm In our iaua^ 
diate Uterature. The YOlame beibre ua ia a apecimen well ealculatad to 
xoeommebd what are to follow. Lelaxura DajiootlMQea Is an «Koall«tt 
work."— ^'t. Gazent. 

" Thia work will be received with great gntifleatlan by orery nwa who 
Ipiowa th' Talue of clMaical kno wle^je. All that we call purity of taata^ 
vigour of atyle, and fl>rco>of thoaght, haa eithsr been tanght to the modern 
world by the atudy of the claaaica, or haa been guided and reatrained bj 
thoae uliMtrkMia modela. To extend the knowledge of UKh woika to CO 
do a publio aerrice.**— Court JownuiL 

** TLe t\unilff Cloinricttl iOnary u anochor of thoae ohaao, unftd, and 
atogant worka, which we lately apoka of aa (hnalag an am in our pn^ 
Uabing Uiatory."— 5/>ccfctfor. 

** llie praaeni ora aeeina deotined to bo hononrably diotlnglilAed tal 
hi* 



literary matiwy by th« higU rfmraflter of tba worka to which it to ai 
Mvely glTlng Urth. Proudly inoqpendent wi the fleetfng taate or the dgy* 
tbmf boaat aubaiant*Al worth wtileh can never bo dlaiegardad; 0Mf pot 
Ibrdi a claim cu peruuaiMnl eatimcUon. The Famiiy fjattieai iMbrmp to 
a noble luderuking, which the nvneof tlie editor asuuroa va will fco asw* 
anted in a atyle worthy of die great onglnala."'<— Jlfomin^ Po»t, 

** Thto to a vecy prooualng ar scuiatioo and aa the taate of the day nino 
Jnat now Terr atrongK m nvotir of auca Miacellanlea, we doubt not to 
will meet with proPOTUonnte auceaaa. it naeda no ad v«mtitiona aid, how- 
over InflocJitial ; it haa quite anflkleot merit tn enable It to atand on 
ito own foundation, and will Ja^iMaaa aaanma a lofty grade tai pofaUa 
Ihvonr.*— 5i(n. 

*'Thto wo^ r"^ltohad at a low price, to beautUhlly got up. nonA 
to profoea to be content with tranalatiooa of tbe Claaalca haa bian dd> 
nooBoed aa 'the thin diaguiae of indolence,' there are tbouaands wbb 
bare no leivnre for atiidylng the dead tongaagea, who would yet like to 
know what waa thomrht and aau/ by the aagea and poets ot aritiqutty. 
To them tbto work will be a tTeaanrei**~9u4te TimM, 

**Thto deaigii, whtdi to to communicate a inowledga of the anpol 
aa luum ed authora of Oroecd and Borne, by the moat approved tranalationoi 
to thoae ftom whom their treaanrea, withom aueh aaaiaiance, would bo 
liidden, moat aurely he anprurod by evenr Mend of literature, by every 
lD*er of inanUnd. We aball only aay of tbe first volume, that aa tho 
aseontlon well accord;* with tbe deaign, it moat «^«»««^f*^ genenl appoN^ 
bttlotL**— Tito Obtener, 

** V/e aee no reaaoo why thla work Sbcmld not find Its vray tote fti 
boudoir of the lady, aa well aa bito the libruy of tbe laamad. It to diaip^ 
pQii^4,and altogether a work which may aafoly oe plaead in the hOMi 
iCfsoM 01 tona aaias.*— iy«afc» JTVst Asaa. 



Notices of the Family LArary. 

"Hit pabllsbcni hsTB hitheno fliUy dMerred tbelr daily tBwrwmlin 
feoantioa by tbe good taste and judgment wbich bave inflseoeed tte 
ooPoetkNis of works Ibr tbe Family XiixmyT'— Albany Daily Adv€rti$et 

** Tbe Family Library— A title wbicb, ftrnn tbe Taluable and entertain 
itag matter tbe eoUeeiioii eontains, as well as flnom tbe careAil style of its 
ciEceiition, it well dsoerres. No family, indeed, in whicb there are cbil- 
drai to be broogbt vp, ongbt to be witbout tbis Library, as it Aimisbea 
tbe readiest resoureeo for Uiat edocation wbich ought to accompany or 
succeed that of tbe boarding-school or tbe acadtimy, and is iufinitely more 
sondttdve than either to tbe cultivation of the inteHect."— jr<mtiUy Review, 

''It is tbe duty of eroy person having a femily to ^at this excelleat 
Ubrary Into tbe bands of bis children."-^iV;. Y. Mercantile Advertiaer. 

** It is one of tbe irecommendatioDs of tbe Family Library, that it em- 
braees a large ctrole of interesting matter, of important information and 
agreeable enteriainmnnt, id a concise manner and a cheap form. It is 
emineotly calcolated for a popular series— published at a price so low, 
that persons of tbe meet moderate income may purchase it— combining a 
matter and a style that tbe most ordinary mind may comprehend it, at the 
same time that it is calculated to raise the moral and intellectual chaxncter 
of tbe people." — ConstMatwn. 

** We baye repeatedly borne testimony to tbe utility of tbis wurk. It is 
one of tbe best that has ever been issued fh»m the American press, and 
shoold be in the library of every fhmiiy desiroua of treasuring up useftU 
knowledge.**— Boteoit StaUtman. 

*' We ▼euture the assertion that there is no publication in tbe country 
more suitably adapted lo the taste and requirements of the great mass of 
community, or better calculated lo raise the intflleciual character of the 
middling daasss of society, than tbo Family Library."— Boston Masonie 
Mirror. 

" We hare so often recommended this enterpnsmg and usenil pobliea* 
tion (tlM Family Library), that we can here only add, that each euccee- 
sive number appears to eonflrm its meirited popularity."— iV. Y, Ameiican. 

*' The little yolumes of tbis series tnily comport with tbdr title, and are 
In themselves a Family Library."— iV. y. Commercial Advertiser, 

" We recommend the whole set of the Family Library as one of tbe 
obeapest means of affording pleasing instruction, and imparting a proper 
pride in books, with wbi<*h we are acquainted."— f. S. GazetU. 

" It will prove instructing and amusing i:, all classes. We are pleased 
to learn that the works comprising this Library have become, as they 
ought to be, quite popular among tbe heads of fkmilies."— iV. Y. Gazette. 

** The Family Library is, what its name implies, a eoHectlcn of various 
original works of the best kind, ecmtaining reading useAil and interesting 
to the fomily elrcle. It is neatly printed, and should be in every fkmily 
that can afford it— the price being moderate."— iVeuv^it^ZamfPo^odtum. 

" We are pleased to see that the publishers have obtained sulBcient en« 
flonragement to eontinue their valuable Family lAbnry.^-^BaUimore £e- 
ptUflican, 

** Tbe l-'amily Library presents, In a compendious and convenient fbmb 
well-written histories or popular men, kingdoms, sciences, Ac. arran^ 
and edited by able writers, and drawn entirely A-om the most correct and 
accredited authorities. It is, as it professes to be, a Family Library, fhUD 
wbich, at little expense, a household may nnpare themselves for a con- 
sideration of those elementary subjects of education and society, without a 
dt^e ncqualntance with which neither mar nor wonum has claim to bs 
well bred, or to take their proper place among those with whom tbc7 
•bide."— C^^ton Gazette. 
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